


JPRS 839II 


i8 July 1983 


Near East/South Asia Report 


No. 2785 











[FBIS| FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 

















NOTE 
(PRS publications contain information primarily from forei 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and broadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
‘ther characteristics retained. 


ry 
en 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
(| are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators :iuch as [Text] 
rr [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
ation was summarized or extracted. 


Untamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
‘nclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
‘ther unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 

n by source. 


contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cles, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


(PRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 


*-= 9 


author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 


20402. 














mav be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 


< 


1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 








JPRS 83911 





18 July 1983 


NEAR EAST/SOUTH ASIA REPORT 


No. 2785 
CONTENTS 


REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


Armenian Group Claims Responsibility for Istanbul Bombing 
(TEHRAN TIMES, 19 Jun 83)..... wo eccdcccccovccecccsooces 1 


ARAB AFRICA 


Premier Questioned in Parliament on Various Practices 
(Jalal al-Sayyid, et al.; AL-AKHBAR, 4 May 83)......... 2 


Defense Minister Discusses Defense, Arab Policies 


('Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah Interview; AKHBAR AL- 
YAWM, 16 Apr | PPPPVeTTirirrT TTT @eeeeoeee2s1eeecsesees8eseteeenstseseeesnes? 16 


ARAB EAST/ ISRAEL 
ISRAEL 


Foreign Debt, Loan Acquisition Discussed 
(Gideon Eshet; YEDI'OT AHARONOT, 10 May 83)........... a 27 


Tel Aviv Traffic Crisis, ‘Singapore Plan' Discussed 
(Uri Aloni, Nehama Du'ak; YEDI'OT AHARONOT, 
13 May 83) eereeeeeeseeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeese 30 


-a-e- [III - NE & A - 121] 














Kibbutzim Dispute Claim of Soldiers’ Decreased Motiviation 


(YEDI'OT AHARONOT, 10 May 83)....... cc cccccccccccccccecs 
Briefs 
No ‘Peace Now’ Commercials 
SAUDI ARABIA 
Governor of Tabuk Province Discusses Ambitious Projects 
in Area 
(AL-YAMAMAH, 1 Jun 83).......cccccceces PTTTT TTT TTT TTT TT 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Opening of Stock Market Delayed Until 1984 
(AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO, 20 Jun 83)...... eecces coee 


SOUTH ASIA 


Khomeyni Said To Show Signs of Despair, Frustration 
(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 27 May 83).....cccccccccccccccece ° 


Anger Over Clergy's Corruption Reported 
(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 27 May 83)...... Sha beekkeuns eerer 


Regime's Propaganda Reflects Deterioration in War, 
Domestic Situation 
(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 27 May 83)......cccccccccccccccces 


Moscow Expels Iranian Diplomats 
(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 27 May 83)......cccsccccccscccces ° 


Khamenei, Jalaledin Farsi Look to Their Defenses 
(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 27 May 83)......cccccccccccccccees 


PRAVDA Claims Maltreatment of Tudeh Activists 
(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 27 May 83).....ccccccccccccccccces 


Iranians in Diaspora Speak Up 
(Teezbin; IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 27 May 83)......cceeeeees 


Suppression of Tudeh Labelled ‘Victory Over Communisn' 
CTA TEMES, FZ Fem Gd) cccccccccccecccccccccccccesces 


UN Fact-Finding Delegation's Report Considered ‘Favorable’ 
(TEHRAN TIMES, 25 Jun 83)........seeececcceces see eceees 


33 


35 


36 


49 


51 


54 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


65 


67 














Peace Hopes Rise Yet Again 


(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 20 May 83)..... Co ccccccccceccocccces 68 

Rafsanjani Says Soviets Were Warned About Their Links 
With Tudeh 

(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 20 May 83).....ccccccccccccees eeccece 71 
Tudeh Involved in Plot, Claim Nationalists Inside Iran 

(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 20 May 83)..... TYTTTTITITITTTT TTT Ty 73 
Campaign To Promote Velayati Continues 

(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 20 May 83) ......cccccccccccccscccees 75 
Velayati Denial Over Bomb Blast at U.S. Embassy in Beirut 

(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 20 May 83).....ccccsccccccccscccees - 16 
Prominent Mullahs Killed in Kurdistan 

(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 20 May 83)........ ececcccccccscce ee 77 
Japanese Sign New Trade Agreements 

(IRAN PRESS SERVICE, 20 May 83)......... cocccccccccccoes 78 
Briefs 

Heavy Industry Production Rising 80 

PAKISTAN 


Airlift of F-16 Spares To Begin in August 
(DAWN, 21 Jun Bap eeseore eecoeeveeeeeeeeeeeee82208 eeeese eeeceen 81 


New Regulations for Foreign Travel Soon 
(THE PAKISTAN TIMES, 21 Jun 83) .........0e0. TETTTITTT TT 82 « 


Pakistan Ministers To Visit USSR 
(THE PAKISTAN TIMES, 20 Jun BSP cccceceseeseses tee eeeeees 83 


Objective of Freer Economy To Be Achieved in 3 Phases 
(DAWN, 22 Jum 83) .ccccccccccccccccccccicccccccccnccccces 84 


Public Sector Likely To Increase in 6th 5-Year Plan 
CDA, 22 Jum BS) ccccccccccccccccccc cocccecccccsccccccese 85 


National Literacy Corps Planned 
(DAWEH, -22 Jum 3). ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccces 87 


Wheat Surplus of 700,000 Tons Projected 
(DAWN, 22 Jun 83) ...cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccsecs 88 


Conditions in Refugee Camps Described 
(Najma Sadeque; DAWN, 24 Jun 83).....cceceeceececceccees 89 


- ¢- 

















Pakistan Steel Mills To Achieve Full Production 1985-86 
(THE PAKIS1AN TIMES, 24 Jun 83)........ eebeeoeceesoeceeseos 93 


Governor Praises Refugees for Maintaining Discipline 
( THE MUSLIM, 22 Jun Bae sedecese e*eee#es eeeeteeoeeeeeneeseeeeees e*eee 94 


Zia Accused of Using Islam as Tool for Military Rule 
(Tariq Ali; THE ISLAND, 21 Jun 83)...... ecccccceoces ccccce 95 


Pakistan Government Accused of Harassing Politicians Living 
Ab road 


Cy SE DUR GF) cccccccccccccccccccccccccccceses ecccccccce VF 
Briefs 
Baluchistan Farm Production 100 
Zakat Collection 100 
Crash Program for Electricity 101 
Pre-Censorship Lifted 101 
Desert Uplift Authority Planned 101 
Soviet Team May Visit 101 
Water Logging, Salinity Figures 101 
"Support Zia Campaign’ Explained 102 
Chishti Calls for Elections 10Z 
Bugti Agency Welcomed 102 
Magazine Forfeited in NWFP 102 
Allowances for Ex-Rulers 102 
Refugee “xibe To Relocate 103 
Benazir'. Birthday Celebrated 103 

















ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


ARMENIAN GROUP CLAIMS RESPONSIBILITY FOR ISTANBUL BOMBING 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 19 Jun 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


ATHENS (UPI) - As Armen- 
tan group Friday clammed res- 
ponsitihty for a bomb and 
machine-gun attack im Istanbul 
that killed two people and 
inured 27, sayimg « was a 
fsponse to Turt.ev’s “plots 


the Unsed Press International 
office mn Athens, a group called 
the Armeman secret army for 
the Liberanon of Armema 
took responsibility for Thurs- 
day’s attack at the Grand 
Bazaar 

The message said « was in 
response to Turkey's “Plots 
against all strugghng peoples’ 
and “the silence around the 
Turkish fascist assault on nor- 
thern Iraq which was aimed at 
innocent cwilians of Kurds, 
Arabs, Armemans «nd Turks."’ 

The communique was 
apparently referrimg to Turkish 
pohce action agamst Kurdish 
insurgents at the fraq-Turkey 


CSO: 4600/724 


border m May after an alleged 
Kurdish attack on a Turkish 
army out post. 


“This assault was a part of 
NATO’s plan to surround and 
attack national libcranon 
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EGYPT 


PREMIER QUESTIONED IN PARLIAMENT ON VARIOUS PRACTICES 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 4 May 83 pp 3, 4, 14 


/Article by Jalal al-Sayyid, 'Isa Murshid and Sharif Riyadh: "Heated Dis- 
cussions for 5 Hours over the People's Assembly's First Request for Informa- 
tion from the Prime Minister"/ 


/Text/ Following heated People's Assembly discussions which lasted 5 hours 
yesterday on the first request for information to the prime minister, pre- 
sented by Eng Ibrahim Shukri, leader of the opposition, the assembly announced 
a transfer of agenda and the assembly deputies announced their support for the 
government s upright policy. 


Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, the prime minister, declared that the government oper- 
ates on the basis of upright policies and there is a 5-year plan to increase 
production by 8.5 percent a year. He stressed that the course of democracy 
is progressing on its way, there is freedom of assembly in every location, 
freedom of writing and thought exist, trust between the ruler and the ruled 
exists, every matter of trust is too great for them to be concerned that there 
be total support for the National Democratic Party on every occasion, and, in 
25 supplementary electoral districts, all the party's candidates won, so why 
should the opposition interrogate the government? 


The prime minister said that the opposition papers did not mention one posi- 
tive feature of the government, except in the form of errois. President 
Mubarak had inaugurated new projects whose value came to 1.25 billion pounds. 


He asserted that the late President Anwar al-Sadat, by eliminating the Admin- 
istrative Oversight /Department/ when he did, wanted work to advance effici- 
ently, and he demanded that units be established to monitor and oversee work 
in_ every company and at every site; this was a new philosophy of /the transfer 
of/ central oversight to internal oversight. He thereby replied to the points 
Ibrahim Shukri had raised on the reasons for the elimination of Administrative 
Oversight and the reasons for its restoration. The prime minister also de- 
clared that he had not heard of the 25 percent of housing units which the gov- 
ernors were distributing, and stressed that the apartments were being dis- 
tributed in accordance with rules to members of the armed forces, newlyweds 
and people returning from abroad, thus replying to the point Ibraham Shukri 














had raised, which was that governors were distributing 25 percent of the 
housing to children of officials who did not deserve it. 


The prime minister said, “If the Labor Party can find us a solution to the 
problems and set out rules for us over which the people can agree, we will 
accept them." 


At the start of the session, the assembly discussed two questions and a re- 
quest for information of the minister of transport and communications on 
whether there were difficulties obstructing execution of the metro tunnel 
project. 


Eng Sulayman Mitwalli, the minister of transport and comminications, declared 
that this prceject was to serve the masses and not the owners of cars, and that 
construction of it ought to have been started 15 years ago. It was Egypt that 
had requested this project, and it was not imposed upon it. 


Details of the Session 


The assembly discussed the request for information presented to Dr Fu'ad 
Muhyi-al-Din, the prime minister, by the member Eng Ibrahim Shukri (leader of 
the opposition) concerning the government's failure to cope with the disasters 
to which the country and the citizens were being exposed, such as the collapse 
of old buildings, the rupture of sanitary drainage systems, and railway train 
accidents, the government's inability to impose penalties and punishments to 
reprimand the aberrant, the disruption of price surveillance, and the aggra- 
vated phenomenon of the taking of illegal commissions. 


In accordance with the assembly bill, the floor was given to the person  pre- 
senting the request for information, Eng Ibrahim Shukri. Before he spoke, 
Hasan Hafiz said, "Let me see the bill, chairman." He was given the floor and 
said "Article 199 of the bill permits a member to present a request for infor- 
mation to the prime minister or his deputies, provided the request for infor- 
mation does not include unseemly expressions. In the third line I observed 
the word ‘bribes,’ and would like this expression to be eliminated, since re- 
quests for information were removed in the past when there were unseemly 
words (the member specified a number of old parliamentary precedents)." He 
said, "We cannot describe the officials in Egypt as being chronically prone 
to bribery. The People's Assembly has not eliminated requests for inforima- 
tion in this session, but society cannot imagine that it deals with bribes; 
therefore, this expression must be deleted. Therefore I recommend that this 
expression be deleted, out of respect for parliamentary traditions." 


No Accusation of the Government 


Dr Sufi Abu Talib commented by stating that the Legislative Committee had al- 
ready studied this request for information and had removed what it had seen 
fit to remove. 


Counsellor Ahmad Musa, the chairman of the Legislative Committee, said: "The 
person presenting the request for information presented some clarifications, 




















and the government accepted the request for information. The person present- 
ing it accused the government not of taking bribes but of exposing the phe- 
nomenon of bribes among certain persons. 


Hasan Hafiz insisted that to accuse society of taking bribes was demeaning, 
and he sought the ruling of the assembly. 


Dr Sufi Abu Talib said, "If the word is ‘bribes,' and the chairman of the 
Legislative Committee said that bribes are widespread among certain individ- 
uals, the opinion belongs to the assembly." 


Counsellor Mumtaz Nassar added, “There is no place for this discussion now, 
because these are the formal aspects of the request for information in which 
these expressions appear, and these do not entail a violation of the stipulated 
rules and are not meant as an assertion that society is synonymous with taking 
bribes." 


Dr Fu’ad Muhyi-al-Din, the prime minister, asked for the floor and said, "The 
fact is that what Hasan Hafiz said about this paragraph is an individual in- 
terpretation, for which he is to be thanked, but the government insists that 
we start to hear the request for information immediately, regardless of this 
expression." 


(Applause. ) 


Dr Sufi Abu Talib said, "The interpretation of this paragraph will be on the 
basis of the statement made by Counsellor Ahmad Musa, the chairman of the 
Legislative Committee." 


Shortcomings in Services and Utilities 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri began an explanation of his request for information by 
stating, "About a third of a century ago I stood up and presented requests 
for information of the government, before the revolution, so that the corrupt 
acts on the part of the king and the feudalists which had reached their peak, 
would be described, and we asked for a radical change of society. My stand 
today is different. I am asking the prime minister for information about 
policies so that we can see that there are shortcomings and errors, so that 
we can arrive at the desired results, so that we can preserve our system." 


The person presenting the request for information said, "I have heard many 
requests for information and questions, and these are sincere attempts on the 
part of the members to make some errors appear in the light, but the situation 
is going from bad to worse. Therefore, we have used our right to request in- 
formation, so that the shortcomings may be evident--shortcomings in services 
and utilities, and the collapse of buildings, all of which are items of evi- 
dence which require an investigation into underlying causes. It is not gov- 
ernment policy to put out fires, but it is its duty to try to investigate 
these incidents and these events. However, for us to hear about the solutions 
to train accidents, ferry accidents, or incidents of building collapse, that 








is not just the government's responsibility. For instance, the problem of 
housing. We need 4 million units by 2000, and the consultative committee re- 
port asserts that in order for this document to solve the problem, which is 
difficult, much cooperation to arrive at solutions will be needed. Otherwise, 
we will be waiting as the situation becomes worse, day by day. For example, 
the government is building housing units in the governorates; is the govern- 
ment distributing these units to the people who are entitled to them? 


"The local assemblies in the governorates have discussed the existence of units 
which are reserved solely for the children of officials, as well as units that 
are occupied by people who are not entitled to them. Every governor disposes 
of 25 percent, the percentage that is allocated to him, which creates excep- 
tions, and deprives deserving people of these units. Finally, news has been_ 
published that an investigation is taking place on 200 units in 15 May /City/, 
because they were distributed to people who were not entitled to them. This 
situation gives people who are waiting for housing units an impression of a 
state of despair." 


The Phenomenon of the Deeding of Apartments 


The member moved over to the phenomenon of deeding and said "The government 
sets out reasonable conditions for deeding. The private sector is exploited 
all along the line. The failure to show attention to the execution of the law 
is what has brought us to this state. There is an article which prohibits the 
granting of deeding permits except within the limits of 10 percent of total 
investments. What is actually happening is that 90 percent of the owners have 
turned to deeding and have realized illicit profits, and the laws have ceased 
to be effective. We saw the incident of the building in Heliopolis, and how 
the owner violated the law and raised it in spite of the law. Indeed, worse 
than that, the government itself is committing violations. The chairman of a 
government company is violating the laws on building in Madinat Nasr, and no 
one has taken him to task. What are people doing? Doesn't the law deal with 
the case of building owners who delay finishing off the work on buildings? 

Has the government enforced the law?" 


Awe for the Government 


The member went on to the problem of the collapses. He said, "There are govern- 
ment buildings that are erected, and then cracks occur in them, and they are 
ruined. This phenomenon exists in every governorate, and underlines the ab- 
sence of government surveillance. People complain of the deterioration of 
government schools. Indeed, repairs were found in the mosque in Dumyat, which 
is new, and in fact the governor's own building was destroyed. We mst hold 
people to account for this phenomenon. In al-Mansurah, part of the university 
hospital, which cost 400,000 pounds, nonetheless has sections which are not 
fit for use. There is a building in Heliopolis; the owner built 38 stories, 
and the inhabitants sought help from all the officials up to the president. 

It is obvious--the government is not committed to carrying out the law, and 
there is no longer any awe for the government. 





























All the cooperative housing societies are trying to realize profits, and 
there are many acts of malfeasance in mest of them. What has the government 
done?" 


Cement Projects 


The member went on, “There is mch talk about building materials. The issue 
of cement--the facts show that we were supposed to have 9 million tons this 
year, on the basis of projects that exist in the plan. Today we have just 

4 million tons. That is a great difference, and we are paying great sums of 
money for the new projects. Most of them are taken over by a single company, 
and if it is late in construction, why shouldn't we hold it to account and 
impose pena!ties on it for the delay? I do not intend to talk about importers 
and the profits they are making as a result of the importation of cement, and 
I do not intend to make a connection between that and the delay in cement pro- 
jects. More than that, there is the permission granted to cement which does 
not conform to specifications to enter Egypt--indeed, it also extends to de- 
fective iron. People consider that the housing problem is becoming exacer- 
bated, and the nationwide papers have published more about the problem than 
the party papers have." 


Water and Trains 


The person submitting the request for information said, "What has the govern- 
ment done about drinking water which is going to waste? The toilets in all 
government departments are broken down and they use as much during days off 

as during working days, which exposes us to flooding in the sewers'’' The mem- 
ber moved over to the subject of accidents, and said ‘The railways were a 
model in the past. Today there is a lack of concern with the facility. There 
are delays in schedules which sometimes come to 13 hours. The strange thing 
is that not a single official is concerned with the citizen or informs them 
about the delays and apologizes to them. This facility needs a radical remedy 
to all its problems." 


There were voices of protest against the member's statement: "Is this a re- 
quest for information? A request for information mst contain an accusation!" 


Shortcomings in Execution 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri added, "I know that a request for information is an accusa- 
tion; my accusation is that there are shortcomings in the execution of laws 
and policies." 


He asked the government for a comprehensive review of wage policy in a manner 
that would not give anyone a chance to commit aberrant acts under the pressure 
of need. 


Regarding prices, Eng Ibrahim Shukri said, "About 3,000 commodities are being 
handled in the market, while no more than 30 or 40 of them have price controls. 
The government has not been able to control the level of prices in the markets, 
as I have declared more than once." 











Eng Ibrahim Shukri criticized the government's pericdic recourse to the policy 
of direct orders in the conclusion of transactions. He said that they were 
injurious to the people's property, and gave, as an example of that, the loss 
of 7 million pounds in the poultry transaction and 2 million pounds in the 
tomato sauce transaction, for which the former minister of supply is now being 
held to account. 


He also demanded that a review be made of the many customs exemptions granted 
to certain bodies, 


Regardiug specific incidents to do with the Cairo waterworks and attempts at 
malfeasance that occurred, Eng Ibrahim Shukri added that the vice chairman of 
the utility took a stand against these attempts and exposed them, and was 
punished by a decree by the prime minister, Dr Fu‘'ad Muhyi-al-Din, trans- 
ferring him to the al-Nasr Civil Work Company, while the government allowed 
the accused to go abroad. 


He said "Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din was also the source responsible for the issu- 
ance of the_republican decree eliminating the Administrative Surveillance 
/Department/, because he was the first deputy prime minister who is account- 
able before the People's Assembly, and he is still liable for responsibility 
for this decree. I wonder why Administrative Surveillance was eliminated. 
Why was Administrative Surveillance restored? I am asking Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al- 
Din that." 


The Prime Minister's Statement 


Dr Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, the prime minister, who was received with a storm of 
applause, commented, stating, "Our brother Ibrahim Shukri proceeded in the 
proper manner throughout the statement; over the course of these many hours 

I felt that perhaps he was speaking in response to the government statement, 
and not making a request for information. He has the right to say what he 
wants under this hallowed cupola, but he sought to close off the discussion 
in a dramatic manner by expressing two things. The first concerned the Potable 
Water Authority utility; the government has handed all these facts over for 
investigation, which is what the government has jurisdiction over. Why re- 
sume the talk about bribery, if it was the government that handed the facts 
over to the office of the prosecutor, and the trial has ended? Why was the 
vice chairman of the utility transferred to the al-Nasr Company? Every day 

I transfer dozens of citizens who are senior officials, on the basis of re- 
quests from the competent ministers. The relationship between the chairman 
of the authority and the vice chairman prevented them from working together, 
and it was agreed with the minister of housing that the employee should be 
transferred to another position, so that he could continue to work to get 
potable water to the citizens. Why should our brother Ibrahim Shukri be 
pained? We put him in another company so that we would not obstruct the work 


in a major company,"’ 











Administrative Surveillance 


The prime minister said, "The second matter concerns Administrative Surveil- 
lance. People have said that we destroyed the papers of Administrative Sur- 
veillance.. The honored member meets me often and has not asked me about the 
fate of the papers; rather, we trade charges on the pages of the newspapers. 
We have lived together as colleagues, we were ministers together, we were 
governors together, we are old acquaintances: why has our conversation taken 
place in the papers? The intention of the late President Anwar al-Sadat, 
whose grave is now being robbed by some writers, at that point was that Admin- 
istrative Surveillance was obstructing the rapid progress of work in the gov- 
ernment and the public sector, and he sought to exempt the followup units in 
each company and worksite. This is a new philosophy of shifting from adminis- 
trative surveillance to internal surveillance, which the head of the agency 
of the company or the governor is to head. Just to correct my colleague, I 
was not first deputy prime minister. I was assigned to this job. Do people 
imagine that I destroyed papers? The papers are of three kinds: papers on 
government employees, when they are promoted to major positions; the second 
kind are what are called investigative matters related to security and ac- 
countability; and the third kind are studies on the aspects of the sectors 
which they are involved in. We formed a committee in which General Intelli- 
gence, State Security, the Council of Ministers and Administrative Surveil- 
lance took part. They participated with us and reviewed all the files, is- 
sues and studies. The General Intelligence and the General Investigator's 
Office handed them over; we did not destroy a single piece of paper. The 
papers on employees who have died we have no need for. These papers are still 
with intelligence and State Security. Administrative Surveillance was re- 
established because the philosophy of the new units did not lead to rapid pro- 
duction and the success of the philosophy regarding it which we had envisioned 
at that stage. There was no room for @ comment such as that by the honored 
member, which went through the governorates, where all his statements were 
published. 





Why the Inflation? 


"The statement the member made was not a request for information, but con- 
sisted of directives and opinions, which have their own weight. The govern- 
ment will try to adopt them in its work, if it can. We have observations to 
make on his observations, although I did not take a break while his talk 
about the era of the monarchy was ending, and I will not comment on it. Then 
he commented on the collapse of buildings, the problems of sanitary drainage, 
and the exceptions, with the expansiveness which is his nature when he speaks. 
It seemed to me that the essence of the dispute is inflation. One aberrant 
act becomes a number of them. One ferry sank in my election district, but it 
has become a number of ferries." 


A voice: "Call it two!" Laughter from the members. 


"The issue is the dilation and the extensive tendency to inspire the opinion 
that the phenomenon is general. We are not arguing over the existence of a 








number of phenomena. There is corruption and malfeasance in every society. 

We read about malfeasance everywhere. A company is established on paper in a 
given country, and it realizes gains and losses. I hope that we are not quot- 
ing this sort of picture. Bribery exists everywhere. We read about bribery 
abroad also. The member says that citizens in Egypt live in tents. The popu- 
lation of Cairo is 8 million, and there is no one living in tents. Why this 
picture? Why do we want to turn day into night and blacken everything? 
Haven't there been any achievements at all? Read the opposition papers. Have 
you seen a single paper that has mentioned a single positive feature? Perhaps 
the government has erred and has committed one extraordinary act. There isn't 
a single time an opposition paper has published a realistic picture. There 
are 1.15 billion pounds’ worth of new projects which President Husni Mubarak 
has recently inaugurated. 


"We have inaugurated and inaugurated: where is it all? Then the membe~ talks 
about water consumption. We admit that there is excessive use of fresh drink- 
ing water, and we have said that the losses amount to 30 percent. Does anyone 
have an opinion to add to what we are trying to do? Some people recommend an 
increase in prices, if consumption increases. Some people say, a meter in 
every apartment. Participate with us in practical solutions. This is what 

is demanded of the opposition. Then he talked about exceptions and the dis- 
tribution of housing units. Our colleague Shukri is a peasant like us. He 
Says that the governors have exceptions amounting to 25 percent. I am not 
familiar with this percentage. I do know that the governors have waived this 
percentage on behalf of joint distribution committees. The percentage of dis- 
tribution to members of the armed forces or newlyweds--that is not an excep- 
tion, or for people who are returning from abroad. The honored member pointed 
to the cases in 15 May /city/ and the cases in al-Mansurah. There is no model 
society, and we are not silent about aberrance--persons who commit aberrant 
acts will be held to account. Some people lessen the importance of the issue 
of corruption by exaggerating, stating that we do not work, are retrenching, 
and are paralyzed, and that they have frozen the situation, but we will work 
and act. 


"We have conducted lengthy investigations on the completion of the real prop- 
erty which has not been finished off by its owners. Some people said that 
this is nationalization and will raise questions. If the Labor Party finds a 
solution for us, and sets out rules for us that the people will agree to, we 
will accept them. 


"The railways: I have raised the issue with the minister of transport, and 

he has given an answer on it. I can say that there were 28 serious accidents 
in Britain in 1981. We had four accidents, for purposes of comparison. The 
number of train movements per year is 600,000 per year, and four accidents is 
a low percentage. Why the publicity? In Algeria there was a railway accident 
in which 130 people were killed. Accidents happen in all areas of the world. 
We try to renovate the tracks, and the renovation of the Cairo-Alexandria line 
will take place this year." 


The prime minister went on, "Buildings are of two kinds. There are old build- 
ings. There are 150,000 houses in Cairo. The government has allocated 40 

















million pounds in loans to repair these buildings. Then there are new build- 
ings, as in the two incidents in Heliopolis and al-Basatin. Does the fault 
lie with legislation or surveillance? The parliamentary body of the National 
Party sat for 4 hours yesterday discussing matters that would guarantee the 
citizens’ hopes and give owners an incentive for more buildings and construc- 
tion, and the discussion is still going on. 


“As for the new buildings that have collapsed, the law is trying to fill the 
gaps. We mist support local governments so that supervision will be thorough, 
and we must think deeply about issuing a law so that it can be integrated. 


"The member then talked about corruption. There is no dispute over that. 
The issue of corruption, as I am raising it now, and as we have talked about 
it in the open, the purpose is not to stop the wheels of production or dis- 
grace a whole era, We are not seeking out corruption so that we can cause 
panic. But we di not disregard corruption either--every act of malfeasance 
must be punished. The same with dealings in the black market. Prices in- 
crease, and the reasons for the increases in prices are many. Setting these 
prices is an attempt /to stop inflation/, and nothing is fixed. The savings 
of Egyptians abroad increase buying power in Egypt and increase prices. World 
prices have increased also. The general trend is constantly heading upward. 
We try to increase exports and limit excessive spending. Positive economic 
signs have started to bear fruit and give reassurances. The black market is 
connected to the increase in prices. Sales and purchases: purchases are a 
transaction; can the government conduct surveillance over all these opera- 
tions at the same time, from the purchase of a kilogram of tomatoes to deals 
in the millions, unless the people participate with us in the surveillance? 


There are 60,000 violations per month. Is that all? The people mst partic- 
ipate with us in eliminating the violations and the black market." 


Increased Production 


The prime minister added: "I have a criticism to make of the honored member: 
Egypt is now working on the basis of the 5-year plans that have been set out, 
to increase production by 8.5 percent a year. What is the upright policy? 
The plan has been set out, and we are on our way. Aren't we proceeding with 
an upright, democratic policy? The democratic course is advancing. Some 
people have learned to accommodate other people's opinions. There is freedom 
of assembly everywhere, freedom to write, freedom of thought; President Husni 
Mubarak praised these policies in the May speech. Agriculture has increased, 
cloth has increased, sugar has increased 20 percent, cigarettes by 7 percent, 
powltry fodder by 28 percent, fertilizer by 14 percent, bottled butane cyl- 
inders by 17 percent, refrigerators by 17 percent, passenger cars by 76 per- 
cent, and dl by 14 percent, and electricity is 88 percent of target." 


Why Are We Being Asked for Information? 


The prime minister said, "With regard to low-cost, medium and other types of 
housing that the government and the private sector have erected in 9 months, 
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this amounted to 116,832 units, Are we being asked for information on this 
achievement? Are we being asked for information about these upright policies? 
The cases that the member raised: it is the government which has handed these 
over to the courts and the prosecutor's offices, and no one but us has dug in- 
to them. We are the ones who have exposed all the cases that have been pub- 
lished. Then the person presenting the request talks about a lack of trust 
between the ruler and the ruled. What trust does he mean? Public opinion has 
anxious to conceive of total support for our Democratic Party, and consequent- 
ly for the government of the party, and it has not been shaken in a single 
district." 


App lause. 


"The candidates of the National Democratic Party won in all 25 supplementary 
election districts. Is this a lack of trust? In the elections to the local 
assemblies, the national party lists won, as in the cooperative and agricultur- 
al federations. What I know through my work is that trust between the ruler 
and the ruled is embodied in elections and ballot boxes." 


The prime minister went on, "The law stipulates the conclusion of contracts 

by direct order. If there are cases of violations, they end up in the office 

of the prosecutor. In the contracting and housing sector, attention has been 

given to direct orders in all cases, and all cases, without exception, involve 
the private sector. Concerning trespasses against state lands, the governors 

exercise care with the state lands. There is a law to sell land, at the time 

of the sale and not at the time of trespass, and the discussion on this draft 

is still going on." 


Who Do We Belive? 


The prime minister concluded his statement by saying, "On 30 November 1982 the 
honorable member spoke, describing the government statement as good and cause 
for good will. Second, he said that the government's efforts were great. 

Has /the cause of/ all this accounting taken place in 6 months? Is there a 
request for information /governing the past/ 6 months? These are all things 
that took place before November 1982; why did he hesitate in making the state- 
ment on rights which he made? Shall we believe the member of 30 November, or 
shall we believe the member of 3 May 1983? I will leave that to the judgment 
of the venerable assembly." 


Intense applause. 
Followup by the Person Presenting the Request for Information 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri commented on the prime minister's response, stating, "What 
I said 6 months ago does not mean that I am asking for information today re- 
garding specific, fixed points. When I state that he chose a flower from 
every garden I state that he chose a beautiful flower from every garden, but 
there are many thorns in the field. That does not prevent me from raising the 
points I have raised today. Perhaps in this way I have mentioned good things, 
as the prime minister wants us to do." 
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He went on, "With respect to the subject of the waterworks, I said that the 
person who helped expose the aberrant acts suffered harm because of the trans- 
fer. That means that we have not backed up a person who has been concerned 
about the public interest. The prime minister did not give an answer on the 
reason why the accused person was allowed to travel abroad." 


He went on, "I did not talk about the inflation of aberrant acts; rather, 
these were specific occurrences. Nor did I make the general statement that 
the inhabitants of Cairo are living in tents; rather, I referred to Giza, 
quoting from newspaper investigations which appeared three times in the news- 
paper AL-SIYASI. The prime minister can see this for himself." 


He said, "If the people working abroad had found projects that could have ab- 
sorbed their savings, they would not have rushed to make purchases, causing 
a rise in prices." 


Counsellor Mamduh ‘Atiyah, the minister of justice, commented, stating "All 
the cases on aberrant conduct have been handed over for investigation. As 
for what he mentioned about the government allowing the accused person to 
travel abroad, it is true that a verdict of 5 years’ imprisonment was issued 
against him in absentia, and the accused was then arrested; at this point, the 
sentence in absentia lapsed, and he must be retried. Im fact, his retrial 
has started, and he has now been released with the guarantee that he will stay 
where he is residing until the trial is over. What mistake has the government 
committed in this?" 


The Members’ Discussion 


The members’ discussions started. The first person to speak heppened to be 
Eng William Najib Sayfayn, who said, "This is not a request for information, 
but an observation. We must give thanks for what the doctor the prime minis- 
ter has declared, because the achievements are many and obvious. Does the 
current cabinet, which has been in existence 1 year and 8 months, bear all the 
burdens of the past? The government mst not bear these problems. The 
National Party government has set out its plan to solve these problems, and I 
declare full trust in the government." 


Shafiq Hashish then spoke, stating, "I have been accustomed not to speak, but 
I am doing so. A central switchboard was set up in al-Daqahliyah costing 4 
million pounds, and the government paved roads worth more than 5 million 
pounds. All the villages of Sharbin were supplied with electricity, and the 
government obtained 35 residential units. We mst give thanks to the govern- 
ment for its efforts. Go to Sharbin, the district of the opposition leader, 
brother Ibrahim Shukri; you won't find any problems there. Political debate 
is no longer of use now, and we must all work for the sake of Egypt, and work 
to build and reconstruct." 


Fathi Bayyumi said, "President Mubarak's speech on Workers’ Day described the 
achievements which have been made in the first year of the 5-year economic and 
social development plan. It met with a comforting response in the spirits of 
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all citizens. Democracy does not mean the casting of charges here and there. 
Democracy, in reality, means participation in solving the problems of the 
masses. The opposition mst show attention to God, to conscience and to the 
nation, and discuss every issue with objectivity. For this reason, we mst 
offer solutions which it can benefit from. The solution to our problems will 
not come from the sky; rather, it will come from participation by all of us 
in setting out solutions." 


"Atiyah Abu Sari’ said, "A request for information means an accusation of the 
government, but Eng Ibrahim Shukri‘s statement means bringing history back a 
third of a century, and no talk for the sake of being provocative must take 
place in this hall. The achievements are obvious and all the members of the 
people can see them. Democracy means not trafficking in words, but partici- 
pation in the solution of problems." 


Ulfat Kamil (Liberal Party) said, "When I heard Dr Fu‘ad Muhyi-al-Din's re- 
sponse, I imagined that there were absolutely no problems in our country. 

One should bear in mind that President Mubarak stated that we do have problems. 
There have been recommendations by the Liberal Party, which its newspaper has 
published, among them a recommendation that specific allocations be set aside 
for the repair and maintenance of old buildings. The government responded to 
that and allocated 40 million pounds. That shows that the party newspapers 
contribute to solving the problems of the masses." 


Al-Sa‘id al-Biyali said, "Before asking the government for information, Eng 
Ibrahim Shukri ought to have asked himself for information. The points he 
raised in his request for information go back to the era of the late President 
"Abd-al-Nasir, that is, before the era of the late Anwar al-Sadat. The points 
he raised are a throwback to dig up the sett We, the government of the 
National Party, welcome criticism for Egypt's sake; not criticism for the sake 
of opposition, without presenting recommendations for solutions!" 


Dr Sufi Abu Talib declared that he had received a statement signed by more 
than one member asking that the agenda be transferred. He presented this 
recommendation to the assembly, and it agreed. 


The Tunnel Metro 


The session had begun with a presentation for a request for clarification pre- 
sented to the minister of transportation and communications by the member 
Mumtaz Nassar on material broadcast over Radio London to the effect that there 
were difficulties confronting the construction of the tunnel metro, and two 
questions from the members Dr Zaynab al-Sabki and Hasan Abu Hadaf on the ef- 
fects of construction of the project on the sewer and — cable systems 
and the slow progress of the construction. 


Mumtaz Nassar stated, "When this project was presented, we said that it was 
not the project that most needed to be carried out, and the government replied 
that it had a loan which stipulated that this project be carried out in order 
for use to be made of the loan. It has now happened that London has twice 
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broadcast that there are difficulties in the execution of the project because 

not enough proper maps of the water and sewer systems exist and because there 

is difficulty in diverting traffic to carry out the excavation work. As a re- 
sult, the construction companies have threatened to stop work on the project. 

I would like to know the truth about this matter, and I will be very happy if 

it is proved that what has been broadcast is not true." 


A Project for the Masses 


Eng Sulayman Mitwalli, the minister of transpprtation and communications, re- 
sponded to the request for clarification and the two questions. He said, 
"Regarding the importance of the metro tunnel project, I would like to state 
that it is the government of Egypt that asked for this project, as a result 

of studies that took 15 years. It came late. It ought to have been built 10 
years ago, but the economic conditions the country went through were the 
reason for the delay up to this point. It is a project for the masses, not 
the owners of cars, for whom it is easy to go to work in comfort and ease. It 
entails the transportation of 1 million citizens a day, at a rate of approxi- 
mately 50,000 passengers an hour in each direction." 


He went on, "We were not bound to have this project, specifically, constructed 
by French companies; rather, the project was put up for international bid, 

and our principle was that if the best bids came from the lending country, 
then those companies would carry it out." 


He said, "The project includes the construction of new channels for the system 
of such public utilities as water and sewers, far away from the metro route, 
so that if excavation is done the existing systems will not obstruct us, and 
work was started on the basis of the existing maps. However, we acknowledge 
that the maps were not of the necessary accuracy, and we therefore sought the 
aid of probes, making 400 probes in the areas of the excavation. However, in 
spite of that, it is likely that we will sometimes be taken by surprise by 
some obstacles as a result of the presence of pipes whose locations had not 
been known. However, that will happen on the narrowest scale." 


As regards the diversion of traffic, the minister said, "Of course the con- 
struction company wants the area in which it is working to be totally empty, 
but naturally that is hard to meet. Instead, traffic is diverted in part. 
Although that will affect the smooth flow of traffic, it will achieve the 
public interest in the end." 


Dr Zaynab al-Sabki commented, saying "The citizens who are now suffering from 
psychological and nervous pressures as a result of difficulties in traffic 
hope that this project will realize their hopes. My goal in the question was 
to be reassured that the project would not have any effect on the utility 
systems." 


Hasan Abu Hadaf said, "We are speaking in the name of the toiling masses. 
We request that the tunnel metro be built quickly, for their sake. Before 
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me I have the newspaper MAYU, in which there is an article in which the of- 
ficials, regarding the water and sewer systems, assert that the excavation 
work will not affect the utility systems." 


The assembly will resume its session this morning. 


11887 
CSO: 4504/369 
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NGYPT 


DEFENSE MINISTER DISCUSSES DEFENSE, ARAB POLICIES 
Cairo AKHBAR AL-YAW{ in Arabic 16 Apr 83 pp 3, 


fInterview with Defense Minister 'Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah by Sana' al~Said: 
"We Are Alertly Watching Moves toward Polarization in the Area"/ 


[Text] What is the scope of the American role in the area? What does the United 
States aspire to? It has not been possible for it, or it has failed, up to 

this point, to curb Israel and put a stop to it and its schemes in the area. 
These schemes conflict with peace: does the United States, in the context of 
its own strategic interest, aspire to inhibit the Arab world? What about the 
Soviet Union? 


Observers stress, and events prove, that the Soviet Union is coming back into 
the area again, in greater measure, especially since Reagan's political initi- 
ative has lost its effect in the area. At this point, the Soviets will bene 
fit from what they will et the time omnsider to be a major setback or defeat 
for the United States. What, however, are Soviet aspirations in the area? 

What does today's rapprochement between the Soviet Union and Syria, whose re- 
liance on the former has increased, mean? Can the Soviets change the balance 
of power in the region in order to attain a military balance with Israel? What 
are the dimensions of its rapprochement with Libya? What might the agreement 
in principle to conclude a friendship and cooperation agreement between the two 
of them mean? 


In a comprehensive interview with AKHBAR AL-YAW, Marshall Muhammad 'Abd~al- 
Halim Abu Ghazalah, the deputy premier and minister of defense and war production, 
asserts that while Egypt has no aggressive intentions toward any of its neigh 
bors, including Libya, any threat to Egypt's security, direct or indirect, will 
be met with full force and determination by Fgypt. 


He pointed out that Egypt views Libya's contacts regarding friendship and 
cooperation treaties with the Soviet Union, especially if its threats against 
the Sudan continue, with anxiety. He warned against the current situation in 
Lebanon and the situation on the Syrian-Israeli fronts. He pointed out that 
Syria's requisition of SAM-5 missiles will support its defense capability and 
could help achieve partial military balance between it and Israel. He cautioned 
that both the Arab-Israeli struggle and the Iraqi-Iranian conflict constitute a 
burden on Arab security. 
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He mentioned that the Arabs' only deterrent against any aggression lies in the 
attainment of Arab solidarity and the mobilization of powers behind a single 
objective. 


JQuestion/ In a speech she made at the seventh nonaligned conference, which was 
held last March, Indira Gandhi said that the desire for hegemony still exists, 
that neocolonialism is still lurking, and the courage to confront it must be 
present among the developing countries. 


The question is, what about Egypt? Might the United States today constitute 
neocolonialism, as far as it is concerned, especially since the United States' 
act of sending the AWACS to Egypt in the middle of last February, in what was 
called the Libyan-Sudanese crisis, has given this impression? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: Your question, in this form, entails a mixture of a num 
ber of different, contradictory subjects, and it is a mistake to link then 
together. I can say that this question of yours contains three questions: 


A. Our view regarding neocolonialism and the need for developing countries to 
confront it. 


Be. Our view on whether Egypt considers it is to be considered that the United 
States, in effect, constitutes neocolonialism, as far as we are concerned. 


C. The subject of the dispatch of AWACS aircraft by the United States during 
the recent Libyan-Sudanese crisis. 


As regards the first part of your question, concerning neocolonialism, I would 
like, in the course of answering it, to emphasize first of all the following 
basic facts: 


1. In the context of the international struggle between the two great powers, 
there is no doubt that each of them has the goal of dominating the greatest 
number of areas of influence, in order to guarantee its goals and objectives 
on the one hand and to confront its adversary on the other. 





2. As long as the struggle between the two camps continues, the attempts at 
polarization and extension of influence will continue in various forms. 


3. The political leadership in Egypt is totally aware of these things and these 
polarizarion attempts, especially since we have derived experience and lessons 
from our relations with the West and the East alike. 





4. Egypt is considered in the forefront of the countries which call for the 
resistance of attempts to extend influence in various forms. This position by 
Egypt is based not just on words: rather, it is reaffirmed in practice every 
day, on the stage of international activity. Perhaps the greatest testimony to 
that is Egypt's role in the field of support for the nonaligned movement. 


Egypt follows a talanced line in its foreign policy, openness to the countries 
of the world, and the establishment of good relations with all countries on the 
basis of equality, mutual respect and noninterference in domestic affairs. 
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Egypt is concerned with the settlement of the problems that exist in the area, 
which the major powers are exploiting as a means for encroaching and extending 
influence. 


Egypt rejects the establishment of any foreign bases on its territory. 


Egypt constantly asserts the importance of containing Arab disputes and the need 
to achieve Arab solidarity in a manner which will prevent the area from being 
turned into a permanent theater for cold war between the two powers, and resul- 
tant attempts to extend influence and foreign dominance. . 


[Question/ What about the second part of the question, on whether you consider 
the United States to constitute neocolonialism today, as far as you are con 
cerned? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: My comment on this is summarized by the fact that we 
consider that the United States is a country to which we are linked by firn, 
strong friendship on firm bases whose essential ingredients are mutual under— 
standing and mutual respect. The United States is a country which understands 
our point of view and respects our adherence to our principles bearing on nm- 
alignment and the rejection of interference in our domestic affairs. The United 
States is a country to which we are linked by special common interests as re- 
gards the attainment of comprehensive peace in the region. Perhaps its role as 
a full partner in the peace treaty is clear proof of that. As regards the 
matter of the United States' sending AWACS aircraft to Egypt during the recent 
Libyan-Sudanese crisis, I can point out that the presence of the AWACS in Egypt 
had been planned before the crisis occurred, in execution of prior training 
plans, and had no connection with the Libyan-Sudanese crisis. 


[Question/ The Libyan-Sudanese crisis referred to created the notion among some 
people that there is American-Egyptian collusion against Libya in the region. 
What is the truth regarding the incidents that have occurred in the course of 
that? To what extent does Libya still constitute a sensitive matter as far as 


Egypt goes? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: First, the Libyanm-Sudanese crisis, on the basis of veri- 
fied information available to the Sudan, can be summarized by the fact that Libya 
planned and prepared to provoke disturbances within the Sudan, and helped these 
disturbances in direct and indirect fashion with the goal of eliminating the 
Sudanese regime. 


Second, the steps and measures which Libya took to carry out this scheme were 
fully monitored, and the information bearing on it was confirmed. 


Third, what is stated about American-Egyptian collusion is only a lie and an 
absurdity, because we were totally concerned to avoid the occurence of any 
clash or aggravation of the crisis. As President Husni Mubarak has said before, 
Egypt got in touch with Libya to urge it to avoid risk-taking, and said that it 
was necessary to contain the crisis. 


[Question] What about Egypt's touchiness about Libya? 
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Libyan Intentions 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: Egypt's touchiness toward Libya is basically concentrated 
in possible Libyan intentions toward the Sudan. We for our part build our 
position on the following bases: 


A. Constant interest in working to curb Arab disputes. 


B. We have no aggressive intentions toward any of our neighbors, including 
Libya. 


(, When we strive for stability and good neighborliness with our neighbors, we 
do not do so from a premise of weakness or at the expense of our security and 
interests. We will confront any threat to our security in direct or indirect 
form with full force and determination. 


[Question/ However, it has been said that the whole crisis was just a fabrica- 
tion by the United States to make al—Qadhdhafi fall into the trap of an American 
military struggle and to use Egypt as bait to this end. 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: Who says that? The Libyan-Sudanese crisis, from verified 
information available to the Sudan regarding Libya's plans, intentions and 
preparations, arose as a threat to the security and stability of the Sudan, and 
I do not believe that the United States has anything to do with the matter. 


Question? In spite of its tremendous reserves of Soviet arms, Libya has sought 
to increase its arms procurement budget this year. Doesn't this constitute an 
object of fear for you, especially since it is not yet clear what the purpose in 
the arms is, and they are far beyond Libya's human resources? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: When any country plans its security policy, there is no 
doubt that it looks at what is happening with its neighbors, and there is no 
doubt that what is happening with them influences its plans regarding the attain- 
ment of security. As far as we are concerned, it is natural that we should do 
the same thing, look at, examine and study what is going on around us here and 
there, and include all of this in our calculations on security. 


We are fully aware that security is relative and always evolving and therefore 
we constantly are developing our security capabilities, taking the following 
principles into our consideration: 


1. The fact that we have no aggressive intentions toward any of our neighbors. 


“ 


2. The fact that security must be based on effective defensive strength. 


3. The fact that military weakness, in the language of the age, means an invi- 
tation to aggression. 


Question] A refrain is being repeated today whose gist is that there is an 


American scheme to besiege the area, the Middle East area, and that the Soviet 
Union is returning to the region for this purpose in order to save it from the 
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chaos into which it deteriorated in the past years, when the United States had 
a monopoly over matters in the area. In your estimation, which of them today 
constitutes the greater danger to the area? How can we be saved from being 
besieged? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: First of all, the Middle East, as we all know, is a 
vital area, and it has been and will remain an area of competition and struggle 
between the two great powers. 


Second, you say that it is being stated repeatedly that there is an American 
scheme to besiege, the Middle East. At the same time, on other occasions, we 
have heard that there is a Soviet scheme to besiege the Middle East. This talk 
in itself reflects the competition and struggle between the two powers in the 
area. 


Third, if we want to define the main features of security strategy for the area, 
we must take all the forces and factors that could threaten our security and 

our interests into account. In order for us to guarantee security and stability, 
I believe that it is necessary for us to concentrate on the following principles: 


A. The need to seek to avoid having the Middle East area turn into a theater 
for cold hot war between the two great powers. It will be essential to work to 
alleviate the intensity of the tension in the area to the greatest possible 


degree. 


B. The need to put an end to Arab disputes, achieve Arab solidarity and elim 
inate attempts at polarization and the policy of axes on the Arab stage. 


C. Rapid attainment of a permanent just solution to the major struggles in the 
area, especially the Arab-Israeli struggle, the Iraqi-Iranian struggle and the 
conflict in the Horn of Africa. 


D. The provision of circumstances which will permit the Arab nation to use its 
various capabilities effectively to attain its goals and interests. 


Warnings and Threats 


[Question/ Soviet threats have been reiterated on that which have recently 
affirmed that preparations are being made by the United States and Israel to 
launch an aggression against Syria. Might that happen? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: Like you, I have read about Soviet warnings about the 
possibilities of aggression against Syria. Also, charges are being exchanged 
between the two great powers on the situation in a number of other areas of 
the world, and I believe that these sorts of accusations and warnings, in some 
of their aspects, reflect features of a cold war and propaganda war between 
the two powers. 


There is no doubt that the situation in Lebanon and on the Syrian-Israeli 
front might entail risks, as long as a solution to the Lebanese problem is not 
reached and peace in this area is not attained. 




















Of course, in light of the absence of relations between us and Syria, we do not 
have adequate information on the particular character of the military situation 
and the statements that are being reiterated regarding military prrparations in 
this area. Therefore, it is difficult for us accurately to specify the likely 
developments in the military situation there, although, through our study of 
the development of events during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and the period 
that followed that, we can produce a deduction whose gist is that both Syria 
and Israel, and also both the United States and the Soviet Union, are anxious 
to avoid the occurrence of a comprehensive military confrontation between 

Syria and Israel. 


[Question/ It is American hegemony that dominates the atmosphere in the Middle 
East and is trying to impose itself by helping Israel. In the light of this, 
some people fear that what is happening in Lebanon today is only part of a 
comprehensive deal which will allow an American military presence in Lebanon, 
following the withdrawal of the foreign forces from it. What is your comment 
on that? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: As far as the Lebanese problem goes, statements by 
American officials point to the United States’ interest in working rapidly to 
arrive at a problem to the Lebanese problem which will guarantee the departure 
of foreign forces from Lebanon, and the dominance of Lebanese authority in all 
areas of Lebanon. So far, the negotiations to resolve the Lebanese problem 
have been continuous, and the United States is constantly rferring to its in- 
terest in rapidly arriving at an agreement to resolve the Lebanese problem. In 
addition, the decree by the American President, Regan, which includes the sus~ 
pension of the dispatch of the F-16 aircraft transaction to Israel, has come 
about as a measure which gives the impression of the United States of America's 
intention to adopt a more positive role. In conclusion, we must wait to see 
what the American role in the area of the settlement of the Lebanese problem 
will produce. 


Military Competition 


[Question/ Conversely, it is said that the Soviet Union today is trying to 
regain its status and weight in the area again and that proof of that is ob 
vious and is manifested in the provision of batteries of SAM=-5 Soviet anti- 
aircraft missiles, which have the farthest range of the missiles, to Syria, in 
addition to the increase in Soviet advisors, which have revived American anxiety. 
Is this a start of a new struggle between the two powers in the region? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: The Arab-Israeli struggle, in some of its aspects, 
reflects the features of the cold war between the two great powers. What is 
happening on the Syrian-Israeli stage represents, in part, one of the mani- 
festations of this cold war. I believe that there is a mutual relationship in 
the Middle East equation whose substance is that increased conflict between 

the two great powers in the area will be followed by increased regional struggles, 
and that increased regional tension and the escalation of military competition 

in it wiil lead to an increase in the role of competition between the two great 
powers. 














Syria's acquisition of SAM-5 ground—to-air missiles supports Syria's defense 
capability, and can help achieve partial military balance between it and Israel; 
however, the increasing numbers of Soviet advisors in Syria will be considered 
tantamount to an increase in Soviet influence there by the countries of the 
West. There is no doubt that it is important to work to prevent the area from 
turning into a theater for conflict between the two great powers, and it is 
necessary that all parties seek to arrive at a comprehensive, permanent, just 
solution to the struggle in the Middle East. 


Libya's Connections 


[Question/ Last March, an understanding in principle on the treaty of friend- 
ship and cooperation between Libya and the Soviet Union was reached. It has 
been said that it came about as a reflection of Libya's fears about American 
intentions in the area. The question is, is it possible that this treaty 
could constitute an irritation vis-a-vis Egypt and the Sudan, especially when 
we take the defense alliance that was concluded 2 years ago among Libya, 
Ethiopia and South Yemen into account? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: The Soviet-Libyan treaty of friendship and cooperation 
is of formal significance, in the light of the following: 


A. Libya is indeed linked with countries of the Warsaw Pact, such as Czecho-= 
slovakia, Bulgaria, and other countries, by agreements and treaties of friend 
ship and cooperation. 


B. Libya is linked by military alliance with Ethiopia and Aden, and each of 
them is linked to the Soviet Union and countries of the Warsaw Pact by treaties 
of friendship and cooperation. 


C. There are extensive military links between Libya and the Soviet Union, and 
there are several thousand Soviet military advisors in Libya. 


D. There is no doubt that we will view Libya's connections with the Soviet 
Union and the Warsaw Pact countries through friendship and cooperation treaties 
in a manner that could result in a foreign military presence close to our 
borders with anxious eyes, especially if Libyan threats to its neighbors, es- 
pecially the Sudan, continue. 


Israel's Success — Why? 


/Question/ What is the basis for the Israeli expansion in the area, relying 
on the military support of the United States, which is now responsible for 

the continued tension, for which nothing is better proof than the deal for 200 
new air-to-air missiles for Israel, which has been described as a part of 
the United States' permanent policy to aid and protect Israel's security? 
What is the significance of that, in your view? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: It is true that the United States has guaranteed and is 
guaranteeing Israel's security. It is true that the United States is the main 
source of arms for Israel, and that Israel, in its expansion policy, relies 

on the imposition of faits accompli, which is dependent on its military power. 
However, more important than this is the fact that Israel's success in attain 
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ing its objectives depends primarily on the Arab nation's failure to exploit 

its capabilities and powers in an effective manner. I can assure you here that 
if the Arabs succeed in eliminating their disputes, and work with good inten— 
tions to achieve solidarity and mobilize their forces behind a single goal, 

that will be the best deterrent to any force in the area that thinks of launching 
an aggression or expansion, and that will also be in effect an effective re- 
serve that can guarantee peace and stability in the area. 


Question] Israeli military superiority always offers a temptation to roam 
about at will in the area. How can you, through the peace you are experiencing 
with Israel, neutralize its military power, especially since the attainment of 
deterrence and balance are the basis of strategy? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: We consider that the peace that has been reached between 
us and Israel is tantamount to a stage along the road to a comprehensive, just 
permanent peace in the area. 


There is no doubt that the attainment of a comprehensive, just peace will lead 
to the provision of a climate from which a new equation will arise, regarding 
specific factors on the rules of relations among the countries in the region on 
the one hand and the balance in the management of the conflict in the area on 
the other hand. One result of this equation might be the eclipse of military 
power as a sole or basic means for managing relations or realizing objectives. 


In another area, we believe that peace cannot just be built on hopes, but that 
peace must be built on strong material foundations, and military balance con— 
stitutes one of these foundations. 


Nor is there any contradiction between peace and the possession of a deterrent 
defense capability, because the possession of such a capability is to be con 
sidered one of the factors supporting peace, especially since the notion of 
deterrent defensive capability lies in possessing the capability to convince 

the adversary that launching an aggression will do him no good and that the con 
tinuation of peace is the best available option. 


Iraq and Iran 


[Question/ On the fourth anniversary of the establishment of the Islamic Re 
public of Iran, the danger is again escalating, through Khomeyni's statements 
that Iran has now become the major country in the region and through his vow 
that Iran will continue the war with Iraq until it is victorious. What is your 
current military evaluation of the war? Could we still say that there is a sort 
of military balance between the two countries? What is your conception of the 
course of this war, now that the Soviet Union has relinquished its neutrality 
regarding it and has resumed shipping arms to Iraq? | 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: The Iraqi-Iranian war is characterized by as nature as a 
relatively stable war of attrition. In the light of the military capability now 
available to both parties, I do not believe that either of them can resolve 

the war to its benefit. So far, one can say that there has been a balance in 
the military position between the two forces. However, we do not have any 
knowledge of the Soviet Union's relinquishment of its neutrality or of the arms 
it has provided Iraq. 
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On the other hand, we expect that the war will go on, in its attritional con 
text, especially since the Iranian command is anxious to exploit the continuation 
of this war as a card for putting pressure on Iraq and sapping its economic, 
military, and moral powers, in addition to the interest the Iranian leaders have 
in the continuation of the war to serve their internal position and ensure the 
continuation of the revolution. 


[Question] At a time when the general feeling is growing that a new effort is 
needed to end the Iraqi-Iranian war, voices are being raised that the hour of 
decision for a settlement which will prevail between the Arabs and Israel has 
drawn near; thus, Iran and Israel seem to be two parties putting pressure on 
the region. The question is, which of them in your view is more burdensome? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: First, the area of the Arab East, by which I mean the 
area that is bounded by the Arab Gulf to the east and the Nile Valley to the 
west, is in effect to be considered a single strategic bloc, since any threat 
to any part of it is a threat to the area as a whole. 


Second, both the Arab-Israeli dispute and the Iraqi-Iranian dispute lie within 
this region, and each of them without a doubt has an effect on security and 
stability in this strategic bloc. 


Third, anyone planning national security must take into consideration the fact 
that security is an integral whole and that security is relative; therefore, 

it is necessary to take all threats and dangers that might threaten this security 
into consideration. 


Fourth, some people, especially the countries of the Arab Gulf, might consider 
that the Iragi-Iranian war is more burdensome for the Arabs, while others, 
especially the countries close to Israel, consider that Israel is more burden— 
some for the Arabs, but, if you ask me my opinion, I will say that both the 
Arab-Israeli struggle and the Iraqi-Iranian struggle constitute a burden to 
Arab security, and therefore one must strive with broad steps to arrive at an 
urgent solution to these struggles in a manner that will be in keeping with 
Arab interests. 





Sources of Arms 


[Question/ It might be said that the country which imports weapons is generally 
subject in its strategic decisions to the country which supplies it with those 
arms. Does that apply in any case to Egypt today in its relations with the 
United States as a main supplier of arms? Is that the basic reason which has 
encouraged you to diversify arms sources, in the desire to break the American 
monopoly? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: Egyptian policy, which is aimed at the diversification 
of arms sources, was drawn up and carried out in the wake of the October 1973 
war, that is, before we obtained a single bullet from the United States. 





In addition to that, our acquisition of arms from any foreign country is carried 
out in accordance with the following factors: 
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A. Our short and long-range plans to develop our armed forces. 


B. Our studies of international arms, and the choice of those which are suitable 
for us. 


C. Our abilities to finance the purchase of these arms. 


Our acquisition of American arms is proceeding in accordance with these prin- 
ciples. Our acquisition of American arms does not affect our strategic deci- 
sions, in the sense that we are not subject to the country that supplies us 
with the arms in our strategic decisions. 


The United States is considered the most important source, as far as we are 
concerned, in the area of arms procurement, as a result of the following: 


A. The United States' understanding of our defense needs. 

B. The financial facilities it offers us. 

C. The suitability of American arms to our technical and tactical requirements. 
Deterrence — To Prevent Aggression 


[Question] What is Egypt's security situation in the context of its military 
capabilities? To what extent does the Egyptian army constitute an effective, 
capable deterrent force? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: What I can say is that the Egyptian armed forces are 
going through constant development in military capabilities in the context of 
long-range and short-range development plans, in order to arrive at the attain- 
ment of a deterrent capability which will be able to prevent aggression against 
their territory. The armed forces also have the goal, in each stage of their 
development, of necessarily having access to the necessary defensive capabili- 
ties to guarantee the requirements of defense, in order to cope with all 
eventualities. In this framework, our armed forces are carrying out their plans 
carefully in a manner that will guarantee the successful execution of the tasks 
assigned to them. 


Our Progress in War Manufacture 


[Question/ What steps have we taken so far to realize self-sufficiency in the 
context of the manufacture of arms? How has Egypt overcome the financing ele 
ment? In what time period will it be possible to manufacture multi-purpose 
aircraft? What market might accommodate gur arms production? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: First, we are in the process, in the realm of war manu 
facture and production, of taking the following principles into account: 


A. The need to execute our manufacturing policy in accordance with a program 
that has been carefully planned, relying on stage-by-stage progress and a real- 
istic attitude which is in keeping with our technical and material abilities 

on the one hand and will ensure the continuation and stability of this industry, 
and its freedom from future bottlenecks, on the other. 
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B. Concentration on the attainment of self-sufficiency in major weapons in the 
armed forces in a manner that has been set down in the context of the long- 
range plan. 


Second, we are now manufacturing spare parts, maintaining all the spare parts 
available to us, maintaining all small arms and various forms of ammunition, 

and manufacturing artillery, armored vehicles and signal equipment. We are 

also manufacturing Alphajet aircraft in cooperation with France and are on our 
way to manufacturing Egyptian tanks. As for the manufacture of multi-purpose 
aircraft, we will manufacture Mirage 2000's in part, in cooperation with France. 
Our plan has the aim of eventually manufacturing most parts of the multi-purpose 
fighter plane. 


Third, the financing of war industries is now based on domestic sources and some 
foreign loans. 


Fourth, we are now concentrating on allocating our war production to respond 
to the needs of our armed forces. As regards appropriate markets for the 
Egyptian arms market in the future, I believe that the Arab stage and the 
African stage will be among the most suitable markets. 


Our Military Strategy 


(Question Among the many tasks that lie on the shoulders of the armed forces, 
one wonders whether the role of the Egyptian army is restricted to strategic 
defense operations or whether it is prepared today to assume the role of stra- 
tegic offense, which has become a major demand required by deterrence. 





Marshal Abu Ghazalah: Modern war consists of diverse models of defensive and 
offensive operations. There is no pure defense or pure offense. In addition, the 
outlining of any country's military strategy takes place in accordance with 
precise studies of the situation potentials for conflict, the methods which the 
adversary might follow and other factors. We, in outlining military strategy 

and developing our combat methods, pay total attention to all of that, and 

seek to follow methods which are in keeping with our security requirements and 

the successful attainment of our goals, and that is our primary mission. 


[Question/ In some cases, you refuse to respond to certain issues, repeating 
that a given issue is subject to political decisions. The question that I am 
raising here is, don't the Egyptian armed forces have any political role? That 
is, do the armed forces here have any effect on political thinking and political 
decisionmaking in the government? 


Marshal Abu Ghazalah: First, political decisions are taken by the political 
leadership, and the armed forces have no role in them. That is totally natural. 





Second, the armed forces do not enter into politics. It is well know, and to be 
taken for granted, not just here but in all the civilized world, that the armed 
forces are a professional system whose mission first and last is constantly to 
prepare for combat to attain the requirements of military security in accordance 
with what the political leadership outlines and specifies. 
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ISRAEL 


FOREIGN DEBT, LOAN ACQUISITION DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 10 May 83 (supplement "24 Hours") p 9 


[Article by Gideon Eshet: "The External Debt Has Reached Dimensions Which 
Will Make Acquisition of Loans Abroad Difficult"] 


[Text] A week ago, the media reported, based upon data from the Central Office 
of Statistics, that the foreign debt of Israel amounts to about $28 billion. 
The day before yesterday, the data of the overseer of foreign currency in the 
Bank of Israel were made public. From those it appears that the external 

debt to the end of 1982 reached “only" about $21 billion. Thus, the foreign 
debt for each individual shrunk by about $5,000. 


Is it that within a week a significant improvement took place in the situation 
of Israel's foreign obligations? 


The gap, as usual, stems from differing definitions of the identical concept. 
The Statistics Office includes in the debt the gross -- that is, how much we 
owe without deducting from this amount the debts which foreign sources owe to 
us. The Bank of Israel uses the narrower definition and so the data appear 
more optimistic. 


Beyond the discussion between these two governmental institutions the picture 
is not particularly encouraging for several reasons. 


In recent years a number of countries have been thrust into a crisis in the 
area of their foreign currency. Countries such as Mexico, Brazil and Argentina 
accumulated debts of some $80 billion each. The western world agreed to give 
them loans in such a wide scope since they controlled gigantic natural resour. es 
which appeared as appropriate security for loans, 


Ultra Care 


But it turns out that it is not so. Subsequently, the banks in the western 
countries began exercising ultra-care in the scope of the loans which they give. 
As the debt of a country rises, so the banks exercise more care. During the 
past year alone, our debt increased by some 15 percent. Little by little 
Israel is approaching the red line. 


27 





A change, not for the good, is taking place in the structure of the debt as 
well. Economists customarily check the proportion of the short-term debt to 
the overall debt. A debt which must be repaid within the year is "heavier" 
than a debt of the same amount which needs to be repaid within 5 years. There 
was a time when the Treasury would routinely limit short-term debt to 5 
percent of the overall debt. Were they to continue this practice today as 
well, the short-term debt would stand at about $5 billion dollars in effect. 
During the course of 1983, Israel will be required to repay debts totalling 
$6 billion, and as time goes forward the pressure of short-term debt is 
increasing. It is true that a portion of this debt may be "rolled over". 
However, as we reach an extent such as ours, the banks begin to worry about 
their money. 


Light Debt 


The data on export for the month of April made public today indicate that the 
decline is continuing. During the first third of the year, export was 8 
percent less than that of the parallel period one year ago. In many other 
countries an increase of import with a reduction of export would bring about 

a decrease in cash surplus. In Israel the superiority is increasing inasmuch 
as the government encourages the banks to take loans from abroad. The banks 
abroad from which the money is borrowed know that the reduction in exports 

and increase in imports reduce the capability of Israel to repay the loans. As 
the process continues, and at this stage there are no indications that there is 
a change in goal, they will begin tc exercise ultra-care with us. 


Most of Israel's debt is government debt. It is principally debt to the US, 
for security and economic support, and a lesser portion of it is debt to the 
Jews of the world, who acquired bonds. The figure is over $13 billion. This 
is a relatively light debt. The interest paid on it is low, as compared with 
the interest paid on other loans. Also, the maturity period is long, making 
things a great deal easier. Were this debt, as a portion of the overall debt, 
to increase -- that would indicate an improvement. In actuality the reverse 
is happening. Despite the Americans providing more and more aid and despite 
the Jews of the world contributing far more money than in the past, this is still 
insufficient to satisfy the needs of Israel. We are in need of more private 
loans. 


No Data 


During the current year, the government debt increased by about 8 percent while 
the debt of private sources increased by more than 32 percent and totals at 
present about $6 billion as compared with $4 billion at the end of 1980. 


Private debt is directed principally to the financing of the living standard 
by means of imports. Only a small portion of it is directed toward investment 
in the economy which can generate dollars usable for retirement of foreign debts. 


This is the background for the criticism which has recently been leveled against 
the policy of the Treasury. During an interview with YEDI'OT AHARONOT at the 
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end of last week, Prof Mikha'el Bruno explained that the time is approaching 
when the public will begin to accumulate foreign currency for fear that the 
government will raise its price in order to forestall the developments 


indicated above. Until now, there are no unequivocal data that in fact this 
is what is taking place. 
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ISRAEL 


TEL AVIV TRAFFIC CRISIS, ‘SINGAPORE PLAN' DISCUSSED 


Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 13 May 83 (supplement -- "Voice of Tel 
Aviv") p 9 


[Article by Uri Aloni and Nehama Du‘ak: "The Singapore Story"] 


{Excerpts} Tel Aviv is facing a serious danger which is likely to bring about 
a complete stoppage of traffic movement. The diagnosis is traffic stopyage. 
The number of vehicles streaming into the city daily is increasing, like 
cholesterol in the blood, impairing the breathing of the largest city in 
Israel and slowing its pulse rate. The experts say that if something is not 
done soon, Tel Aviv will become one big area of blocked movement. 


Every day the situation gets worse. Residents of the neighborhoods north of 
Tel Aviv used to know that to avoid traveling during rush hours, they would 
have to leave home in their vehicles before 7 am or after 8. Now there are 
traffic jams from 7 till almost 10 am. From the crossroads of Einstein St. 
and Haifa Way to the "Tnuva" building at the entrance to the city, the trip 
takes 45 minutes. The trip from the Sharon Heights to Tel Aviv is likely to 
take over an hour instead of 15-20 minutes under ordinary conditions. 


Five Million Trips a Day 


In the past, things were tried when the situation was much less serious, but 
all of them failed. A plan for carpooling, according to which drivers from the 
various regions outside of Tel Aviv would take turns driving their friends to 
work according to a rotating schedule, failed. Parking lots were set up for 
free parking for drivers at the outskirts of the city so that drivers would park 
there and continue on their way using public transportation, but these remained 
empty. The "Singapore" plan, which was talked about a lot, in which the central 
city would be closed to private vehicles, never got past the conceptual stage 
to receive serious consideration. Nevertheless, it is brought up again and 
again as a solution to the traffic problems of the city. 


Deputy commander Aryeh Amit, head of operations in the Yarlon region of the 
Tel Aviv government district, believes that the most effective solution would 
be along the lines of the "Singapore" plan. According to him, the closing off 
of the center of the city to private vehicles would accomplish two things. It 
would lighten the load inside the city and it would reduce the number of 
vehicles entering the city in order to get to the commercial districts. 
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Dan Holtzman, new director-general of the company, "Netiveh Ayalon," thinks that 
we need to approach the problem along two lines: a solution for the short run 
of up to 5 years and a long-term solution till the year 2000. Among others 
working on the short-term solution is the joint committee which will present 

its interim report in May. 


"The committee," says Dan, "must present solutions in two areas: how to 
increase the switchover from private to public vehicles and how to make better 
use of the existing road system. In the second area, it will do a lot to 
expand junctions, change traffic lights, open roads to right turns on a 
blinking light and left at a traffic light." 


The long-term solutions are much more ambitious, and they are based on the 
assumption that in the year 2000 there will be 2 million people in Tel Aviv, 
that approximately 5 million trips will be made every day compared to 2 million 
at present. Till then, those in the Ayalon project are hoping that the 
suburban transit vehicles will operate, carrying passengers along the river bed 
from Petah Tiqva in the North to Holon and Bat-Yam in the South, with potential 
additional lines which will reach Herzliya on the one hand and Lod on the other. 


A Hearing in Needed 


At the session of the municipal council which took place this week on Sunday, 
a council member from the opposition, Avraham Yissky, proposed that the agenda 
include the subject of the "Singapore Plan." According to him, the plan is 
not feasible. "I cannot see a situation," said Yissky, "in which policemen 
will stand at the entrance to the city and will not allow private vehicles to 
enter. I am especially concerned about the fact that they will not allow 
tradespeople to enter because the direct result will be that trade will go 

to other cities." 


"The Israeli public is undisciplined," says Commander Avraham Turgeman, the 
chief of police for the Tel Aviv district, "and that is the reason that this 
plan cannot be implemented." Commander Turgeman says that a joint committee 
of the office of transportation, the police and the municipality has been 

established, and this committee is supposed to present its conclusions soon. 


"The Singapore Plan," says Turgeman, “depends on so many factors that it is 
hard for me to see it materialize. It requires that public transportation 
be made more efficient, that we change travel practices and the mentality of 
the Israeli citizen. We must tell him, ‘you cannot enter the center of the 
city.’ If they limit entry to the city, they will bring about the death 
of trade in the heart of the city. The heads of the city want to compare 
the mentality of Singapore residents with Israeli residents, and that is 
doomed from the start to fail." 


Avraham Yissky has an idea as to why the plan is brought up from time to time. 
According to him, the mayor knows that the plan is not feasible, but he wants 
to create the impression for the public that he is involved in matters of 
transportation and is concerned enough about the city's resident to want to 
try to solve the transportation crunch in the city. 
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In any case, it appears that the residents of Tel Aviv should not expect 

new edicts in the area of transportation, at least until after city elections. 
As ‘'Chich' already expressed it, "I am not crazy enough to implement such a 
program before elections. I would be likely to lose the votes of the drivers." 
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ISRAEL 


KIBBUTZIM DISPUTE CLAIM OF SOLDIERS' DECREASED MOTIVATION 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 10 May 83 (supplement "24 Hours") p 9 
[Article: "‘Almost All -- In Battle Units'"] 


[Text] The surprising findings about the drop in motivation and in the morale 
of kibbutz members as servicemen, which were revealed by a study undertaken by 
the Department of Behaviorial Sciences of the IDF, have raised a specific furor 
amoung kibbutz people. There are those who doubt the reliability of the 
findings. "This survey angered me, I cannot accept it," Dani Shim'oni of 

Geva, a member of the security committee of TAKAM [United Kibbutz Movement], 
told me. 


Shim'oni asserts emphatically that many young people with whom he has met 
subsequent to their mobilization and in their units demonstrate what he terms 
“extra-motivation", attempting to "conquer" every opening in choice units. 

In the context of his function, Dani Shim'oni has met with all of the regular 
service people of TAKAM and with twelfth-year students about to be mobilized. 
If the IDF will permit him to make public data which he holds, Shim'oni will 
prove, according to him, that almost 100 percent of the young men from the 
kibbutzim prefer to join combat units. 


The study which encompassed musters which were mobilized during the years 
1980-81 did not indicate a drop in the readiness of kibbutz members to join 
combat units; it indicated that the sons.of the kibbutzim revealed less 
motivation to advance in their military service and to become officers, as 
compared with young people from other sectors of the population, those 

coming from development towns, moshavim, and cities. Their morale, too, and 
their spirit during training is lower (on the average) than those of the 
others. These findings appear particularly surprising in the light of a 
comparison with a similar study that was conducted by Dr Yehud Amir about 17 
years ago, in 1966. That study indicated that the young people of the 
kibbutzim stood out prominently in their readiness to volunteer and in their 
accomplishments over all other sectors of the population. Dr Amir's study also 
brought to light the heavy social pressure then exerted upon the young people 
from the kibbutzim, the pressure "to be all right" and "to prove yourself" in 
battle in the military. During the years of the sixties it was customary to 
present for approval of a meeting of the kibbutz, the transfer of individual 














youngsters to non-combatant "job" such as the IDF orchestra or a military 
band. 


During the sixties a classic story circulated in the kibbutzim about the 
tragedy of a young man who succeeded in hiding from the mobilization office a 
light defect of his heart, was accepted (as were all of them!) for a combat 
unit, expired during one of the campaigns and his last words before he died 
were, "What a disgrace ..." Today that social pressure has of course 
lessened. Yehuda Arzi of En Hahoresh, who today coordinates the security 
department of the Kibbutz Ha'artzi [National Kibbutz Movement] feels that the 
anxiety with respect to volunteering for officer and for flight service is 
anchored in the fact that the kibbutz imparts all kinds of benefits on returnees 
from military service: a sabbatical year, study, trips abroad. This appears 
in the eyes of its young people as a society of plenty, thus they prefer not 
to sign up for regular service or to be a "small chieftain" in the military. 
(The remarks of Arzi were recorded in this column last week). 


Other security people from the Kibbutz Ha'artzi point to political reasons for 
the drop in motivation and morale. In a discussion in which members of a 
kibbutz who are senior officer in the reserves participated, it was indicated 
that since the reversal there is a specific alienation in the relationship of 
kibbutz people to the IDF -- they tend to identify it with the LIKUD government. 
At that same discussion a fear was expressed about the complaining influence of 
the movement's printed media regarding identification with the state. 


On this matter I was told by Arye Dagan of Merhavia, a lieutenant colonel 
(Res.) and formerly coordinator of the defense department of the Kibbutz Ha- 
artzi: "Signs such as ‘Stop Running in the Lead!, movements such as ‘There 
Is A Limit', expressions of alienation and protest regarding the legitimacy 
of the government cause our sons to lose patience with the commentators. I 
fear very much that we are approaching the red line. I fear that the erosion 
among our young people has increased since the Lebanese war." 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


NO "PEACE NOW COMMERCIALS--Broadcast Advertising Services, responsible for 
advertising broadcasts over Qol Yisrael [Voice of Israel], yesterday informed 
the Peac: Now Movement that owing to a directive from higher up, there would 
not be brvadcast effective today the advertising messages of the movement. 

The message which was cancelled calls upon youth to come to a national 
convention of Peace Now, which is to take place next Monday. The cancelled 
message was broadcast over the past 3 days during the evening hours 3 times 
each evening on Channel 3. Yesterday sources from Broadcast Advertising 
Services conta::ted the offices of Peace Now to inform them that effective today 
the above-mentioned segment would no longer be broadcast. The clerk who 
conveyed the information stated that the decision was made at high levels. 

The Peace Nos movement announced yesterday that if the Broadcast Authority 
administration did not withdraw the cancellation, the party would go to 
litigation. The spokeswoman for the Broadcast Authority, Ari'el Ravdal, said 
yesterday tlat only in error was the broadcast by Peace Now approved. When 
the error cane to light, it was decided to cancel the broadcast. According 

to her, it is not acceptable on Qol Yisrael to broadcast service announcements 
on politica’ subjects. [Text] [Tel Aviv 'AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 12 May 83 p 1] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


GOVERNOR OF TABUK PROVINCE DISCUSSES AMBITIOUS PROJECTS IN AREA 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 754, 1 Jun 83 pp 3-9 


/Article: "Prince ‘Abd-al-Majid ibn 'Abd-al-'Aziz to AL-YAMAMAH: A Massive Tour- 
ist Project on the Red Sea Coast"/ 


/Text/ What occurred to our minds the most as we were approaching an evening ap- 
pointment with Prince 'Abd-al-Majid ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz were the young people. This 
is because there are eight secondary schools in Tabuk which graduate young people 
with diverse aspirations each year, and also because we were all "young people," 
and men are fuelled by youth and ambition for the future. He told us, "The nation 
is more in need of technically specialized young persons than administrative em- 
ployees." He went on to say, "Placing emphasis on this fact, we have thought a 
little bit about establishing a faculty for young men in Tabuk so that a determina- 
tion of its field of specialization can be made in terms of the need of the area 
itself, through thorough scientific study. As for young girls, a faculty of edu- 
cation has been opened in King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz University, and, following contacts 
between the competent department in the office of the governor of the province and 
King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz University in Jiddah, an academic delegation of university pro- 
fessors prepared a field study which is now with the Ministry of Higher Education. 
It is part of the province's aspirations that there should be a science faculty 
which will give the nation technical personnel who can meet some of our needs in 
technical fields. Tayma', for instance, because of its central position in the 
agricultural area, has need for a faculty of agriculture which can cover the whole 
province with its services through specialized technical young men." 


We said, "Before we ask about anything else, what about agriculture? We consider 
that what has been achieved in agriculture so far is not in keeping with the ambi- 
tion of the province, which is rich in good soil and water, which are everything 
as far as agriculture goes." 


He said, "What has been achieved does not embody any of our aspirations, especi- 
ally since we started late in concentrating on agriculture as a source of national 
income. It is fortunate that the agricultural land in Tabuk has not been badly 
worked and that its groundwater wells have not been depleted. The agricultural 
company which was established recently has come into being, and one of its goals 
has been to preserve this resource and regulate its use. The first area which 

the company will farm will be 80,000 donums, in which 100 wells will be drilled, 
and thus the company will seek to reduce the costs of production and preserve 
water resources. | 
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"There are four agricultural companies in the kingdom which are interconnected by 
solid cooperation, for example, the Ha'il Agricultural Company, which has shares 
in the capital of the Tabuk Agricultural Company, and the Tabuk Company, which has 
shares in the al-Qusaym Agricultural Company. 


"Among future agricultural projects, there also are 50 agricultural projects which 
the Ministry of Agriculture will carry out. These include wheat farming, cattle 
and poultry raising, dairy production and so forth. 


"At this point, let me praise the concept of the agricultural companies . which are 
working to reduce costs to a great extent. Their establishment does not mean that 
no ccoperation exists between individual farmers and their neighbors. Now that 
about 1,500 plots of farmland have been distributed to citizens, if every 50 of 
these citizens participate in the establishment of a single agricultural project, 
that will be better for them, and for the land and the water." 


/Question/ What about health? 


/Answer/ We have seen how health services have started to improve. As part of 
this process, the new central hospital will be inaugurated in 6 months and will 

be managed by an international company. It will include the construction of four 
hospitals, each with a 100-bed capacity, in Diba’, Tayma', al-Wajh and Amlaj. For 
example, the al-Wajh hospital will be constructed in record time, in 10 months, 
and the hospital will have a distinctive location by the sea, 


In one private health project, a businessman will build a 100-bed hospital. In 
addition, the King ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz Philanthropic Society has thought of establish- 
ing a hospital, and preliminary studies carried owt by specialists in the United 
States recommended that the hospital be specialized in bones, while there is 
another hospital for children. Within the plan of the Social Insurance Organiza- 
tion, there is the notion of establishing a hospital which will be wholly owned 
by the organization, and we hope that the Ministry of Health and the Insurance Or- 
ganization will extend a helping hand to this philanthropic organization, so that 
it can offer things for this province. 


/Question/ What about your aspirations in developing the province in general? 


/Answer/ Development is a comprehensive policy which the government is pursuing 
in all areas of the kingdom. What has happened and is going on in Tabuk lies 
within a comprehensive plan, whether it exists here or with others beside me, 


However, I can say that none have been of my major aspirations yet. When I feel 
that I cannot offer anything to my king and my country, I will not stay ona 
single day. I believe that we in Tabuk started to progress along the proper road 
6 months ago, when we signed a contract with a specialized firm to replan the 
Province of Tabuk within the scientific field studies for defining priorities. 


/Question/ Will the planning include old Tabuk as well? 


/Answer/ The old part will not be neglected. The planning will concentrate on 
the old and the new alike. Some things cannot be determined until the studies 
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on them are completed. There are, for example, some sections where the property 
can be expropriated or for which alternatives can be provided, so that all citi- 
zens are given substitute housing. 


/Question/ While we are talking about development, what about the villages in 
the province, especially since the experiment with the village complexes has not 
played the role actually assigned to it of reviving the villages? 


/Answer/ Many of the villages and settlements in the province have been surveyed 
and agricultural land in them has been distributed. It has been observed that 
the villages and settlements of Tabuk are not so numerous as to make the process 
of developing them a difficult one. 


The villages of the coast, such as al-Muwaylih, Sharma, Qayyal and al-Huzaybah, 
have their own planning. In al-Bad’ there is a village complex which is seeking 
to be revived and developed. 


However, what makes the work of these complexes difficult are our needs for an in- 
tegrated administrative and technical apparatus in the province and the shortage 
of manpower and material resources available to these complexes. All the munici- 
palities and the village complex in the Province of Tabuk are connected to a 
single agency, which is the Municipality of Tabuk. We have observed an improve- 
ment in development and services, but the shortage of technical and administrative 
personnel is an obstacle in the way of rapid development. 


However, I am very optimistic. I can see many qualified young Saudis starting to 
take part in the construction process, and I become more optimistic when I see 
many applications to work in the province submitted by qualified people who are 
not residents of the province. 


/Question/ However, many villages and settlements continue to need agricultural 
roads that will facilitate the development process as the years progress. 


/Answer/ I visited these villages more than once, and found that they are suffer- 
ing greatly from more than one standpoint, in terms of paying loans every year, 
and in terms of marketing their production on the other hand. [I have written a 
report on the subject and sent it to the Ministry of Communications, which has co- 
operated with us; these agricultural roads will be built this year or next. 


/Question/ People here are talking about more than one project, for instance the 
recreational project which will be established in the former railway zone. 


/Answer/ This project was the Faculty of Engineering graduation project of one 
of the people from the province. A sum of money has been allocated to that to 
study it, and it is considered an integrated recreational project of its kind. 
It includes restaurants, parks, and children's games, and it is distinguished by 
the fact that it lies in the center of town and will also include a zoo. I be- 
lieve that when it is completed it will be splendid and unique. 
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/Quest ion/ People in Tabuk are also talking about 2 massive project which will 
be set up on the coast. 


/Answer/ No one who has not visited this province, in particular the area of the 
coast, can evaluate its true worth. For instance, the area of Qayyal, the area 

of Bakr, and its coast, are among the most superb seashores in the kingdom, if not 
the world. There is a massive tourist project in whose construction a number of 
companies are cooperating, including the Saudi Hotel and Restaurant Company. I 
previously informed his majesty the king about the preliminary designs for the 
project, and his majesty has given them his blessings. 


The project consists of a tourist village containing approximately 300 villas and 
hotels and including all services and types of recreation. Any citizen anywhere 
in the kingdom can contact the project management to reserve a villa for himself 
or an independent area in which to spend his vacation. 


The project plans are ready for construction, and I believe that it will be one of 
the distinctive projects in the kingdom. 


In the coastal town of Diba’ there also is a very lovely corniche which gives the 
town its coastal flavor. 


/Question/ What about the cement mill that will be erected in the area? 


/Answer/ The studies necessary to establish this plant, whose site is to be close 
tothe town of Diba’, because there are sources of raw materials there, have been 
performed. The studies have proved the economic feasibility of this plant. Its 
capital comes to 450 million riyals, 170 million of which will be from the found- 
ers, and 280 million riyals will be put up for public subscription. 


The board of directors has been formed and a followup committee has been derived 
from it which will be in charge of contacting international firms and officials 
for the purposes of erecting this plant. 

/Quest ion/ While we are talking about the coast, let us talk about the harbors. 
/Answer/ The sums necessary for constructing the port of Diba’, totalling 127.5 
million, have been allocated. The sum of 1.5 million has also been allocated for 
the expansion of the port of al-Wajh. 


These two ports will be active centers which will be attempting to support the 
domestic economy. 


/Question/ What about sports? 


/Answer/ An integrated sports center will be erected in Tabuk, and work on it 
will be completed in a year. Its total costs will be 198 million riyals. 


/Question/ The kingdom is going through a historic moment, in which it is wit- 
nessing a radical cultural transformation. This transformation has its great 
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positive features. However, at the same time, it has some negative features, 
which we are facing as an inevitable price for this development. How do you view 
the dimensions of this issue? 


/Answer/ The kingdom is living in the midst of a highly charged, most intensely 
disturbed world. It is a world which does not accept a lack of civilization. You 
must either accept it, and endure all its challenges, or wither away, and eventual- 
ly end up in the wastebasket of history. The kingdom has accepted this challenge, 
and has decided to live in its own times, with all the challenges they entail. The 
Saudi citizen has suffered, and is suffering, from this choice, as a result, but he 
has triumphed ultimately in the struggle to apply civilization. The people in this 
country have triumphed in this struggle of theirs, through the tolerant Islamic 
faith, first of all, through the preservation of the traditions and legacy of glory 
and deep-rooted values, second of all, and through the exemplary relationship be- 
tween citizen and official, between ruler and ruled, third of all. We can hardly 
find any relationship like it in the world. Everyone is working for the sake of 
this country, and every official is in his place. This responsibility is proof of 
the eloquent statement His Majesty King Fahd made on the subject, in the speech on 
the budget, when he said that every citizen had the right to ask where this money 
has gone, and how it has been spent. 


On this base of responsibility which every person in this country bears, this 
country has been built up in record time. We can date the great leap at 1976. 
However, at the same time, we must realize that we are envied for our good fortune, 
the good fortune of development, first of all, and the good fortune of security 
and stability second of all. Therefore, there are people who do not want us to 
have this good fortune, and some of them are trying to cast doubts about our policy. 
However, by the grace of God, we are continuing with this independent policy, this 
diplomatic and economic independence together, success will be our handmaiden, by 
the grace of God and our adherence to Islamic law, and this kingdom will remain a 
model to be emulated, as long as it is the optimum model of the application of 
God's religion on earth. 


Yes, we will triumph in the struggle over the challenge of civilization, we will 
triumph in the struggle over the political challenge, and we will triumph in the 
struggle over the economic challenge. This has all happened, and will happen, 
thanks to adherence to Islam and the feeling on the part of all of us of the magni- 
tude of the responsibility cast upon our shoulders. 


/Question/ Your highness has talked about the importance of values in the struggle 
of the challenge of civilization which we are engaged in. Don't you think that 
some of these values have become weakened or have vanished, because of this spread 
of civilization? Old people talk about the alienation from deep-rooted traditions 
which has afflicted our society, and some people talk about the frantic quest for 
material things as one of the reasons for the breakup of the family and other such 
phenomena which accompany development. What is your opinion? 


/Answer/ The rule is that differences between the generations are an essential 
cause of what we are seeing now. Every generation criticizes the one which 
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preceded it or follows it. Old people do not like the young people of today and 
mourn bygone times, with all the deep-rooted values they contained. Young people 
do not like the old people, and consider that they are the leftovers of an old era 
that has passed. 


I am not saying that civilization does not have its negative aspects. No. There 
are phenomena that accompany progress which we must first accept, then remedy. 
Take, for example, the phenomenon of the crowding in the towns. The cause of that 
are the modern features of the towns. Then take, for example, a phenomenon such 
as the spread of pollen. These are some of the negative features of towns. How- 
ever, shall we reject the challenge of civilization because of some of these nega- 
tive features, which can be dealt with and eliminated? The answer of course is no. 


However, before we pass a verdict by which we reject an entire social situation, 
or a whole historic stage, we must compare ourselves with others. We will then 
realize what good fortune we are experiencing, indeed. The breakup of the family, 
indeed the collapse of the family, is a characteristic of world societies now; 
have we suffered, or can we suffer, from such a thing? Of course not. Therefore 
I say, confidently, that social bonds still remain the characteristic which is 
symbolic of this good land, and the first thing foreigners coming here observe, 
and envy us for, is this social cohesiveness. 


/Question/ We would also like to raise, with your highness, the issue of respon- 
sibility you talked about, while we are discussing the struggle over the challenge 
of civilization. Some people are always talking about the negativism of the Saudi 
citizen and his dependent nature, and consider that this citizen lays all the 
burden on the government. How can this opinion be reconciled with what your high- 
ness is saying, to the effect that everyone feels responsibility in this stage of 
construction? 


/Answer/ The talk about the negativism of the Saudi citizen involves blatant in- 
justice against this citizen. The stage of development which we have gone through 
cannot be measured in the lives of peoples. What we have built ourselves in 
decades, others have built in a century. Therefore one can say that the opposite 
is correct, that the Saudi citizen is not dependent by nature but is most enthusi- 
astic and positive at the same time--otherwise the government's great projects 
would not have succeeded as they have. Who planned these projects and carried 
them out? Officials and citizens. Who are the officials? They are the inhabi- 
tants of this country, they are the citizens, that is, you, me, and other people 
in the country. How can it be said, after this, that the Saudi citizen is a nega- 
tive person? 


The achievements that have been made in the industrial and agricultural context 
are testimony to the positive nature of this citizen, his ability to keep abreast 
of development, and indeed his enthusiasm as well. On the basis of my position 
and my relations with a broad segment of the citizens, I can testify that the 
Saudi citizen is an excellent class of person. He is intelligent, enthusiastic, 
able to work, ambitious and creative. That is what has enabled him, in a few 
years, to realize this leap in civilization, which the most optimistic of people 
had not believed would come about. 
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As for the statement that the government is doing everything and the citizen is 
doing nothing, that is erroneous; there is nothing that can be called the govern- 
ment and nothing that can be called the citizen; the citizen is the government, 
and when it is said that the government has done something, that means that it is 
the citizen who has done it. 


/Question/ This appealing enthusiasm on the part of the Saudi citizen might 
prompt us to ask about your highness’ opinion about the idea of having Saudi 
women enter job areas. Are you in favor of this idea, and how? 


/Answer/ No one can show contempt for or cast doubts on Saudi women's right to 
work, but that mist be done within the limits of the Islamic religion and the 
values and traditions of the society. Saudi women are working now and participat- 
ing in the process of construction, They are engaged in teaching, the press, 
nursing, medicine and social areas, and they are involved in various social fields. 


/Question/ The issue of Saudi participation in the process of construction still 
preoccupies us. Therefore, we would like to ask about your highness’ conception 

of the role of businessmen in the development of the country. How, from another 

angle, do you view the businessmen in the Tabuk area? 


/Answer/ The most important thing businessmen must possess is that they must be 
patriotic in every meaning of the word. Patriotism is not based on the name of 

one's origins; patriotism is actual practice and true participation in the con- 

struction of this nation. 


In the light of this definition, I consider that Saudi businessmen constitute 
shining examples of their nation domestically and abroad. These businessmen are 
the picture of the nation, embodied in their person, because it is they who deal 
with foreign companies, and the image of the nation in the outer world is formed 
through these dealings. Some people imagine that they have come here to plunder 
or steal. As soon as they meet these sorts of noble persons among the business- 
men, the picture they have of the nation changes at once. This is what I mean 
when I said that citizenship consists of deeds and practices, means keeping abreast 
with this country's development and respect for it domestically and abroad. 


In the context of particular details, after the meeting by the businessmen in 
their great conference in al-Dammam, chambers of commerce from all over the king- 
dom all held a meeting here in Tabuk. That was the first comprehensive confer- 
ence of the chambers of commerce after the businessmen's conference. At this meet- 
ing, numerous recommendations which the businessmen had come up with at the al- 
Dammam conference were discussed. I was anxious to meet with them, and was happy 
to find a splendid enthusiasm to take part in the development plans in general, 
and to work in Tabuk Province in particular, among them. They asked for a plot 
of land on which to erect some projects. His excellency the minister of commerce 
was present, and a plot of land was actually submitted to them, on which to begin 
carrying out their projects. 


Fruitful meetings were held at this conference between officials on the one hand 
and businessmen on the other, some interaction took place between the public and 
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private sector, and cogent views were expressed. Decisions were also taken, and 
other issues are still under study. 


The lesson to be derived from all of this is that businessmen in this country are 
really and truly equal to their responsibility, their economic and patriotic re- 
sponsibility both. 


/Question/ Many people have talked about the experiment of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, and the fact that it stands apart from all other Arab experiments. How 
do you evaluate the experiment, now that 2 years have elapsed since it was made? 


/Answer/ The experiment of the Council of Gulf Cooperation Countries is a pioneer- 
ing one, and our connections with these countries are solid. They are brothers, 
and it is a connection of blood. It did not arise overnight. The Cooperation 
Council was not established with the Gulf war, as one might claim. Cooperation al- 
ways existed between us and the countries of the Gulf; all that has happened is 
that it has now been embodied in a form founded on bases and principles that re- 
spect the thinking of the citizens in these countries. We do not utter slogans to 
provoke the enthusiasm of the masses, but we procced with deliberate steps, respect- 
ing the thinking of the cizens, as I told you. Therefore, the Cooperation Council 
has been established on foundations of intellectual and political maturity, and 

you can see the political, economic and defense agreements committing themselves 

to these mature foundations which are aimed at the higher interests .of the great 
nation before they are aimed at kindling the masses" enthusiasm through sonorous 
speeches. 


It is mature experience in every level, and it is a model that cooperation among 
countries should emulate by every standard. 


/Question/ Such mature talk about higher national affairs prompts us to talk 
about the Arabs’ foremost cause, the Palestinian cause. The kingdom has a well 
known, clear policy regarding this cause. What, however, is your opinion, as an 
Arab citizen, regarding the events which have taken place, and the stages that 
this cause has gone through since 1948? 


/Answer/ The Palestinian cause, as I consider it, is the cause of the dignity of 
all the Arabs. They have been abased and despised enough; otherwise, how can we 
accept this painful situation which we are going through and talking about every 
day? The Arabs must reach agreement, so that we can have a sound internal base 

by which to realize victory. God has promised us victory, but we must work to at- 
tain it as well. Israel's expansionist policy remains as it has been since 1948. 
It is asking for the West Bank and Gaza; it is now in Lebanon, raising problems 

so we will forget the bank and the strip. In coping with this greedy expansionist 
policy, the Arab countries must pull together and strengthen their internal front, 
and each country must act in a manner that is in the interests of its people and 
the Arab nation, so that peripheral struggles among us may be eliminated. The 
moment such an agreement among us takes place, victory will be realized along with 
it, vy God's permission. 
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On this occasion, I remember the statement His Highness Prince Sultan made on 
French television, when he was asked about the withdrawal of Israeli, Syrian and 
Palestinian forces from Lebanon. 


His highness said, "How can we compare these forces with one another? The Israeli 
forces are aggressor forces of invasion, while the Syrian and Palestinian forces 
are Arab forces in an Arab country and are there by decree of the Lebanese people 
themselves. 


The point I would like to conclude with is that the Arabs’ cause will be resolved 
by the Arabs’ forming ranks among themselves first of all. 


/Quest ion/ What is your view, as a Moslem citizen, of the Iraqi-Iranian war? 


/Answer/ It has been a painful war, because it is between two Islamic countries. 
We have not failed to resort to any means for the sake of stopping the bloodshed. 
Iraq is doing everything a belligerent country can do. However, Iranian stubborn- 
ness leaves no room for the voice of reason. Therefore we ask our brothers in 
Iran to spare these innocent peoples bloodshed, and our hope in God is great. 


/Question/ This long war is one of the catastrophes to which the Islamic world 
has been exposed in recent years, What reasons do you consider lie behind the 
fact that the Islamic world has been exposed to such catastrophes? 


/Answer / The first reason is the collapse of Islam. The second reason is the im- 
portant strategic position which the Islamic world occupies. The third reason is 
the presence of natural resources in this area of the world, 


For these reasons, our enemies are striving for this disruption, to usurp the 
bounties of security which God has liberally bestowed on us. However, we will de- 
fend our religion, and God will defend us, because God defends those who are 
devout. 


/Question/ But are there reasons which might be attributed to the Moslems 
themselves? 


/Answer/ Of course. There are some people who have surrendered themselves to 
others. These people did not rely on God, but relied on others, who disappointed 
them. Others did not seek to advance God's message but strove for positions of 
power; persons who strive for power depend on others, and therefore become a pawn 
in their hands. 


/Quest ion/ Can one say that the Islamic media have contributed to some extent to 
such catastrophe? 


/Answer/ Yes. At some periods, we ran our economy on national anthems and listen- 
ed to anthems that said that we had farmed and reaped and triumphed, although none 
of that was true. The Arab world went through this trance for a period, until it 
woke up. This awakening will continue, God willing. 











/Question/ We have yet to talk about Egypt. In the person of the Egyptian presi- 
dent, Husni Mubarak, we can see an understanding of Arab policy and the Arab sit- 
uation. Does your highness consider that this sort of understanding promises a 
restoration of Egyptian-Arab relations? 


/Answer/ Egypt has been and remains a precious, important part of the Arab nation. 
What has happened has happened, and will not be undone. The situation now gives 
promise of the utmost benefit; and I am very optimistic that a meeting will take 
place soon. We have missed Egypt for a long time. 


/Question/ Following this tour of local, Arab and Islamic issues, could we ask 
some personal questions? For example, to what extent does your highness follow 
sports activity? Why isn't a team from Tabuk taking part yet in the exceptional 
series? 


/Answer/ For a simple reason, which is that sports fields did not exist and were 
not properly equipped. Now, however, as we are intending to create a sports cent- 
er, this will result in the development of various sports. The land for this 
center has been chosen on the coast, and the al-Muntakhab will benefit from it Ly 
living in camps. The town of al-Wajh has been chosen for this center, because it 
is in the middle of the coast. 


/Question/ Will there be youth homes and hostels? 


/Answer/ Yes, and they will be outfitted with the most modern resources. I be- 
lieve that the allocations for this center will be included in the coming budget. 


/Question/ Who does your highness root for? 


/Answer/ I root for the al-Muntakhab; this year I had hoped that they would win 
the agreement. I was with them heart and soul. 


/Question/ In the context of the arts, what art form is closest to your heart-- 
stories, poetry, msic, or the plastic arts? How do you spend your free time as 
a person? 


/Answer/ I like Arab music, and I like to mix with people and listen to them and 
their conversations. It is not necessary that the art form be performed by a pro- 
fessional artist--rather, an ordinary person might talk about a matter in a way 
that will give you as much pleasure as a great artist might. 


/Question/ We have taken much of your highness’ time, but we have yet to ask 
about the date when his majesty the king will visit Tabuk. 


/Answer/ The visit has not yet been set, but we all are awaiting his majesty the 
king's visit with the utmost longing; we hope that he will be here today, rather 
than tomorrow. Our longing for his majesty has been of long duration, and he does 
not keep the people who are longing to see him waiting. 
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/Question/ Does that mean that the noble visit might take place in the summer 
months? 


/Answer/ I do not know precisely, but I expect that his majesty will honor us 
with a visit before he visits al-Ta' if, or after the pilgrimage. 


"Abd-al-Majid ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz to AL-YAMAMAH: 1,828,000,000 for Tabuk's Projects 
in 2 Years 


His royal highness Prince ‘Abd-al-Majid ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz, the governor of Tabuk 
Province, declared that a total of 1,902,081,000 riyals has been spent on projects 
that have been and are being carried out as of the end of the past year, 14 April 
1983. 


In a statement to AL-YAMAMAH, his highness added that 923,915,000 riyals have been 
allocated to the province budget this year; thus, the total amounts allocated to 
the province in the years 1982-83 come to 1,827,996,000 riyals. 


Concerning the most prominent projects the area has witnessed, His Highness Prince 
"Abd-al-Majid said that an agricultural company has been set up in Tabuk with 
capital of 200 million riyals. 


The company has the goal of contributing to the agricultural resurgence in the 
kingdom through certain crops such as wheat and peanuts, and participating in live- 
stock production and poultry, sheep and dairy projects--indeed, its activity in- 
cludes agricultural processing as well. 


His highness went on to say that a citizen has also established a fodder project, 
and that its a good achievement which will cover the province. 


The desalination projects include the expansion of the two desalination plants in 
al-Wajh and Diba’, the second stage of the Diba’ desalination plant, the second 
stage of the Amlaj desalination plant, and the construction of a central desalina- 
tion plant in Amlaj for Tabuk Province, which is now in the final study stage. 


In the context of municipality services, his highness the governor of Tabuk said 
that the costs of the projects which have been carried out the past 2 years came 
to 73 million riyals and include the construction of a rest-house for pilgrims, 
the construction of walls around cemeteries, the erection of vegetable and meat 
markets, the extension of sanitary drainage in the al-Basatin and al-Shaykh sec- 
tions, and the paving of streets and the lighting of their sidewalks. 


A number of projects are now being carried out. Among the most important of these 
are the construction of a garage and maintenance shop costing 2.5 million riyals 
and a central wholesale market which will cost 12.5 million riyals. In addition, 
72 million riyals have been earmarked for the second stage of the program to in- 
prove and beautify the town of Tabuk, including main streets, the streets of al- 
Sulay-maniyah, and the streets of al-Mahrajan. In addition, 122 million have been 
allocated to the improvement and beautification of the main streets in the new 
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section for people with limited incomes in the town of Tabuk, some streets in al-Fay- 
saliyah, the are@s of al-Ahrafiyah, Sultanah and al-Akhwiya', the main public road, 
and the airport road. These all also lie within the context of the improvement 

and beautification of the town. 


There is a third project to improve, beautify and appropriate property in the old 
section. This includes the organization of the old town and the construction of 

two intersecting streets, a number of fountains, ornamental structures and wooden 
trellis work. 


A number of projects are being awarded, most prominent of which are the specifica- 
tion of sanitary drainage for the al-Basatin, al-Shaykh and al-Muntazah areas, the 
extension of the waterworks, first stage, and the project to divert the railway. 
In addition, a number of projects are being awarded, among them the third stage of 
the program to improve and beautify Tabuk, which includes the streets in al-Minah 
al-Sarihah, the organization of al-Madinah al-Munawwarah Street, the Jordan High- 
way, the streets in limited income /sections/, a study of the green belt, the 
erection of a recreational area in the railway sanctuary, and a restudy of the 
general plan for the town of Tabuk. The company has started work on this, and a 
study on the sewage system for the town of Tabuk has also been awarded. 


On transportation and electricity projects, His Highness Prince ‘Abd-al-Majid 
stated that the Diba'-al-Wajh road has been completed, at a cost of 178 billion; 
it is 150 kilometers long. The Tabuk Diba’ road is to be built in a year; it will 
be 178 kilometers and will cost 494,610,000 riyals. This road will result in 
shortening the distance between the two towns from 420 to 178 kilometers. 


A study has been made on two projects for the Tabuk-al-'Ula road and the al-'‘Ula- 
Bi'r Jayyidah-al-Wajh road. 


The sum of 583 million riyals has been allocated for the construction of the Tabuk 
electricity project, which includes the construction of an electric generating 
plant in al-Maharish with a total capacity of 41 megawatts, 132-kilovolt transmis- 
sion lines 265 kilometers in length and distribution systems in Diba', al-Bad' 

and Haql. The project also includes the construction of a generating plant in 
Bi'r ibn Harus, al-'Ayyinah al-Jadidah, Halat ‘Ammar and Dhat al-Hajj; 30 villages 
and 11,500 beneficiaries will make use of the project. 


The General Electricity Organization has finished performing the preliminary 
studies and designs and the preparation of bid documents, and work will begin this 
month with the presentation of the construction work for bidding. It is expected 
that the work will be completed toward the end of 1985, 


The second stage of the Tabuk central electricity project, which includes the con- 
struction of a 170-kilovolt transmission line to link up a Desalination Organiza- 
tion generating plant which is to be constructed in the town of Diba’ with the 
town of Tabuk will be constructed, and it is expected that electric power will be 
provided from this plant to supply Tabuk Province with 420 megawatts by the middle 
of 1993. In addition, it also includes the construction of a 132-kilovolt line 
about 334 kilometers long and distribution systems to supply 14 villages in the 
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province. It is expected that construction on the second stage will start in 
1986-87, and will take 3 years. 


In addition, 18 million have been allocated under the subheading of electricity 
for rurai areas to construct small electricity projects in al-Bad', Bi'r ibn 
Hurmas and al-Wulaybah, and if God wills that will be built in the early part of 
1965. 


His highness declared that the Diba‘, Fayha', al-Wajh and Amlaj hospitals would 
be built soon, so that each hospital would be able to accommodate 100 beds, and 
the Tabuk hospital would be turned into an emergency ward. A number of clinics 
have been allocated to villages and settlements. 


His excellency said that the young people are receiving special care, since they 
are the present and future of the nation, and, in order to provide accreditation 
and care for young people, an integrated sports center is now being built in Tabuk 
at a cost of 198 million riyals. Work on it will be completed in a year, with 
God's permission. In addition, headquarters will be built for clubs (there are 
six sporting clubs in the province), when the necessary sums are allocated for 
them. A recreational sports center will also be built on the Red Sea coast which 
the people of the province will benefit from. 


His highness the governor of Tabuk Province referred to the educational resurgence 
which the province has experienced, pointing out that a girls’ college had been 
inaugurated which includes three areas of specialization--Islamic studies, the 
Arabic language and mathematics. In addition, a department for girls' education 
has been opened in the province. 


Concerning the number of girls’ schools in the province, His Highress Prince ‘Abd- 
al-Majid said that there are 98 schools, comprising 14,724 girl students, three 
kindergartens comprising 467 children, and two female guidance bureaus, one in 
Tabuk and the other in al-Wajh. 


There are also 21,200 male students enrolled in the various stages of boys' educa- 
tion in the province. A number of projects have been or are being constructed, 
among them buildings for schools, lecture halls, summer centers and libraries. 


His highness concluded his statement by praising the support which His Majesty 
King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz and his loyal highness the cram prince, Prince 
‘Abdallah ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz, have given to the Province of Tabuk, and their inter- 
est in everything which will have the effect of meeting its citizens’ requirements. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


OPENING OF STOCK MARKET DELAYED UNTIL 1984 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 25, 20 Jun 83 pp 5, 6 


[Text ] . 
| Setting up a stock market in the UAE is apparently prov- 


ing to be more difficult than it had earlier been thought 
to be. At the beginning of this year, the target date for 
opening the securities market was put back from June to 
September, but last week it seemed likely that the market 
will not be ready to do business until 1984. “If things 


go smoothly, we expect to start by early next year,” an 
adviser to the Central Bank of the UAE, Abdulla Usama 
al-Malki, told Reuters in an interview. 

Mr Malki is Secretary of a high-powered Stock Market 
Founding Committee which is headed by Sheikh Moham- 
ed Abdul Aziz al-Qassimi, the President of the UAE Fed- 
eration of Chambers of Commerce and Industry. Another 
member is Central Bank Governor Abdul Malik al-Hamar 
and the committee has also received advice from intem- 
ational experts on trading in secunties. There can be no 
doubt, therefore, that once the causes which have delayed 
a start to business have been overcome, the market will 
indeed open its doors. A draft law toestablish the market 
was submitted last month to the Economy Ministry. 


At present, Kuwait is the only Gulf state with an 
official stock exchange but opening regulated markets 
for securities is under consideration in Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain, Qatar and Oman. UAE officials also told Reuters 
that the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE, Bahrain, Qatar and Oman) is 
discussing proposals for a joint market for shares and 
other secunties. 





One significant reason for opening a market in the 
UAE is that it would open up a new source of finance 
for the governmeni, according to Mr Malki. At present. 
he noted, the state is almost entirely dependent upon oi! 
revenues to finance its expenditures. Sales of Treasury 
bills and bonds with longer matunties are envisaged. An- 
other reason, a siudy undertaken by the Central Bank 
concluded, is that the UAE has enough companies of a 
large enough size to justify a secondary market in their 
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shares. In addition, some companies owned by the gov- 
ermment could issue shares to the public, the study stated. 
Selling part of these companies to the public would pro- 
vide the government with funds to make foreign invest- 
ments, Mr Malki declared. 


A small and strictly unofficial market for securities 
exists already in the UAE but the study found it was not 
broad enough to serve as an effective capital market. The 
unofficial nature of the market is likewise a cause for 
concer to the authonities following the crash last summer 
of Kuwait's Souq al-Manakh over-the-counter secunritics 
market. This is still making financial waves in the Gulf 
and Mr Malki made it clear that the UAE would draw the 
necessary lessons from this speculative bubble in Kuwait. 
New commercial laws would be introduced to set stand- 
ards for disclosure of information, accounting procedures 
and financing by UAE companies. In addition, he said, 
there would be strict rules governing the operations of 
brokers, dealers, underwriters and investment companies. 


Mr Malki said supervisory authorities would be given 
wide-ranging powers to oversee the workings of the mark- 
et and its participants. They would be able to suspend 
trading and fine or suspend dealers who broke the rules. 
The authonties would also have powers under some circ- 
umstances to prevent any one investor building up too 
big a stake in a company, Mr Malki said. Initially, super- 
vision of the market will be undertaken by a coordinating 
centre which will also record transactions in the market. 
These operations are to be computerised in a second phase 
of development, probably within a year to 18 months 
after trading begins, according to Mr Malki, who added 
that a number of options conceming the market's working 
procedures were still being considered. 
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IRAN 


KHOMEYNI SAID TO SHOW SIGNS OF DESPAIR, FRUSTRATION 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 123, 27 May 83 ppl, 2 


[Text] Do Ayatollah Khomeini and his inner circle feel their grip on the 
people of Iran is weakening far too quickly? Are they becoming deeply 
anxious about the way their Islamic revolution is steadily disintegrating 
around them? 


These were the questions close Iranian observers of their home scene were 
posing this week after Khomeini made one of the most remarkable speeches 
since he took power. He warned not only the public but members of the 
clergy, whom he said were comparing his regime with that of the late Shah 
and disparaging his revolution, that they would suffer the same fate as 
the Mojahedin and Tudeh party members. 


It seemed that the aging leader had heard a whole spectrum of criticism of 
his regime, ranging from allegations that its record had actually tarnished 
Islam to its lack of democracy and civil rights, from its failure to pro- 
vide the benefits for the poor it had promised to the mess in which the 
state institutions find themselves. 


And the despair that has begun to edge its way into his demeanour was clear 
in the anger he showed when he referred to the fact that some clerics and 
people who should know better were using public platforms to criticise the 
regime and, so he implied, to make comparisons with the past. 


"You people wanted Islam and you have Islam so I cannot hear of any criti- 
cism", he told them. "Such irresponsible talk will destroy Islam. You 
people are a few individuals, far less powerful than America or the Soviet 
Union. I dealt with them and I can deal with you." 


It was clear that Khomeini feels his regime is under attack from all sides. 
He lumped together those who were criticising it for not having helped the 
poor but having helped the rich with those who have been complaining about 
its extremism. He said some seemed to want to bring back American influ- 
ence, but used the fate of the Tudeh party as a warning to them. He was 
obviously feeling some of the frustration that his predecessor Mohammad 
Reza Pahlavi did for the ungrateful and unpredictable Iranian populace. 











Like the late Shah, too, he seems to have reached a stage where he has lost 
touch with the nature of his compatriots, having cocooned himself for so 
many years in his hatred of the Pahlavis and then the reality of his coming 
to power without realising that he is meant to be serving the people and 
not his concept of what Iranians should want. This, one observer said, was 
the classical Iranian weakness, one displayed by the late Mohammad Mossadeq, 
who aroused such hopes when he took over from the Shah in the early 1950s 
only to become obsessed with his personal crusade to such a degree he lost 
touch with the interests of the country. 


The fact that Khomeini's bitterness and anxiety should surface at the same 
time as a world leader, none less than President Reagan, should finally 
draw Khomeini and his regime's attention to the fact that the world in 
general is concerned about his treatment of his opponents was also seen by 
some Iranians as a sign that the message of the regime's vulnerability had 
finally been received in the West. "Until now most Iranians outside had 
been lulled into believing that the West was ready to kiss Khomeini's 
boots just as long as he would funnel money in their direction and keep the 
Russians out", one formerly prominent Iranian official commented to IPS. 
"Now there is suddenly a gleam of hope, a feeling that somebody somewhere 
in the West senses the days of the regime in Iran are numbered." 


Though Reagan used the Bahais as the excuse to criticise Khomeini's atti- 
tude the reference to the world's concern was seen as the most important 
part of his statement. It was the first sign from a western leader that 
the West might see what happens in Iran as its concern again. And most 
observers felt that Reagan would not have bothered to make such a statement 
if he did not feel that there would be some response from inside Iran to 
even this small first pressure. 


Some other Iranians saw implicit in Reagan's remark a possible olive branch 
towards Khomeini, however. "After all this time the president of the most 
powerful country in the world appeals to the leader of Iran to do some- 
thing, surely a flattering thing for Khomeini", one Iranian political 
activist commented. "The lives of a few Bahais or any other real or 
imagined opponents of Islam matter nothing to Khomeini compared to the 
recognition Reagan was giving him. 


"Who knows, since sparing a few lives is probably just as casual a thing to 
Khomeini as ending a few, the old butcher might use Reagan's appeal to 
improve his image and make a few private deals with the Americans behind 
the scenes." 


Yet other observers feel that Reagan's advisers, sensing the rise of the 
conservative clergy who, in addition to being anti-Soviet are also implac- 
able foes of heretics like the Bahais, want to prompt the regime's leader- 
ship that if it looks to the West for support it must put its house in 
order on such matters as the treatment of its non-left opponents. 


The Bahais’ campaign in the western media, which took no account of the 
fate of much larger numbers of innocent Muslims who have died for their 














secular beliefs, has deprived them of much public sympathy from Iranians 
both inside and outside Iran. The fact that the Muslim exiles, unlike the 
Bahais, resented having to spend or work on organising a campaign to publi- 
cise their plight only made their resentment of the Bahais worse. 


Independent observers warn that the future of the Bahais in Iran under any 
sort of regime will be uncertain. "Perhaps Reagan realised this and wants 
to organise the departure of as many of them as possible", one said. "It 
will take years for relationships between the different communities to 
return to normal in Iran. Foreigners just cannot understand the mixed 
feelings of Iranians towards the Bahais, who benefited as much as anyone 
from the Shah's generosity towards minorities and have not hesitated to 
imply they were discriminated against by the Shah's officials rather than 
just a prejudiced section of clerics and fanatics during his time." 


CSO: 4600/677 











*LRAN 


ANGER OVER CLERGY'S CORRUPTION REPORTED 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 123, 27 May 83 pp 2, 3 


[Text] The fact that there has been growing public resentment in Iran over 
the corruption of the mullahs and non-clerical officials close to them was 
clear from Khomeini's firm reproof to those younger mullahs who have used 
Friday prayers to preach sermons asking in what way ordinary people are 
better off under the regime. This type of criticism has grown since the 
rejection of land reform and other measures because of pressures from the 
conservative clergy. As happened under the Shah unscrupulous officials-- 
nowadays these are mostly mullahs or their relatives or friends--have begun 
to fill their pockets in such an obvious way it has encouraged public 
suspicions that many of them see their tenure of office as being of short 
duration and they must get rich quick. 


As also happened under the Shah Khomeini's close aides are reporting the 
various criticisms to him to take away attention from their own misdeeds. 
This is seemingly beginning to unnerve him as it did the Shah, too. 


"Those who are always pretending here and there that the Islamic republic 
has done nothing for the people, those who pretend that the poor have 
become poorer and the rich have become richer had better keep quiet or I 
will send them where I have sent the monafaqin (Mojahedin)", he said 
menacingly. He said nothing about any benefits the regime might have 
brought to the poor, however, ignoring the need for this kind of explana- 
tion. 


Khomeini said he was annoyed by those who compared his regime with that of 
the Shah because they forgot the Shah's enmity to Islam and how he insulted 
them when he was in power. 


"I know that the young people who repeat these statements are misled", 
Khomeini said. "The misguided people must be helped to see the light. I 
am not to be deceived by them. The Mojahedin deceived more young people 
and yet were routed. But I will have to be hard on those who say the 
Shah's time was better. What more do these people want? I have given 
them Islam and dealt with the enemies of Islam." 
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Majlis Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani warned Friday prayer leaders shortly 
afterwarcs to listen carefully to Khomeini's warning. The ayatollah had 
seemed particularly annoyed that Friday prayers were used to spread 
criticism. 


"We must bring to the attention of the people all the achievements of our 

great and beloved revolution. We must make people aware of the values of 

our historic Islamic revolution and then talk to them about our difficul- 

ties. The thrust of our action must not be always talking about shortages 
and hardships---this is a very dangerous course of action, this is what the 
Imam says is satanic. 


"There are some who play their little tricks during the Friday prayers, 
leaving question marks about everything that is being done in the country. 
The Imam says some of them may be doing this unwittingly. But I must warn 
them we are watching them, as we were watching the spies, the Tudeh and all 
our other enemies." 


Independent sources discounted a theory that Khomeini had been criticising 
the Hojatieh group of clergymen, as had been implied by scant reports of 
the speech in the western press. "Closer reading of it makes this clear", 
they said. 


In Baghdad the speech was received with open delight and the press there 
reported Khomeini's remarks in their entirety. Editorials said they showed 
clearly that there was widespread discontent in Iran and the people of Iran 
wanted to be rid of the tyrannical Khomeini regime. 
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IRAN 


REGIME'S PROPAGANDA REFLECTS DETERIORATION IN WAR, DOMESTIC SITUATION 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 123, 27 May 83 p 3 


[Text] The absurdity of claims made in Islamic Republic News Agency dis- 
patches and the media over Iraqi tactics in the war and in hoodwinking 
foreign opinion also reflect the near-desperation that has entered into 
the Tehran regime's propaganda activities. 


One Iraqi prisoner of war was quoted as saying that students enrolled in 
the armed forces to avoid the reign of terror at home. He said people were 
"even forced to sign up their milk-fed babies for induction into the so- 
called people's forces." 


Iraqi prisoners were also said to have "expressed repentance for their past 
deeds and requested the Islamic republic authorities to despatch them to 
the war fronts and permit them to take part in the reconstruction of 
Iranian cities devastated by the Iraqi regime." 


Another report quoted a despatch of the Libyan Jana news agency saying that 
to discredit the Islamic image of Iran, "Iraq's ruler Saddam ordered his 
air force to bomb residential areas of Iraq." 


An IRNA despatch quoted Jana as saying several towns and villages were 
bombed and "heavy loss of life and property was inflicted on local defence- 
less civilians." It added, "Such brutal crimes were committed by the Iraqi 
regime when the observers of the United Nations are due to visit Iran and 
Iraq to see the losses caused by bombing in both countries." 
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IRAN 


MOSCOW EXPELS IRANIAN DI’'LOMATS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 123, 27 May 83 p 4 


[Text] Soviet-Iranian differences over the dissolution of the Tudeh party 
and continued criticism of Soviet "imperialistic designs" by Tehran were 
taken a stage further on Wednesday when the Soviets were reported to have 
ordered out of the country three members of the staff of the Iranian 
embassy in Moscow. 


The move was seen as an act of retaliation for the expulsion of 18 Soviet 
diplomats from Iran a couple of weeks earlier. It also follows rumours 
that Tehran is planning to take a more positive attitude to the situation 
inside Afghanistan. It is reported to have been influencing Afghan rebel 
movements to close their ranks and to have moved troop reinforcements to 
Afghan border areas. 


However, Tehran sources said the movement of security forces to border 
areas in the east may have had more to do with the growing lawlessness 
among the big numbers of Afghans who have fled to Iran. Complaints have 
been received from Iranian residents in those areas that the Afghans have 
begun raiding homes and using violence towards the public. Widespread 
stealing is reported. 


Prosecutor-general Yusef Sanei this week reported to Khomeini on the prob- 
lem. Afterwards, according to IRNA, he said he had briefed Khomeini on the 
subject and "mischievous elements" among the refugees who posed threats to 
the lives and properties of the people would be dealt with decisively and 
religious punishment meted out to them. 


Meanwhile, the main Afghan rebel movements announced in Pakistan that they 
had agreed to combine their efforts to fight against the Soviet invaders 
and the puppet government in Kabul. This, commentators said, would open 
the way for much greater support from Muslim and western sources for the 
resistance struggle. 
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IRAN 


KHAMENEI, JALALEDIN FARSI LOOK TO THEIR DEFENSES 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 123, 27 May 83 p 4 


[Text] Some hint of the possible power the Hojatieh and their more right- 
wing colleagues may have in Iran today can be gleaned from the fact that 
President Ali Khamenei, a radical seen as strongly opposed to the rightists, 
and Jalaledin Farsi, always regarded as a communist fellow-traveller by 
Iranians, both launched fierce attacks against the Tudeh party at Friday 
prayers in Tehran last week. 


Khamenei does not usually take the prayers but his doing so on this occa- 
sion was seen as a prudent seizure of the chance to head off any criticism 
of his past acquaintanceship with Tudeh activists and of his supposed pro- 
Eastern bloc sympathies. 


Farsi, in fact, delivered quite the most comprehensive and lucid account 
of Tudeh actions against Iran's independence and nationalism over the 
years since the party's inception. Some observers remarked that this was 
natural since he had so long been close to it and to its masters. But it 
was regarded as significant that these two men should have rushed to pro- 
tect themselves from any possible threats from their enemies in the wake 
of the Tudeh arrests. 


Khamenei also came up during the week with a surprising defence of the 
bazaar merchants, who are against his radical economic ideas and support 
his opponents. He said they were not behind the high prices now hurting 
the public badly. This was the work of what he called "hidden hands" who 
wanted to make trouble. 
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IRAN 


PRAVDA CLAIMS MALTREATMENT OF TUDEH ACTIVISTS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 123, 27 May 83 p 5 


[Text] The Tudeh party's mouthpiece outside Iran, Rah-e-Tudeh, has 
featured a translation of an article it claimed appeared in the Soviet 
newspaper Pravda alleging that Tudeh members in Iran "have been subject 
to persecution, torture and imprisonment for the past two years." 


Observers noted that the Soviets were admitting that they had remained 
silent over the maltreatment of the Tudeh activists in Iran in the same 

way western liberal and other governments had remained silent over the 
deaths and persecution of secular groups with whom they have had links over 
many years. The Tudeh leadership also apparently remained silent about the 
treatment of some of their members during the period. 


In its article Pravda was said to have accused the Islamic authorities of 
subjecting Tudeh prisoners to the same methods of torture as those during 
the time of the Shah. "All these so-called confessions taken from Tudeh 
members by the same torture methods inherited from the Shah's Savak are 
designed to conceal the nationalist character of the Iranian communist 
party", Pravda was quoted as saying. "This is a new crusade against 
Iranian patriots to bring Iran into direct conflict with the Soviet Union." 


Pravda denied "categorically" that the Tudeh was controlled from Moscow and 
was receiving instructions from the Kremlin. "All puppets of imperialism 
make the same allegations to question the honest relationship existing 
between the communist party of the USSR and those of other countries", it 
said. 
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IRAN 


IRANIANS IN DIASPORA SPEAK UP 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 123, 27 May 83 pp 6-8 
[Article by Teezbin] 


[Text] So President Reagan has finally spoken out about killing in Iran-- 
although he has restricted his pleas to Khomeini for clemency to the 
Bahais. It is fitting that it should be an American leader who was the 
first to do this, for it was his predecessor Jimmy Carter and his aides 
who by their inaction and incompetence sent America's friend the Shah to 

a humiliating death in Cairo and allowed many other American friends of 
longstanding in Iran to be butchered or beaten for their associations. 


Over the last four years no voice was raised over the executions of the 
hapless former woman education minister Farrokhru Parsa, who may not have 
been the most brilliant minister but was at worst guilty of incompetence; 

or Hasan Pakravan, whose crime was that he never finally succeeded in 
controlling the activities of Savak in spite of his great efforts before 

his resignation; or of former foreign minister Khalatbari, who was a 

devoted servant of his country and had a name unsullied by any allegation 

of impropriety or irregularity that could in any way have been his responsi- 
bility. 


Until the youngsters supporting the cynical leaders of the Mojahedin began 
to be slaughtered in such numbers that the leftist groups in the west had 
to speak up on their behalf there was hardly a word of disapproval put out 
over Khomeini's butchery in Iran. Officially governments kept quiet 
because their banks and industries had so much money at stake through 
previous investments or contracts, and there was always the chance 
Khomeini would stay, and start making new handouts to them. Those govern- 
ments and officials who had shamelessly exploited the Shah's desire to buy 
the best by charging him well above the going rate for their services 
laughed contemptuously at the efforts of a tiny handful of Iranian patriots 
to try to arouse the public conscience against these officials’ cynicism. 


Not that the majority of Iranians outside the country had anything to be 
proud of anyway. They hid themselves away with their money, hoping to stay 
quiet long enough to be forgiven by the mullahs for having been associated 
with the Shah and so allowed to return to take back their wealth. When 











Shapur Bakhtiar tried to rally them around him and put their vast wealth 
to good use they buried their heads--and bank accounts--even further into 
the sand. When he was the subject of an assassination attempt in Paris 
they could be heard miles away saying what a fool he was. 


Those former officials who became rich and important within a year or two 
of rising from complete obscurity never raised a murmur against the butchery 
of their former colleagues. The majority of them had run away long before 
the Shah finally gave up hope and left yet they blame him now for quitting 
the scene when he did. It is not only the former top men like Hushang 
Ansari, who is said to have been living virtually in hiding for years, not 
because he is afraid for his life, claim his critics, but because he might 
be asked to spend a little of his money, and Jamshid Amuzegar, said now to 
be working for an international organisation and so absolving himself from 
any responsibility for trying to help get rid of the mullahs, who can be 
criticised. Look at the younger, privileged men like Parviz Raji, whose 
book about his life as an ambassador has been seized upon by western hacks 
and the media in Tehran as evidence that the Shah's regime was wicked and 
corrupt. What can one make of their morality? 


Of course, people say Reagan is safe enough and can say what he likes 
against the mullahs. In addition he gets his sandwiches free in the White 
House while they have to pay heavy bills in the four star restaurants, 
hotels and night clubs--and look how the prices of decent clothes and cars 
and things like that are rising. They cannot be expected to live on hanm- 
burgers or the odd chop like Margaret Thatcher, who, anyway, will have 
every industrialist and trades union chief on her neck if she jeopardises 
a single British penny by even a whisper of disapproval of Khomeini 
publicly. 


But let us all thank some other God than Khomeinis that one leader has 
opened his mouth to suggest all is not paradise in Iran. While all the 
hacks and the Clever Dicks are looking for the reasons why he has said it 
let us just be grateful for the fact that the world has it on record that 

a president of United States believes that the lives of at least 22 Iranians 
are of some value. Perhaps slow but surely the world will come to see the 
fate of 36 million Iranians as of some importance. 


Today there are hopeful signs that some sections of the opposition to the 
absurd Khomeini regime both inside and outside Iran are coming together. 
Shapour Bakhtiar still remains a figure of hope for many people, but his 
failure to build up an effective entourage has blunted his political 
effectiveness. 


There are hopeful signs that veteran politician Ali Amini has gathered 
under his umbrella a team of pragmatic people who have the capability of 
forging together an effective political unit. A number of monarchist 
groups have joined up with them and the fact that Amini's movement has 
shown sufficient political acumen to pay lip service to the traditional 
attitudes of the Lranian people by including constitutional monarchy as 
part of its platform is another source of hope. Hitherto nationalist and 











moderate groups have appeared to believe that politics involves merely an 
expression of personal opinion and requires no dialogue. 


There is much more intelligent dialogue going on in sections of the exile 
press than hitherto. Patriotic and intelligent Iranians can find a forum 
that does not offend their sensibilities in newspapers like Iran va Jahan, 
to mention one. More of the exile newssheets should try to copy its 
example of producing a place for expressions of different views. Sections 
of the Bakhtiar press, though not all of it, are also becoming increasingly 
effective. 


As for the monarchists the Paris-based Iran Azad group has continued to 

set a good example of passion and patriotism to young Iranians in particu- 
lar. Its leader, Princess Azadeh Shafik, has been everything that most of 
the Iranian upper and associated middle class has not been, expressing her 
views fearlessly and showing contempt for the selfish corruption of the 
majority of the class which benefited most from the late Shah's regime. 

That includes the bright young men sitting around in London, Paris and the 
United States who work for international banks and agencies, or live on ill- 
gotten gains from their so-called working days in Iran, but who refuse to 
participate in any nationalist causes. 


Sadly, the young Shah has failed to maintain relations with organisations 
like [ran Azad, which sometimes, because of over-enthusiasm and bitterness 
towards their unpatriotic or differently-thinking compatriots, can work 
against what might be called his wider interests. His advisers’ work in 
giving him an image acceptable to so many nationalist groups who were wary 
of monarchy cannot be too highly praised. But they have failed lamentably 
in their job of maintaining liaison with his own supporters, who continue 
to frequently arouse ill-feeling between one another and other nationalist 
groups by their ill-considered public comments. This is a job to which 
they must pay much greater attention even if they feel it is rather unbeconm- 
ing for people of their High Status. After all we are no longer in Niavaran 
palace... 


Poor Masoud Rajavi, who had hoped to influence Saddam Husain and his Iraqi 
junta to get them to support his plan to get power in Iran, has found out 
to his cost that the Iraqi leader has a lot in common with the mullahs in 
Tehran in his unscrupulousness and folly. One point which Rajavi empha- 
sised to explain to his supporters why he was associating with the Iraqis 
was that they had agreed to avoid attacking civilian targets in Iran. The 
words were hardly out of his mouth before the Iraqis began firing missiles 
into Andimeshk and Dezful. 


The Iraqis have shown themselves as utterly futile against the Lranians, 
who are hardly the most skilful of combatants themselves. Indeed, why 
should they be, for they have not had need to be in recent generations, 
unlike the warlike Europeans? And all our prestigious officers in exile 
have demonstrated that violence is inimical to them, haven't they? After 
all, the odds aren't very good, are they? 





Anyway, the current more hopeful climate, with every sign that the Iranian 
people at home have lost their patience with the mullahs and are looking 
for some change, demands that all Iranians outside should come together and 
see how they can help to encourage the process of disintegration of the 
regime inside Iran and to support those outside who are trying to work to 
this end. A new chance for the exiles to demonstrate their patriotism has 
miraculously come along and a lot can be forgiven if now everyone takes a 
hand in the campaign. 


At what seems a propitious moment for Iranians, the Iran Press Service will 
be regretfully having to bid farewell to its readers. It will be discon- 
tinuing its newsletter next week; the rising costs of printing, distribution 
and, more than anything else, the translating and processing of material, 
means that it has become uneconomic for such a small, privately-funded 
enterprise to continue. 


Readers will be surprised to hear that not a single Iranian exile group has 
supplied IPS with material in any other language than Persian virtually 
since the inception of the organisation two and half years ago. Pleas to 
Shahpour Bakhtiar's NAMIR, Ali Amini's office and the other groups to 
supply it in English or even in French to facilitate our job have been 
ignored in spite of repeated promises. To obtain a brief statement by 
Bakhtiar recently on an issue of importance an IPS reporter had to phone to 
Paris and wait while it was translated haltingly over the telephone in 
French so it could be included. The material in Persian has continued to 
pour through the door, which goes a long way to explain why the world knows 
little or nothing about the activities of these exile groups. 


In spite of IPS having made great efforts to publicise his cause and make 
the world look at the past Iran with more wide open eyes there is no record 
of a single direct communication to this office from the office of the 
young Shah. His messages have had to be translated when obtained from 
other sources. Even today it seems the concept among his courtiers is 
that you are 100 per cent with them or you are against them. This seems to 
hold true for other organisations. 


Worse than all this is the pirating of the IPS newsletter by different 
groups or individuals. One office in New York is un/erstood to have been 
responsible for purchasing a single copy of IPS over more than a year and 
then copying it off and disseminating it all around the United States. 
The result has been a wide readership for IPS but destruction of its 
potential market there. There is no evidence that the lady who funds the 
office has the slightest idea that this has been done but it is sadly a 
reflection of the fact that some of the old standards still remain. In 
Paris, too, there is evidence of some pirating that has made it difficult 
for an independent publication to extend its circulation to the degree 
possible. One of our most recently received letters was from an organisa- 
tion in Paris that said we need send the newsletter to them no more for 
they were receiving it from another source. Free of charge, no doubt. 











On the credit side w are grateful to “hose Iranians who, in spite of the 
fact that its contents were not aimed at them and were of limited interest 
to them as a result, insisted on subscribing to help publicise their views 
to the world at large. This was a gesture much appreciated. Today not only 
foreigners but ordinary Iranians back home are beginning to realise the 
tragic mistake that the nation made in 1978 and to learn the lessons of it. 
It will not be long before we are all back in Iran and the recent period of 
history will seem like a mere nightmare. Iran Press Service has sincerely 
tried to help those who have worked so hard to try to hasten this day when 
at times the task looked so hopeless. 
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IRAN 


SUPPRESSION OF TUDEH LABELLED 'VICTORY OVER COMMUNISM! 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 25 Jun 83 p 1 


[Text } The defeat of the Tudeh (communist) Party of Iran 
is an event of more than passing interest. The 
victory of the Islamic Revolution against the shah's 
regime in 1979 was a great turning point in history, 
but it was only a beginning. The shah's 'system" 
had deep roots in Irani society. Indeed, it was not 
realized at the time that some parts of the 


Revolution had been successfully infiltrated by those who 
wanted Islam to provide only temporary cover during Iran's 
transition from a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie to a 
dictatorship of the Soviet-backed ‘proletariat.’ In between 
there were others with their own preferences for a liberal, 
democratic, ‘Islamic’ Iran. All these factions had one thing 
in common — their intense dislike, indeed hatred, of the 
ulama. Hence the campaigns of murder and bombing during 
1979-1981 that cost the lives of Mutahhari, Beheshu, 
Bahonar, Rajai and scores of others. ; 

The Tudeh Party was the secret trump card in the 
armoury of the counter-revolutionaries. It was in effect 
Saddam Hussein’s army operating behind Islamic lines. 
Tudeh also represented US's hopes in the area. The Ame- 
ricans relied upon the Tudeh to return Iran to the secular 
stream of modern history. Once this had been achieved the 
Americans and the Russians and their local allies (the 
Arab regimes and India) would sit down round a table, 
Yalta-style, to decide how to divide Iran. 

If anyone doubts this scenario, he is invited to read the 
confession, given freely and voluntarily, by such leading 
figures of the Tudeh Party as Nureddin Kianuri. The most 
astonishing thing about the revelations by the Tudeh 
leaders is that they make no pretence to any ideological 
commitment to communism. They have openly admitted to 
having been direct mercenary agents of the Russian State 
and Empire in Iran. They were not engaged in an ideolo- 
gically motivated ‘class ” against the capitalist/bour- 
geois Stare of Iran working for the liberation of the coun- 
as ee See Se Se on, sada one 
of the KGB operating in Iran. Those in the Tudeh who 
were genuinely dedicated to the cause were few and far 
between. 
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TRAN 


UN FACT-FINDING DELEGATION'S REPORT CONSIDERED 'FAVORABLE' 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 25 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text ] 
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IRAN 


PEACE HOPES RISE YET AGAIN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 122, 20 May 83 pp 1-2 


[Text] Hopes rose once more that the Tehran government might be near to 
consenting to discuss a peace settlement with Iraq. The arrival of 
Algeria's prime minister in the Iranian capital at the head of a big 
delegation coincided with the visit of the foreign ministers of Kuwait and 
the United Arab Emirates on a mission officially said to involve only the 
problem of the oil slick in the Persian Gulf. 


Kuwaiti sources were quoted by agencies, however, as saying the two Gulf 
states' ministers, officially representing the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
carried with them a new proposition for peace negotiations from the Ruler 
of Kuwait. This is said to have provided for complete Iraqi withdrawal 
from all Iranian territory and, especially important, a reconstruction plan 
which is seen as a response to Iran's demands for $139 billion compensation 
for the damage to its property and economy as a result of the war. 


The presence of the Algerian premier and officials who have been associated 
with Iranian officials and previous attempts to produce a mediating posi- 
tion between the two warring countries tn the Iranian capital this week is 
seen as more than mere coincidence. Though plans had been made for a visit 
it was pointed out that the stress of economic and trade aspects of the 
team's purpose in Tehran could not be taken at face value. For when Iran's 
commerce minister visited Algiers and raised these matters recently he was 
told that there was little scope for trade between the two countries owing 
to their particular needs. 


In addition it was pointed out that although the mullahs' spokesman had 
been at pains to point out that the visit of the Persian Gulf states’ 
ministers was to discuss specifically the oil slick problem and the war 
would have no part in any talks, it had also added, "Nevertheless, if the 
visiting ministers wish to talk about the war we will listen carefully to 
them provided what they have to say is based on our repeated conditions." 


The fact that Iran's principal conditions could well be taken into account 
in the plan reported as being put to the mullahs by the Kuwaiti and UAE 
ministers is a factor giving rise to renewed hopes for peace. The Algerian 
premier is the most senior official from his country to visit Tehran since 




















the revolution and is bound to have raised the question of the war; this 
has suggested to observers that he could well have taken part in some 
frank discussion on the subject. 


For the Arab states' part the drop in oil revenues means they can no longer 
face up with equanimity to the need to finance Iraq in the war. And they 
know that the present superiority of the Iraqi forces in weapons and 
replacements may not last for ever in spite of the recent failures of 
Iranian officials to obtain new arms or spare parts to anything like the 
extent they need. There is need to make the ultimate bid to end the war as 
quickly as possible. 


As far as the mullahs are concerned there seems a new realisation that the 
people will not take the high losses in lives and the inconveniences of war 
for very much longer. Nor can they take the failure to make progress at 
the battlefronts, or to defend the cities of Khuzestan and even further 
north against attacks by Iraqi aircraft or missiles without some outbursts 
ot frustration and anger. Forced to turn on their only remaining allies at 
home, the Tudeh party, the mullahs must be feeling very alone in the world, 
it is argued, and in that mood, and with traditional Iranian fears of 
Russian designs on Iran in mind, they could well be ready to at least make 
the concession to talk. 


In addition, some sources suggest, it seems clear that the decision to 
revive industry and trade with the West on a much wider scale than in the 
last two years is a conscious one that will require investment and atten- 
tion that continuation of the war will inevitably prevent. 


The fact that the Kuwaiti foreign minister was being received in Tehran-- 
the first time an official of such high rank from that country had visited 
Iran since the revolution--was also seen as important. Kuwait has been the 
target of many warnings from Iraq over its support for Iraq and its firm 
attitude to attempts by pro-Khomeini elements, many of them infiltrated into 
Kuwait, to stir up trouble. The two Arab ministers met president Ali 
Khamenei, Majlis Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani, back in the limelight after 

a brief and unexplained absence from the scene, their Iranian counterpart 
Ali Akbar Velayati and oth. r senior officials. 


Finally, observers looking for clues said the fact that Iran had given such 
a welcome to the idea of a United Nations mission to assess the damage 
inflicted by the war suggested they were preparing for some bargaining. 
This was only one action suggesting the mullahs were growing more and more 
sensitive to what the world thinks about them. Their recent criticisms of 
the western media, it is pointed out, have centred more on the failure of 
the reporters and editors to report in any meaningful way the Iraqi attacks 
on the cities of Khuzestan and other Iraqi brutality rather than merely 
complaining about the unsatisfactory attitude of the press to the mullahs 
themselves and their revolution. 


Tehran made no reference to negotiations on ending the war in any of its 
statements on the ministers’ visit. 
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Political observers were also keen to point to the fact that in addition to 
having been involved in mediation attempts over the war with Iraq Algeria 
has also remained the go-between in complicated relations between Tehran 
and Washington. Both France and the Soviet Union were also on good terms 
with the Algerians, it was pointed out, and the question of Iranian rela- 
tions with those two countries was also bound to come up. 


The Algerians would certainly want to try to find out some of the mullahs' 
thinking about their future relations with the Soviets following the 
dissolution of the Tudeh party and the arrest of its leadership and other 
active officials. They are said to be concerned that right wing feeling 
among sections of the clergy could inflame feeling against the Russians to 
a point where other foreign interests could exploit the situation. 
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LRAN 


RAFSANJANI SAYS SOVIETS WERE WARNED ABOUT THEIR LINKS WITH TUDEH 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 122, 20 May 83 p 3 


[Text] Back in his usual place at Friday prayers in Tehran, from which he 
had been inexplicably absent the week before, Majlis Speaker Hashemi 
Rafsanjani told his congregation that the Soviets had been warned several 
times about their relations with the Tudeh. 


"We warned the Russians to cut their relations with Tudeh and other (anti- 
regime) groups", he said. "We told them don't commit crimes, don't mix in 
our internal affairs, don't train spies, don't stab us in the back. But 
they did not listen to us." 


He said other sensitive details about the Tudeh's behaviour would soon be 
released. "The fact is that neither the Tudeh nor the Russians knew how 
much we knew about them", Rafsanjani told a crowd constantly chanting, 
"Marg Bar Tudeh, Marg Bar Shoravi" (Death to Tudeh, death to the Soviet 
Union). 


"We have been in jail with Tudeh members. We knew from the beginning that 

a party which says religion is the opium of the people could not reconcile 
itself with Islam. At the same time we knew they had substantial amounts of 
arms and ammunition but we didn't know where they had hidden them. We had 
to find out." 


Rafsanjani said the whole world had a right to be amazed by the exposure and 
arrest of Tudeh party members and their plot. In the west and east, how- 
ever, people only gave information for money. But in Iran some 36 million 
people would willingly provide the revolutionary guards with information 
about even their close relatives, something very strange to easterners and 
westerners. The revolutionary guards must be very clever and strong to have 
put together the bits and pieces of information they were given by the 
people. 


Rafsanjani laughed at reports that the Tudeh leaders had been drugged to 
make their confessions on television to the people. The only reason that 
the Tudeh and other prisoners opposing the revolution admitted to their 
crimes and betrayal of the Iranian nation was that they saw for themselves 
while in prison the dedication of the Islamic revolutionary guards to 
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their rightful cause and "their staunch opposition to world imperialism of 
all kinds." 


He said everyone who had at one time or another opposed the Islamic repub- 
lic became ashamed of his actions. They realised for themselves in the 
confines of prison the rightful positions of the Islamic republic. They 
could not see these stands outside prison because of "all the pressures 
and threats of their masters and their own wrong, unreal fancies." 


He added that the Tudeh leaders had finally realised when in prison that the 
Soviet Union itself was an imperialistic country and that they could not 
fight the [Islamic country because it had right on its side. The Tudeh 
leaders had observed in prison that they were opposing a system that was 
just and truthful and honest to the people and hence enjoyed the full 
support of the nation. That was why they had all confessed they had been 
wrong. 
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IRAN 


TUDEH INVOLVED IN PLOT, CLAIM NATIONALISTS INSIDE IRAN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 122, 20 May 83 p 4 


[Text] Some opponents of the regime inside Iran claim there was a genuine 
threat of a Tudeh bid for a takeover in Iran when the mullahs swooped on 
the party leadership and arrested them in February. They planned to do it 
through parliamentary methods and not by a new revolution, they said. 


One source contended that nationalist elements, including surviving members 
of the civil service, had had to do a great deal of hard talking to con- 
vince the mullahs that the Tudeh did in fact present a real threat to their 
rule. What the Tudeh had in mind, he said, was to help Iran slide grad- 
ually into the arms of the Soviet bloc countries. 


Simultaneously with this Tudeh was planning to infiltrate its own covert 
agents into more key positions. The next move was to force the mullahs to 
go ahead with socialisation of the economy along Eastern European lines. 
This would make a take-over more easy. There was to be no Tudeh take- 
over, however, for it was planned to ensure power went to Fedayeen-e-Khalq 
and other fellow travellers; Tudeh would then try to take their place 
through elections under the Islamic constitution in a regular manner which 
would preclude the possibility of any outside interference. Until this 
scenario could take place Tudeh was happy to support the mullahs' regime. 


According to his group's studies Tudeh was planning to inherit the 1979 
revolution rather than effect a new socialist revolution. It was insisting 
on being seen as legitimate heirs to the 1979 revolution and its rise to 
power was to come legitimately through elections. 


An IPS informant in Iran claimed that the mullahs had been reluctant to 
move against the Tudeh because it felt it needed some support against any 
possible return of nationalist sentiment because of the protracted war and 
continuing difficult economic conditions. While some spokesmen for the 
regime and its friends outside were trying to convince the world that it 
was a sign of confidence that the threat from monarchists and nationalists 
was now over it was clear that it was right wing elements among the mullahs 
who had forced the issue. 
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Explanation of the praise being heaped on the revolutionary guards for 
their part in exposure of the Tudeh plat is thought to be the fact that 
guards took on the task of rooting out the Tudeh with such enthusiasm that 
it was clear that the right wing had very significant influence among then. 
Officials were trying to strengthen their own links with them by such 
flattery, it was contended by sources in Tehran. 


"When you look at the way the mullahs have recently been jumping onto the 
nationalist bandwagon it is clear that they are now aware that they no 
longer have much ability to sway the people on domestic issues because of 
their failure to deal with the public's problems", one man told IPS. "Now 
we are back to the enemy without and his servants within. The faithful have 
become bored with the symbol of America as the object of hate. Now the 
Soviet Union has got to grin and bear it for the next few months to keep 
ordinary Iranians preoccupied. 


"Regime officials are quite correct when they say neither east nor west-- 
everything is simply expediency." 
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TRAN 


CAMPAIGN TO PROMOTE VELAYATI CONTINUES 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 122, 20 May 83 pp 4, 5 


[Text] The Hojjatieh group has intensified its campaign to have foreign 
minister Ali Akbar Velayati replace Mir Hossain Mussavi as the Islamic 
republic's premier. Its supporters in both the main Tehran dailies, the 
Kayhan and Ettelaat, have been recently using the columns of both to pro- 
mote Velayati as the real hero in exposing the "creachery of the Soviet 
Union." 


It is generally believed that revolutionary guards chief Mohsen Rezai, now 
seemingly back in the centre of the stage after some problems, is giving 
his support to Velayati. 


However, two influential mullahs, ayatollahs Jannati and Meshkini, are 
against Velayati because of his Hojjatieh connections, sources said. 


IPS sources in Tehran say that Khomeini himself is not eager to promote 
the Hojjatieh but feels they are an important balance against Khamenei 
and his radicals who have had a tight grip on the regime. 
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IRAN 


VELAYATI DENIAL OVER BOMB BLAST AT U.S. EMBASSY IN BEIRUT 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 122, 20 May 83 p 5 


[Text] Iran's foreign minister dismissed as yet one more attempt to dis- 
credit the Islamic regime a reported American intelligence allegation that 
the Tehran regime was behind the blowing up of the U.S. embassy in Beirut 
recently. 


According to American press reports the CIA had proof that a sum of $25,000 
was approved for payment by the Iranian embassy in Syria for payment for 
services at the same time as the foreign ministry in Tehran asked the 
embassy to arrange for the facilitating of the passage of 12 Iranians 
through Damascus on their way to Beirut. 


The same 12 Iranians who passed through the Syrian capital turned up there 
again some hours after the bombing, in just enough time for them to have 
driven by road from the Lebanese capital. 

A U.S. State Department spokesman was said to have told newsmen he knew 


nothing about the report--it was a matter for intelligence officials, he 
said. 
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TRAN 


PROMINENT MULLAHS KILLED IN KURDISTAN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 122, 20 May 83 p 5 


[Text] Despite Tehran claims that the revolutionary guards are winning the 
war agains* Kurdish guerrillas reports from the area this week indicate 
that as many as 30 government appointed clerics have been killed in 
Kurdistan in the past month. 


One prominent victim was Mullah Hossain Naqshbandi, who acted as Khomeini’s 
agent and Friday prayer leader in Saqqez and Marivan. He was said to have 
been killed by members of his own tribe, who belong to a special Darvish 
order. 


The deaths of the clerics were not officially revealed and were as a result 
not announced in the press. Their fate came to light, however, when 
Kurdish members of Majlis heid a memorial service for the dead. 


Reports from Kurdistan say that increasing opposition to the government is 
being shown in the towns and cities of the region as the revolutionary 
guards, supported by some army units, carry on their campaign against the 
insurgents in the countryside. Though they may not be supporters of the 
Kurdish Democratic Party and Qomleh, the leftist groups who have been trying 
to take control of the region, the people resent the harsh and puritanical 
measures Feing imposed on them by the extremely unpopular young clerics. 
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IRAN 


JAPANESE SIGN NEW TRADE AGREEMENTS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 122, 20 May 83 p 6 


[Text] Sources inside Iran report that the regime has signed some impor- 
tant agreements with Japanese companies, including one for the supply of 
special Toyota jeeps and trucks for use by revolutionary guards. The 
Japanese firm that manufactures Mazda trucks is also reported to be going 
good business and there are signs that several nationalised companies are 
using Japanese expertise and raw materials for their operations. 


The Tehran daily Kayhan has reported that the Japanese Mitsui consortium 
has agreed in principle to complete the huge petrochemicals project at 
Bandar Shahpur on the Persian Gulf. The Japanese have asked the Iraqis to 
guarantee that there will be no attacks on the complex if they resume work 
on the site, in which they have already invested gigantic sums. It is the 
possibility of such heavy losses facing them that has encouraged the 
Japanese firms to consider a resumption of work. 


The Islamic republic news agency this week quoted Japanese sources as say- 
ing the Itoh company, a major Japanese trading company, had signed a long- 
term contract to buy 20,000 barrels of crude daily for 9 months "at the 
official rate'’. It said the same sources had forecast that the Marubeni 
company, which like other Japanese buyers had not renewed its contract to 
buy Iranian oil at official prices, would do just that before long. 


Trade experts said that either the Japanese were receiving other amounts of 
oil at discount prices or were gaining sufficiently attractive concessions 
or business in other fields to encourage them to sign the agreements men- 
tioned by IRNA--if those facts were true. The Japanese are reported to 
have been insisting that they will not give credit to Iran and that Tehran 
must build up foreign exchange reserves with Japanese banks if they wish 

to buy. 


Reliable reports say Iran has stepped up its purchases of a wide range of 
goods from Turkey. These include spare parts for cars, food including wheat 
and barley and agriculture-based finished goods. Since the b2ginning of 
1983 the Iranian banks have opened up credits for import of Turkish goods 
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to the tune of 700 million dollars, which could make Iran Turkey's biggest 
trading partner. 


Turkey imports crude oil from Iran at a price which sources say could be 


as low as 25 dollars a barrel. Moreover, the mullahs are said to supply 
interest-free loans for purchase of their crude. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


HEAVY INDUSTRY PRODUCTION RISING--Minister for heavy industry Behzad Nabavi 
said this week that output in 50 per cent of Iran heavy industries was now 
above the levels attained before the revolution. Production of delivery 
vans, for example, had more than doubled since 1978, production of tractors 
was up from 17 a day to 32 and chassis for buses from 30 to 62. He said 
that in all industries the target of self-sufficiency was being attained. 
The Tehran daily Kayhan also reported that the aluminium smelting plant in 
Arak, in central Iran, had begun producing aluminium plates and other items 
such as pipes and joints. This in addition to ingots that were originally 
being produced. The smelting plant has been badly damaged by the irregu- 
larity of electricity supplies in the past. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS 
SERVICE in English No 122, 20 May 83 p 6] 
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PAKISTAN 


AIRLIFT OF F-16 SPARES TO BEGIN IN AUGUST 


Karachi DAWN in English 21 Jun 83 p 4 


[Text ] 
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WASHINGTON, June 20: 
Another four to six F-16s are ex- 
pected to be delivered to Pakistan 
next March in second phase of the 
delivery of the famous “flying 
faicons” the US has contracted to 
sell Islamabad (partly reported in 
‘Dawn’ on Sunday). 

The airlift of the advance equip- 
ment — spares and support — for 
fulfilment of the second-phase 
commitment ts likely to get under 
way within two months, in August 
this vear, PPT special correspon. 
dent Ghani Erabt learnt here. 

Phe United States has underta- 
ken to sell Pakistan 40 F-16s in all. 
Of these, six were supplied earlier 
this year as a special emergency 
measure, out of quotas earmarked 
tor the USA's NATO allies, to signal 
Washington's interest in upgrading 
Pakistan's defence capability. The 
remaining F-16s will be supplied 
from those manufactured at Gen- 
eral Dynamics Fortworth plant, 
specifically for Pakistan. The 
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March delivery will be the first of 


these: more will follow across a; 


span of two years or so until all 
have been delivered. All will be 
equipped with the upgraded radar 


equipment called ALR-69 instead | 


of the ALR-46 sought to be instal- 
led earlier. 

The greatest technical effort is 
currently concentrated on 
establishing a most up to date 
maintenance complex to take care 
of the highly sophisticated “flying 
falcon”. C-130s have been airlifting 
the equipment. Six Pakistani pilots 
have already been trained out, 
another four are under training. 
Some 87 Pakistani technicians 
completed their advance traming 
in maintenance techniques in a 
crash programme here last year. 
Henceforth, five to 10 technicians 
will be under training here at a 
time, the duration of the training 
depending upon the particular 
trade they are being trained in. 
Some require a vear.—PPL 





NEW REGULATIONS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL SOON 





Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 21 Jun 83 p 12 


[Text ] 


ISLAMABAD, June 20: The in- 
terior Ministry is undertood to be 
formulating an alternative system 
to control foreign travels, with the 
Government decision to lift the 
condition of obtaining the ‘P’ form 
from the State Bank of Pakistan be- 
fore purchasing tickets for going 
abroad on private or professional 
Visits. 

Until now the State Bank main- 
taims a control list which is in- 
tended to regulate the travels ab- 
road of such persons who have been 
black-listed by the authorities. This 
system came into being with the 
liberalisation of the procedure for 
obtaining passport about a decade 
ago. The State Bank does not issue 
the requisite ‘P’ form to such 
persons who are included in the 
control list. 

The Federal Finance Minister, 
Mr Ghulam Ishag Khan, had stated 
on June 11, while announcing the 
Federal Budget, that the Govern. 
ment had decided to abolish the 
condition of obtaining ‘P’ form 
from the State Bank for foreign 
travels. He had also stated that the 
basic quota of foreign exchange of 
1000 US dollars available to 
Pakistanis going overseas once in 
two vears, could now be drawn in 
instalments for more than ore 


foreign visits, within the stipulated 
period. 

It is understood that for security 
reasons, the foreign travels will 
continue to be controlled and reg- 
ulated, although in majority cases 
no prior permission to buy tickets 
for foreign travels would be neces- 
sary. It is, however, assumed that 
vigilance would be maintained on 
the foreign travels of certain indi- 
viduals who are considered unde- 
sirable by the Government, and 
such control would be exercised by 
the Interior Ministry or by any 
other agency assigned by it, to en- 
force regulatory measures. 

While the details of the alterna. 
tive foreign travel control scheme 
of the Interior Ministry may be 
known early next month, at pre- 
sent, it appears, foreign travels 
liberalisation means doing away 
wit’ the formalities required by 


‘the Ministry of Finance and the 


State Bank. This will in all likeli- 
hood facilitate travel in majority 
cases. But it ts still not certain 
whether restrictions such as N.O.Cs 
required by certain non-official 
categories, including the 
journalists, for foreign travels, will 
also be abolished with the introduc- 
tion of liberal travel scheme of the 
Ministry of Finance 
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PAKISTAN MINISTERS TO VISIT USSR 
Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 20 Jun 83 p 8 


[Text] Dubai, June 18--The Soviet Union has invited three Pakistani Ministers 
to visit Moscow for talks to increase economic collaboration between the two 
countries. 


A report in the Khaleej Times quoted a high official source in Islamabad as 
saying that there would be series of bilateral contacts between Pakistan 

and the Soviet Union before the end of this year. These include visits of 
Finance Minister Mr Ghulam Ishaq Khan, Federal Minister for Petroleum Rao 
Fatmah Ali Khan and Federal Minister for Production, Lt Gen Saeed Qadir to USSR, 
while the Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister will visit Pakistan in August. 


The contacts received an impetus by the recent visit to Moscow of Foreign 
Minister Sahibzada Yaqub Khan. 


According to the report, the Finance Minister will visit Moscow towards the 
end of September or early October to finalise agreement on Soviet assistance 
for three or four projects in which the Soviets have shown interest. 


Lt Gen Saeed Qadir will go to the Soviet Union for negotiations on expansion 
of the steel mill. 


Rao Farman Ali is expected to revive Pak-Soviet collaboration in the field of 
oil and gas exploration. 


The Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister will come to Pakistan in August for 
consultations on the agenda of the next session of the UN General Assemblvy.-- 
PPI 














OBJECTIVE OF FREER ECONOMY TO BE ACHIEVED IN 3 PHASES 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jun 83 pp l, 2 


[Text ] 


An Industrial Investment 
Schedule of Rs. 100 billion will 
climax the three-phase programme 
of deregulation and easing of ad- 
ministrative controls being 
pursued by the Government to 
achieve the objective of a freer 
economy particularly in the con- 
text of the Sixth Plan, Dr. Mahm. 
bubul Haq, Federal Planning and 
Development Minister, said in 
Karachi on Tuesday. 

Talking to a pane! of “Dawn” re- 
porters and editorial writers, he 
suid the first part of the deregulat- 
ory Measures was announced in the 
Finance Minister's budget speech. 

The second part will be con- 
tained in the new Import Policy to 
be annoucned on June 29, while the 
third will be covered in the invest- 
ment policy and Industrial Invest- 
ment Schedule to be announced in 
December 

Dr. Mahbubul Haq who 1s also 
the Deputy Chairman of the Plan- 
ning Commiussion said at the outset 
that deregulation was at times mis- 
understood or misinterpreted. 

While the private sector takes it 
tO mean more concessions and pro- 
rection and less cor.trols, the 
country’s planners were pursuing it 
as a policy of more competition and 
less administrative controls. 

The government did not accept it 
to be a case of protection or 
pampering, or the absence of social 
responsibility on the part of the pri. 
vate sector. 
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CSO: 


On the contrary, it was a Policy of | 


replacing the inefficient bureauc- 
racy by clearly defined policy 
guidelines which work 
automatically. 

“We have lived with controls for 
long,” he said to stress that time 
had come to make a big shift. How- 
ever, he cautioned that the new pol- 
icy would not be without causing 
some disruptions in the old system. 


To illustrate the point that ad- 
ministrative controls were easing, 
he cited the case of derationing of 
sugar after 35 years, opening > of 
the private sector investment, and 
easing of exchange controls includ. 
ing ‘P’ Form resirictions, etc. 

He promised that the deregulat 
ory aspects of the new Import Pol. 
icy will be “sweeping” — not to 
flood the market with foreign 
goods but to encourage and facili- 
tate the import of machinery and 
industrial raw materials to give a 
boost to the manufacturing sector. 


As for the new industrial invest. 
ment policy and the new Industrial 
Investment Schedule, he said, this 
was now being formulated by a 
high-level committee and will be 
approved by a ministerial commit. 
tee followed by the approval of the 
government. 

It will be an attempt to define, for 
the first time in 15 years, an indust- 
rial investment policy, the role of 


private sector and the industrial es. 
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tates, and other matters such as 
foreign investment, sanctioning 
procedures, insurance, one- 
window operations, etc. 

The Rs. 100 billion Investment 
Schedule would clearly define the 
priorities, he added. 

Talking about the easing of ad- 
ministrative controls, the Deputy 
Chairman of the Planning Commis- 
sion referred to a report of 1980 
which was not implemented then 
but had been taken up by him again 
as it contained some extremely use- 
ful suggestions and 
recommendations. 

Like deregulation, the concept of 
liberal imports was also quite often 
misunderstood, he pointed out. 

Liberal import policy did not 
mean more imports but a change in 
the regulatory framework to free it 
from administrative controls and 
ad hoc licensing system. 

In a nutshell, it means regulation 
of imports through duties and 
tariffs rather than through import 
licences. 

Thus, despite a liberal import 
policy, the country’s imports de- 

clined in 1982-83 and the foreign 
exchange reserves nearly doubled. 

The Planning Minsiter said he 
believed in trusting market 
machanism 'o bureaucratic judge- 
ment, and felt that in spite of a lib- 
eral import policy none will import 
a commodity if he can find no 
market for it. 











PUBLIC SECTOR LIKELY TO INCREASE IN 6TH 5-YEAR PLAN 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jun 83 pp l, 2 


[Text ] 


The size of the public sector in 
the Sixth Five-year Plan may be re- 
vised upward slightly, as a result of 
the re-examination that is going on 
now. : 

This was disclosed yesterday by 
the Federal Minister for Planning 
and Deputy Chairman of the Plan- 
ning Commission, Dr Mahbubul 
Huq. 

In the course of his 150-minute 
question-answer session with 
Dawn's Editor, writers and re- 
porters in the Editor's office, Dr 
Mahbubul Hug explained in some 
detail the significant aspects of the 
Plan, especially those relating to its 
size, the policy changes it will bring 
about and its approach to social 
sectors. ; 

In realation to the size of the 
Sixth Plan, Dr Huq dispelled “the 
impression” that has “prevailed or 
has been created,” that it is very 
ambitious, is Utopian and = not 
based on reality 

He also categorically  con- 
tradicted reports that there were 
differences between him and the 
Federal Finance Minister on the 
size of the Plan, and quoted from 
the Finance Minister's budget 
speech which referred ta the Plan 
as “a happy blend of realism and 
innovation.” 

Dr Hug also disclosed that the 
Federal Finance Minister had 
shown the “extreme courtesy” of 
“allowing me to draft that part of 
the budget speech which = con- 
cerned the Plan and its size.’ 

Explaining why an exercise of re- 
examining the Plan is under way, 
the Planning Minister said that this 
was being done to ensure that all 
priority sectoral demands are ac 
commodated, particularly those 
from the provincial governments 


The Planning Minister asserted 
that measured in terms of the {1 
nancial resources that can be 
mobilised and its goals and policy 
objectives, the Sixth Plan could not 
be described as too ambitious, 
idealistic or beyond the capacity of 
the people. 

He said that the public sector size 
represents only seven per cent of 
the GNP and it could net be termed 
very ambitious, after a 10 per cent 
ratio had been achieved five years 
ago. He also said that the increase 
in public expenditure envisioned is 
only 3.4 per cent per annum. 

Dr Mahbubul Hug also explained 
why the Rs 31 billion allocation for 
the ADP in the federal budget for 
1983-84 did not represent a short- 
fall in terms of the total Rs 200 bil- 
lion during the five-year Plan 
period. 

He said that in addition to the Rs 
31 billion ADP, Rs one billion has 


‘been earmarked for energy, oil and 


gas and another Rs one billion for 
special programmes in Baluchistan 
and FATA. A sum of Rs 100 million 
allocated to Karachi Water Supply 
programme and for construction of 
stadia brings the total to Rs 33.1 
billion 

This leaves a gap of about three 
per cent only, which would be filled 
by reallocation of resources, as and 
when possible, he added. 

The Planning Minister said that 
what is really ambitious about the 
Sixth Plan is its policy goals. In this 
context, he said what was not as. 
sured was the capacity for the imp- 
lementation of the Plan 

To improve the situation, he said, 
from July this year, a Projects Diva- 
sion was being created to monitor 
the implementation process and a 
framework was also being set up so 
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that each and every policy issue 
and decision relating to the Plan 
was taken to the Federal Cabinet 
and clearcut decisions are taken 
The Planning Minister also dis- 
closed that by the end of this 
month, a document — Annual Plan 
tor the Nation — will be released. It 
will include the annual develop- 
ment budgets of the federul and all 
provincial governments in a digest 
torm and also taxation and other 
proposals which appear piecemeal 
Responding to 4 question if the 
Plan's expectation of a quantum 
jump in remittances by Pakistani 
workers wus Not too optimistic, the 
|Ministér maintained that the en- 
visaged 10 per cent annual growth 
was achievable. 
He argued that in the first place 
it cannot be assumed that oil prices 
would not rise again. Secondly, 
many of our people have become a 
durable feature of the Middle East 
economy and they can be expected 
to continue to remit their money 
home Thirdly, interest rates all 
over the world have dropped hea- 
vily while Pakistan still offers a 
very high rate of return on savings. 
In addition to these favourable 
factors, Dr Hug said, the Plan also 
envisages a package of incentives 
to attract workers’ investment in 
productive channels. For this 
purpose, admunistrative controls 
are Deing relaxed. 


Multinationals 


On the question of participation 
or multinationals in Pakistan's de- 
velopment programme, the Minis- 
ter said interest had been shown by 
the MNCs in agro-industries, en- 
gineering goods and chemical 
industries 

“We are insisting on basic man- 
ufactures and on sharing of profit 
on equitable basis. We do not want 
a situation like Latin America to 
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develop in Pakistan, as we are not a 
banana republic,” he said. 

There are not many countries, he 
said, where the MNCs can find such 
conducive atmosphere for invest- 
ments as in Pakistan. Here strict 
sanctity of foreign investments has 
been maintained and there has 
been no nationalisation of foreign 
companies and denial of repatra- 
tion of dividends. But he insisted 
that the country would not be 
“open for plunder and loot.” 

Answering questions relating to 
the development of agriculture in 
the Sixth Plan, the Planning Minis. 
ter said that the largest potential 
lay in Baluchistan which could be- 
come the future agriculture 
frontier of the country. He said 
Baluchistan could become 
Pakistan's California, from the 
wild West to a granary. 

He said Baluchistan has immense 
underground water resources 
which lie trapped; the soil ts virgin 
with no salinity and the average 
crop yield is higher than Punjab or 
Sind. 

On the issue of land reform, Dr 
Mahbubul Hug said in his view it 
was better not to have reforms than 
to have them just on paper. He said 
in the past, two major reforms 
could not be implemented. He said 
even with the present land dis- 
tribution, agriculture has shown 
large capacity for growth and 
Pakistan has turned into surplus 
country in major crops. 

Asked about the situation in 
which prosperous sections of the 
agricultural se ctor remain outside 
the tax net, the Minister said with 
the withdrawal of subsidies and 
collection of Ushr, the agricultural 
sector will be paying more than 
could be collected through trad)- 
tional taxation measures 

He also indicated that Ushr could 
be utilised for community develop- 


ment programmes. He said there 
were precedents of such use in Is- 
lamic history and the government 
is actively examining this question. 

The Minister disclosed that to 
control the menace of waterlogging 
and salinity, a new approach ts be- 
ing developed focusing utiention 
on disaster areas such as in 
Nawabshah and other Sind 
districts. 

To rescue them, he said, a Rs 30 
bn programme for the next 20 years 
is being worked out with the help of 
the World Bank and the project is 
likely to be discussed at a meeting 
of the Aid-to-Pakistan Consortium 
in December this year. It ts also pos- 
sible that a special consortium may 
be formed to help this project. 

On the question of development 
of communications, the Minister 
said the entire telephone system in 
the country would be overhauled 
by the Japanese in the next two 
years. 

He said within three years the 
backlog of 150,000 telephone appli- 
cations would be cleared asd the 
situation would improve dramati- 
cally with lines available freely to 
intending consumers. “In fact the 
Telephone Department will go to 
the people requesting them to take 
the facility.” 

About developing mass transit 
systems in major cities, especially 
in Karachi, the Minister said the 
Sixth Plan has not articulated the 
issue, burt it has not been ignored 
either. 

A special group is working on the 
problem of city transport as ulso on 
the Karachi Abadis 

He said already urban transport 
has been transferred by the Fed- 
eral Government to the provincial 
governments. A total revamping of 
city transport policy, he indicated, 
would be undertaken in the near 
future. 











PAKISTAN 


NATIONAL LITERACY CORPS PLANNED 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jun 83 ppl, 2 


(Text ] — 

The Sixth Five Year Plan will government organisations like 
introduce an innovative non. APWA andthekind 
traditional educational policy He said these non-traditional ap- 
package which will include raising proaches were the only way to 
a national literacy corps by com- meeting the problem «.id the thrust 
pulsory conscription of matricu- in the Sixth Plan would be towards 
lates to teach primary classes and primary education and adult 
promulgating laws banning recruit- literacy. 
ment of uliterates to any public or “We want to turn the inverted 
private organisation pyramid upside down su that by the 

Elaborating the salient points of end of the Plan enrolment in prim. 
the package, during an interview ary schools is 75 per cent of the 
with “Dawn” panel, the Federal primary school age group from the 
Minister for Planning and Develop- present SO per cent. 
ment Dr. Mahbubul Hag said intro- He said a national campaign and 
duction of draft for all matriculates a crusade was required and 20 per 
for one year, for which they will be cent of the total Plan resources had 
paid, will be a sacrifice rendered in been diverted from other heads to- 
the cause of the nation. “If other wards that sector. 
countries can have two years’ draft Stress was also being laid on 
for the Armed Forces why can’t we creating special seats of learning 
have one year’s for a national for the intellectual elite on the pat- 
cause,” he said tern of world famous institutes. Th- 

Likewise, he said, a legislation ese, he said, would be very expen 
has been proposed like in Libya, sive but even the poorer students 
Indonesia and other countries would be eligible if they made the 
which will prohibit hiring of ulit. grade 
erate persons by all  achtiaienn of- These students willbe automati- 
fices, industrial establishments — 7 
cts Those already working willnot ally ive scholarships by re 
be allowed to tay in thei obs for thar they could. prosecute thei 
come the responsibility of the in- re a Sees 
stitution to provide them on-job Answering a question about pri 
education h +h vate degree colleges, Dr. Mahbubul 

> ass tan primary utente oil Haq said they would not be given 
at ieast te ’ 7 . “ence . Oi- 
be offered extra credit marks or ee ae = ne would be 
re holarships while financial sup- subject to social policy guidelines 
port will be provided to non- se ten laid dows 

CSO: 4600/731 











WHEAT SURPLUS OF 700,000 TONS PROJECTED 


Karachi DAWN in English 22 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text ] 
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ISLAMABAD, June 21: Despite 
unfavourable weather conditions 
prevailing for some time, the 
country was stall expected to meet 
the wheat production target of 12.2 
million tonnes, Dr. Amir Muham- 
mad, Chairman, Pakistan Ag. 
ricultural Research Council, said 
here on Tuesday. 

Talking to APP, he said that a 
target of 12.2 million tonnes was 
tixed for the current wheat crop. 
There were expectations that the 
target would exceed owing to 
tavourabie weather at the sowing 
of the crop which encouraged 
farmers to bring more land under 
wheat cultivation. However, he 
said, last two months’ excessive 
rains all over the country en- 
dangered the crop having bearing 
on the production target, particu 
larly in the low-lying areas of the 
/Punjab. Bur the situation today is 

juite satisfactory and by the grace 
t the Almighty Allah, the target 





will be met. 

He said that the pace of wheat 
procurement this year is 100 per 
cent higher than the last year’s 
which is an ample proof of a better 
crop. 

Dr. Amir Muhammad said that 
after achieving self-sufficiency in 
wheat for the last few years, there 
has been a policy-shift of becoming 
exporter of wheat and other food 
items. He said Middle East could be 
a responsive market tor our pro- 
duce, provided we produce better 
quality stuff 

He said that the country’s surp- 
lus wheat stocks were expected to 
cross the figure of seven lakh ton- 
nes. He said that if weather 
favoured next year, Pakistan wil! 
have 13 lakh tonnes of surplus 
wheat for export. 

Dr. Amir Muhammad said that 
efforts would be made to produce 
quality wheat suited to the require- 
ment of the international market 
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CONDITIONS IN REFUGEE CAMPS DESCRIBED 
Karachi DAWN in English 24 Jun 33 p V 


[Article by Najma Sadeque] 


We kept on driving. 
And driving. The road 
seemed to have no end. 
It was more or less a 
straight one, as bumpy 
as an improvised, un- 
metalled road on rug- 
ged terrain could be, 
and cut right through 
the middle of Surkhab 
in Baluchistan — ex- 
cept that there were no 
tents left in it save of 
the dispensaries of the 
international 
agencies. 

The road was along the edge 
of one of several levels that 
dropped down from low but 
steep, barren ochre hills. On the 
right we could see little because 
of them. But we were told that 
the mud houses that looked as if 
they had been born from the 
same soil as the mounta.ns be- 
cause of the same colour 
stretched out as far as they did 
to our left 

Throughout we commanded a 
panoramic view as the land ab- 
ruptly droped away. Countless 
homes filled the entire valley 
area until interrupted = by 
another range of hills varying 
from a mile to two away. Some 
houses clung to the sides a little 
way and then stopped. 


The Surkhab camp 1s typical 
of all Afghan refugee camps — 
row upon endless row of sun- 
dried adobes filling seemingly 
limitless expanses and fading 
over the horizon on all sides; 
mile upon mile the grounds are 
treeless, having long since been 
cut down for firewood, and in 
the searing heat of a summer’s 
day there is no relief under any 
rustling leaves: one simply goes 
indoors into the airless adobes. 

The Afghanis are a stubborn 
lot; they will have their own way 
till they have no choice left even 
if it is to their own disad- 
vantage. Despite all pleas they 
‘vould not use kerosene al- 
1ough both oil and stove came 
tree. Only when they had comp- 
‘etely depleted the fauna did 
they reluctantly rurn to the 
stove for heating and cooking. 
However they still use a little 
wood for baking “naan” in 
wood-fired mud-ovens, buying 
the fuel from the market and br- 
inging it on their animals or 
tractor-pulled pickups. 

A similar attitude towards ed- 
ible oil has not changed an iota 
and Is not expected to; the soya 
bean cooking oil which con- 
tinues to pour in for them from 
abroad is sold off cheaply in the 
market and with the money they 
buy a substitute — ghee — or 
anything else they fancy. 
Donors obviously don’t mind, 
butter oil is much too expensive 








{ris the only redeeming feature 
as tar as the locals are con. 
cerned and one they say they 
can do without; they are more 
inclined to feel untimidated and 
denuded by the overbearing 
alben presemce that takes 
“hospitality” — which 
threatens to be indefinite — for 
granted. 


Mianwali 


There are some three million 
Afghan refugees today spead 
over Baluchistan and NWFP, 
over two mullhonof whom are 
concentrated in the Frontier in 
482 camps, a third of these be- 
ing in the tribal areas. Sixty 
more Camps are strung in a line 
parallel to the Afghanistan- 
Baluchistan border 

The four-hundred-and-forty- 
third camp has recently been 
opened un Mianwal with 40,000 
refugees, Punyjab’s first, be- 
cause the Frontier where most 
of the refugees flow in simply 
cannot support anymore. By the 
vear’s end Mianwali is expected 
to hold 100,000 refugees. 

The largest concentrations 
are in the Frontier, of 160,000 
and 140,000 in Barahkai and Ha-. 
pur respectively The areas ot 
high density are Peshawar, Kur 
ram Agency, Kohat, North 
Waziristan, Mardan, Ab- 
botabad, Lajaor and Dir 

Peshawar Dnhustrict itself is 
home to around 330,000 in 16 
different camps while the city 
itself accommodates 50 to 60 
thousand refugees who had 
either drifted in, in the days be- 
tore the Camps were set up, or 
chose tor other reasons, to live 
outside the camp 

They would have to be able to 
do at least reasonably well to do 
that for then they are no longer 
entitled to the generous rations 
and other benefits every camp- 
resident receives. Indeed, there 
are higher profits to be made in 

arpets and guns, for example 

Food rations are distributed 
yn the scales prescribed by the 
World Food Programme. Every 
individual consequently re 
ceives 15 kgs. of wheat 900 
germs. of edible oil, 900 arms. of 
milk, 600 zgrms. of sugar and 90 
zrms. of tea per month irrespec 
tive of whether the person is an 


adult or an infant. Over and 
above this, each person is given 
Rs. 50.00 per month upto a max- 
imum of Rs. 500.00 per family 
In Baluchistan however, the 
ceiling is Rs. 350.00 per family, 
probably because the families 
are staaller. 

While food comes from the 
WFP shelter is taken care of by 
the United Nations High Com- 
mission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
The moment a family arrives 
they are given 180 lbs. of 
tentage which is enough to ac- 
commodate seven to 10 people 
comfortably. Tyexe@re also gi- 
ven Rs. 1000 towards wooden 
beams, straw and other mate- 
rials for the roofing of a more 
durable mud-house which the 
retugees make themselves. 

The life of a tent is about a 
year so that they have plenty of 
time to settle down and adjust 
themnselves before they start 
on a house which takes a few 
weeks at most to build. Mud- 
houses not only save recurring 
expenditurs on tents which are 
very expensive, there ts a five to 
10 degree temperature differ 
ence in inside and outside temp- 
eratures; warmer in winter and 
cooler in summer both of which 
are harsh. 

Not that the Afghanis have ar 
rived empty-handed. With them 
have come tactors, trucks, tradi- 
tion slung on the s-oulder or 
concealed beneath the yards 
and yards of clothing, and 
livestock. In fact there are as 
many animals as there are re 
fugees and both are multiplying 
all the time. While deaths never 
seem to be reported by the re- 
fugees, the authorities do not 
seem to have kept count of the 
births although they feel that 
they offset one another. 

Famihtes with livestock have 
been placed, as far as possible, 
where pasture-lands exist, but 
aS grazing is done indiscrimi- 
nately without leaving areas for 
replenishment, NWFP’s foresi 
wealth has been virtually de 
stroyed. Nor is tending of 
pastures that are used made 
mandatory. However, UNHCR 
tunds are also now put into re- 
torestation, linear plantation, 
nurseries and pasture projects 
The World Bark has also made a 
contribution in this direction 
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The Atghanis are a hardy lot 
and their high resistance ts ul. 
luminatingly illustrated by Col- 
onel Rauf, the Commissioner of 
Refugees in Baluchistan 
Toilets were simply big open 
holes dug out, into which also 
were thrown or drained out 
household and kitchen wastes 
The result was noxious to say 
the least, and wells and 
tubewells were within proxim- 
itv of vards, yet thev remained 
largely unaffected 

Every camp has a number of 

static dispensaries under the 
wing of some local or toreign 
voluntary agency complete with 
doctors, nurses and “dais” 
Health and basic needs, in fact, 
are not a worry at all — for there 
are sixteen or more national and 
international voluntary 
agencies supplementing the 
work of the UNHCR and WFP. 

They include the Interna- 

tional Committee of Red Cross, 
Pakistan Red Crescent, Saudi 
Red Crescent, International Re- 
scue -Committee, Union Aid, 
Inter-Aid Committee, Save The 
Children of U.K. (on which be- 
half Princess Anne came re- 
cently, Austrian Relief Commit- 
tee for Afghan Refugees, 

Pakistan Medicos Interna 

tional, Church World Service, 

CARITAS Pakistan, Idara-e- 

Lhva-ul-Aloom, International 

Christian Aid, SERVE, and En 

tant De Monto 


Women 


Life is hardest of all on Af 
ghani women. Their role is im- 
measurable but it certainly 1s 
nowhere anything like the 
romanticized version so mis 
leadingly projected by PTV 
through the ‘Panha’ plays. But 
then, the producers admitted 
thev’d never visited retugee 
c amps. only urban Kabul in the 
past, and the upper-class Al 
ghanis do not live in the camps 
One of the biggest problems ts 
getting a woman about to give 
birth, or even a seriously 11] one, 
to hospital, the resistance being 
on the part of the men 

The mud-houses in 
Baluchistan were mostly dug-in 
so that one entered by goine 
down a tew steps. There were 


suallvy two smal! rooms, one be 











hind the other, separated by a 
low door through which one 
crouched. 

The front was the cooking and 
“living” room area; in the rear 
were slee'ving quarters which 
we were not invited to see. But 
they were otherwise hospitable, 
giggling as we tried to communi- 
cate with sign language. 

In the Frontier, the houses 
tended to have a _ covered 
terrace-like extersion, surviv- 
ing pieces of tent-cloth were ing- 
eniously employed as awnings 
and curtains. Camps were 
placed, as far as possible, along 
canals to ensure continuous wa- 
ter supply while others were 
supplied by fleets of water- 
trucks which filled up tanks 
built for the purpose. The canals 
also provided thickly-leaved 
trees under which men and boys 
lay leisurely while otfters divéd 
and swam. No such luck for wo- 
men and girls. Their visits were 
brief, only to draw water or 
wash clothes. 


Education continues: for most 
it begins, a boon made possible 
here. There are already 380 
schools in the NWFP teac‘ing 
5,5000 boys and 12,000 girls. 
There are no High schools as the 
age group — late teens and over 
— do not exist for them. Only 24 
per cent of the refugee popula- 
tion are men, mostly above 40 
years of age, 28 percent are wo- 
men, and 48 percent are 
children of both sexes under 15 
years. Young men are conspicu- 
ously absent and it is incumbent 
on each family to send at least 
one male member for jihad. 

While it has always been 
known that the Durand Line de- 
marcation across the mountains 
has many passes always used se- 
sonalty by tribesmen on both 
sides of the border to move to 
and fro freely, no one quite 
knew how many. 

It was perhaps one of the big- 
gest shocks to the Pakistani au- 


thorities to discover, through 


the refugees, that there are as 
many as 320! But most are over 
very difficult terrain, some as 
high as 10,000 feet, tough and 
difficult to find except by those 
who have been brought up in 
the mountains. 
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The Powindas or the nomads 
number around 60,000 and have 
never gone back since 1979, 
penetrating deep into Sind and 
Baluchistan and NWFP, with 
their livestock, providing sea- 
sonal labour curing ‘arvest 
time, 

How does one cope with th 
world’s largest refugeepepula 
tion spread over two provinces. 
The logistics and expenses are 
mind-boggling and the Afghans 
are not the easiest people to 
deal with. A complete, separate 
administration had to be set up 
and close to 10,000 personnel — 
a three-tier administration ac- 
ross the 443 camps and commis- 
sioners office: This does not inc- 
lude the NLC trucks in several 
hundreds on full-time duty un- 


loading refugee aid from the 
Karachi port and mills around 
the country and transporting 
them to all the camps 
everywhere. 

Breakdowns and delays due 
to  non-arrival oor non- 
availability of materials are not 
understood by the refugees who 
see such gifts as a right rather 
than a friendly gesture. Ugly in- 
cidents have sometimes ensued 
for which reason locals, while 
resenting the fact that their vwn 
poor could have long ago been 
lifted from the mere if they had 
received as much consideration, 
fear that the Government has 
unnecessarily bred a parasite 
class. 

Coupled with this is the cor- 
ruption at the lower levels. Au- 
thorities contend that the re- 
fugees who live in Quetta and 
Peshawar outside the camps at 
the cost of food and cash aid do 
so because they joined rela- 
tives. The poor in the cities state 
otherwise; knowing that they 
receive cash aid in lump sum, 
functionaries demand  any- 
where upto Rs 500 as a “price” 
for registration. Many pay from 
the proceeds of sale of goods or 
they borrow, but all are not able 
so they remain unregistered 
and per force become squatters. 
We witnessed numerous such 
complaints, both verbal and in 
writing being brought to a social 
welfare agency. 
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Earlier, refugees were guilty 
of double and triple registration 
to obtain extra money and ra- 
tions to sell. It was also a simple 
matter to enlist more women 
family members than there 
actually were since they were in 
strict purdah. But recently a 
crackdown was made with the 
help of both men and women en- 
umerators. Bogus registration 
cards were seized cutting out 
300,000 “people” in NWFP 


There are grumblings about 
prize property being vought up 
by well-to-do Afghanis both in 
Quetta and Peshawar. The Gov- 
ernment has now made this im- 
permissible but locals say the 
damage is already done. There 
is even more annoynance over 
wages and prices being under- 
cut by the Afghans. Contractors 
in Peshawar happily employ un- 
skilled labour for road and 


gone up arbitrarily because of 
workers departing en masse to 
the Gulf. 

However, local workers find 
themselves doubly deprived be- 
cause they have no aid to offset 
inflation-affected wages. Af- 
ghanis can afford to charge less 
with ease. They are very shrewd 
however when it come: to work- 
ing for Government agencies 
from whom they extract full 


wages. 

Locals now want a ruling that 
they will have first preference 
in all off-camp jobs. This would 
be difficult to implement espe- 
cially with artisans such as shoe- 
makers (skilled at stitchless 
footwear), Carpt-weavers, 
tailors and embroiderers and 
such who hzve set up indepen- 
dent shops. The educated — 
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teachers, doctors, engineers, 
etc. — have been absorbed into 
the camps and Afghani social 
welfare and political commit- 
tees, so they pose the least 
problem. 

Maintaining the Afghan re. 
fugees costs one million dollar: 
a day in NWFP alone; 47 pe: 
cent of this cost is borne by the 
Pakistan Government. On the 
one hand are the official state- 
ments of warm welcome and 
sense ot duty displayed by those 
brethren on this side of the bor- 
der who have allowed them to 
live on their lands. According to 


What is no aid was provided 
or were tapered off? It would 
then seem that aid was the les- 
ser of the two “evils,” as some 
view it. Perhaps less refugees 
would come but the rest would 
swarm into the cities and sub 
urbs. The many that have made 
inroads into the cities and towns 
are few compared to those who 
remain in the camps that they 
may avail of it. The population 
balance in Baluchistan has al- 
ready been upset but it could be 
worse without the restrictions 
of camp life. 

Whether or not they are 
welcome, means little, to them; 
the lands on this side of the bor- 

‘ merely seen as an exten- 
their own and they have 
atience with sundries like 
_ sports. Whether they are 
welcome or not, the Afghanis 
cannot be contained either by 
the milk of human kindness or 
by threat of force even if it were 
contemplated as none are afraid 
of a fight. They will do exactly as 
they please and by and large get 
their own way because they re- 
fuse to do anything unsuitable 
for themselves. It’s entirely a 
matter of opinion who is getting 
the last laugh. 




















PAKISTAN STEEL MILLS TO ACHIEVE FULL PRODUCTION 1985-86 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 24 Jun 83 pl 


[Text] 


CSO: 4600/729 


KARACHI], June 23: The 
Pakistan Steel Mills at Kara- 
cm, which will have the full 
production of steei by 1985-8 
wil) not only make Pakistan 
self.reliance in s# number ol 
key industria} sectors by pro- 
viding a sound base for iv.dus 
trialisation but will also have 
a net foreign exchange savine 
ot Rs. 2,006 million per annum. 


This was stated by the 
Chairman of the Pakistan 
Stee) Mil) Mr. Haq Nawaz 


Akhiar, in an interview herc 

Mr. Akhtar’ sad that the 
gains Of the Karachi Stee 
Mills should not be judged io 
the financial figures but iw 


sotion industria! stimulus for 
setting up down stream units 
opening of new vistas for 
adoption and assimilation of 
modern technology and new 
techniques. 

He said that the Karach 


Steel Mills have already start. 
ed producing steel! and will b: 
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. ture of the mills 


ustrumental im foreigp ex- 
change saving of import sub- 
stitution, but he said the 1985- 
86, will be a crucial year for 
Pakistan and the steel mili 
when the arnual sale of the 
sieel mill rise to Rs 7000 mil. 
lion per annum ani 
alter deducting the cost and 
other expenses the net foreign 
exchange savings will be to the 
tune of Rs 2.000 million. 

He said this would be the 
stage, when it will assist th: 
Government to take a turther 
old decision to icrease’ th 
Capacity ol the-stee) mill trom 
1.1 million tons to 2 2 million 
tons for which adequate pro 
vision exist m the intrastruc 
This wil 
also be a period when ihe 
downstream industries in the 
stee} will be fullv prepared to 
avail the benefits from the 
Karachi Stee] Millis 

Mr Akhtar said that the Pat 
Steels is in fact wr the last 
stage of its completion and 
its capital cost wil) be 
Rs. 25000 million which in 
clude the repavment of loan 
wy tune of Rs. 175 crore. 
—PpPi. 
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PAKISTAN 


GOVERNOR PRAISES REFUGEES FOR MAINTAINING DISCIPLINE 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Jun 83 p 8 


[Text] Peshawar, June 21--Governor Fazale Haq has said that the Afghan 
refugees and the local population had demonstrated tremendous character 
and discipline in maintaining a cordial and congenial relationship. This, 
he hoped, will continue in accordance with the Islamic traditions. 


Speaking at a meeting held in Peshawar today to review the relief operations, 
he reiterated that it was purely on humanitarian grounds and in the spirit of 
Islamic brotherhood that Pakistan had provided shelter to the Afghans who 
fled to protect their religion, honour and culture. He hoped that the Ansars 
would not be misled by the concocted propaganda of the vested interests 
against the refugees and continue to live in harmony with then. 


Earlier, Refugees Commissioner Mr Abdullah in his briefing disclosed that a 
fresh renumeration had reduced the number of Afghan refugees by 3.6 lakh. 
The refugees who included 48 percent children, 28 percent women and 24 per- 
cent aged males are lodged in 279 camps. The city of Peshawar had as many 
as 75,000 of them. He said that Rs 600 million had so far been distributed 
among the displaced Afghans in NWFP as maintenance illowance. 


According to the figures revealed by the Commis:.oner, more than one 
disciplinary case per day had been initiated against the officials of the 


Commissionerate cn charges of corruption, negligence and other malpractices 
over the last three years. The total number of cases was 1267. 


CsO: 4600/722 
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PAKISTAN 


ZIA ACCUSED OF USING ISLAM AS TOOL FOR MILITARY RULE 
Colombo THE ISLAND in English 21 Jun 83 p 9 
[Article by Tariq Ali] 


Text So toner ie 
! ] “Pakistan is, like Israel, an ideological state,” 
General Zia ul-Haq was reported to have said in 
1981. “Take out Judasim from Israel and it will 
collapse like a house of cards. Take Islam out of 
Pakistan and make it a secular state, it would 
collapse.” General Zia has been as good as his 
word. Ever since hedeclared martial law on July 5, 
1977, he has embarked on a zealous campaign to 
further Islamicise the republic. In fact, says the 
author, he has used Islam to consolidate his power 
just as effectively as he has orchestrated a series of 
political initiatives ‘to lull the masses.’ In the 
following extracts, he describes just how a once 
low-profile leader emerged as a shrewd political 
operator with a Machiavellian streak. 


With the declaration of martial 
law by General Zia ul-Haq on 
July 5, 1977, the state had 
returned to its most primitive 
form. Once again the status quo 
could be preserved only by ‘armed 
bodies of men’. It was as if 
Pakistan's entire history had 
turned full circle. General Ayub 
had seized power in 1958 to 
prevent elections; a mass 
movement led to his fall in 1969. 
His successor General Yahya 
agreed to allow the people the 
right to choose their own 
government, when they did so, he 
embarked on a bloody civil war to 


negate théir choice, which led to 
the disintegration of the old state. 
Pakistan's military high 
command had suffered a 
devastating blow in Bengal, it 
waited five years before 
embarking On a new adventure. It 
was the lasge-scale rigging of the 
1977 elections which provided the 
pretext. . ‘ 
There are nodetails available of 
the discussions inside the army 
that precaded the July (1977) 
coup, but it was a known fact that 
the generals had a number of 
contingency plans at their 
disposal. Most of these were the 
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Girect result of US involvement 
with the Pakistan armed forces. 
One of these plans, Operation 
Wheeljam, designed to destabilise 
2 civilian government, was similar 
to US spdttsored projects in Chile’ 
during the Allende period. Bhutto 
was later to claim that the army 
and General Zia had ‘played a 
prominent part in encouraging, 
aiding and manipulating events to 
exacerbate civil strife in order to 
overthrow the legal government. 

Some of the evidence provided 
by PNA leaders indicated that the 
army had decided to take over the 
country soon after the March 
1977 elections. 

















Key demand 


A key demand of the PNA 
during its negotiations with the 
PPP following the March 
elections was that the crudely 
manufactured cases against 
Pathan and Baluch leaders be 
unconditionally withdrawn, the 
detainees released and the army 
recalled to barracks in 
Baluchistan. Bhutto finally 
agreed to these demands, but was 
told by Zia and the senior corps 
commanders that the army would 
simply refuse to accept such a 
settlement. A few days prior tothe 
coup. Zia attended a meeting of 
PPP and PNA leaders with a 
lengthy document arguing that 
‘secessionists’ and ‘traitors’ 
should not be released. At the 
same time, the generals insisted 
that unless an immediate 
agreer...ni ..as reached between 
the government and the 
Opposition parties, they would 
not be able to control the 
situation. Bhutto was effectively 
trapped by this pincer movement. 

In the weeks before the coup, a 
series of desperate meetings was 
orgamsed with the Saudi Arabian 
ambassador, through whom the 
Pakistan army and the United 
States regularly exchanged 
information. There were also 
unconfirmed reports that Bhutto, 
accompamied by his military aide 
General Imtiaz, had secretly 
crossed the border into 
Afghanistan for a meeting with 
Soviet officials. The army's plans, 
however, had been carefully 
worked out. It got rid of Bhutto 
and placed him under ‘protective 
cusotody’, at the very moment 
when he had reached an 
agreement with the PNA. Zia’s 
speech announcing martial law 
stated the exact opposite. 


Deliberate 
misstatement 


The high command, moreover, 
was perfectly well aware ‘that 
immediate elections were not on 
the agenda. Zia’s reference to 
elections within 90 days was a 
deliberate misstatement, designed 
to reassure a few dissenters within 
the armed forces: m both the navy 
and the air force, there was a 
feeling that new elections were 
both desirable and necessary. It 


was also aimed at stiffling any 
public outcry and dividing the 
political parties. On every count, 
the tactic was successful. It is 
possible that if the army had been 
totally confident that a low-key 
election would result in an 
electoral victory for the extreme 
rightwing parties, Zia, Chishti 
and Iqbal - the ‘eading advocates 
of a coup — could have been 
restrained. It soon became 
obvious, however, that any new 
election would not produce the 
results desired by the army. 

On July 28, 1977, Bhutto was 
released from house-arrest. The 
PPP leader did not waste a single 
moment, but immediatley began a 
tour of all four provinces. What 
disconcerted the martial law 
authorities was the large croweds 
that came to his meeting in the 


Punjab. It was clear that Bhutto 
and the PPP would win the two 
most populous provinces. Punjab 
and Sind. The army high 
command had discussed, but 
rejected, the possibility of killing 
Bhutto at the time of the coup 
itself. They were later to regret 
this omission. At all events, on 
September 3, 1977, Bhutto was 
arrested and charged with 
‘conspiracy to murder’. The 
alleged victim was a former 
member of the PPP, Ahmed Raza 
Kasuri, whose political instability 
was a byword in Pakistani 
political circles. 

A judicial farce now 
commenced, during tne course of 
which it became clear that the 
generals and a majority of the 
judges were determined to rid 
themselves of the ‘turbulent’ PPP 
leader. The Pakistani judiciary 
was not known for its impartiality 
It had accepted Ayub’s martial 


.law in 1958 .It had accepted 


Bhutto's dictates, authorising tie 
prescrition of the Nation! Awami 
Party and of tamely accepting the 
establishment of a Special 
Tribunal at Hyderabad to try 
detained NAP leaders, denoinced 
in the PPP-controlled media as 
“secessionists’ and ‘traitors’. It 
enjoyed very little respect 
amongst the population as a 
whole. Very few judges were 
regarded as uphoiders of the law. 
Wihead 6 Greer teecebmperet Hie bee 
When their lordships of the 
Supreme Court invoked the 
dubious ‘doctrine of nesessity’ to 
rovide the ariny coup with a 
judicial seal of approval, few 
observers expressed surprise. The 
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Supreme Court had a long history 
of legalising regimes which 
violated every tent of the 
Constitution which the judges 
were swom to defend. 

Bhutto's trial proved the first 
major test for the military regime. 
The mechanics of how Zia both 
secured the judgement he wanted 
and managed to avoid generalised 
discontent have yet to be analysed 
fully. A number of useful articles 
and books on the trial and 
subsequent execution of Bhutto 
have already been published, but 
it is not intended to recount here 
the sordid details of the judicial 
farce that was enacted in Pakistan 
over the nineteen months from 
September 1977 to April 1979, 
since these can be studied 
elsewhere. What is far more 
instructive is to examine the 
political processes which enabled 
the army to tighten its grip on the 
country. 

Undoubtedly, the major 
obstacle stadning between the 
military dictatorship and political 
stability, however temporary, was 
the person of Zulifikar Ali 
Bhutto. It was not simply that 
Bhutto might win any democratic 
electoral contest. What frightened 
the corps commanders was that 


Bhutto alive represented a 
permanent potential alternative 
to military rule. At the first sign of 
unrest, the rural and urban masses 
would have turned to the 
country's foremost populist 
politician. Few had doubts as to 
who would emerge victorious in 
any frontal clash between the 
army and the masses, with a 
Bhutto-led PPP at the helm. 


‘Zia a simpleton’ 


General Zia ul-Haq had been 
dismissed by both friends and 
enemies as a simpleton, mere 
front-man for a junta, who could 
be easily swept aside. What such 
views ignored was the fact that the 
state had precisely required a 
‘low-profile’ leader. Appearances 
in this case were deceptive. Zia 
emerged as a shrewd political 
operator, who knew when to 
assert his authority. His handling 
of the country’s poltical parties 
revealed a Machiavellian streak, 
which surprised the politicians 
who allowed themselves to be 
manipulated. 

Throughout the period of 
Bhutto’s trials, the Chief Martial 











Law Administrator maintained 
the pretence that he was 
ultimately going to permit 
elections to take place. This was 
necessary to keep the support of 
the political parties grouped 
under the PNA umbrella. While a 
few parties did withdraw from the 
PNA, the majority accepted 
martial law and their leaders 
accepted posts in Zia re-organised 
federal cabinet in 1978. Thus 
when Bhutto was hanged on April 
4, 1979, the act was defended by 
civilian politiaans serving in a 
military government. 

From 1977 to 1979, the generals 
continously reneged on Zia’s 
initial promise to organise fresh 
elections. In 1978, Zia informed a 
bewildered nation that he had 
been overpowered by a dream in 
which a voice (presumably that of 
the Almighty) had suggested that 
elections were un-Islamic. This, of 
course, was nothing but a cynical 
attempt to manipulate mass 
consciousness in rural areas where 
superstition is rife. Zia had noo 
Zia and Arif, who constituted the 
highest decision-making body in 
the country during the two critical 
years that followed the 
declaration of martial law. Iqbal 
and Jehanzeb are said to have 
warned Zia that if he allowed 
political parties to dominate 
Pakistan's political stage once 
again, he would confront a 
mutiny by junior officers from 
within the army. _ . 

A similar argument was utilised 
to ensure unanimity among the 
seven generals on the decision to 
execute Bhutto, Zia was to be 
given full backing to take all 
necessary steps to control any 
discontent that might results from 
killing the country’s last elected 
Prime Minister. In the event, the 
much feared spontaneous upsurge 
did not materialise. Bhutto's 
death undoubtedly traumatised 
the vast majority of the 
population, but the massive saw 
little reason at this stage to risk 
their own lives. The limited 
response by no means implied 
support for the army; it merely 
demonstrated the lack of political 
Organisation at the grass-roots 
level. But the military high 
command was certainly 
emboldened by its success. It soon 
evicted the civilian politicians 
from the cabinet, and sought to 
rule once again in league with its 
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old friend, the civil bureaucracy 
(though on this occasion with the 
bureaucrats in an extremely 
subordinate position). 

For over two years Zia 
consolidated his rule through a 
combination of repression, the 


shameless utilisation of Islam and 
an elaborate series of carefuly 
orchestrated political initiatives 
designed to full the masses. On the 
two crucial issues Bhutto and 
elections — he followed a similar 
pattern of procrastination. 
Bhutto's trial was permitted to 


last for 19 months. This both 
created a feeling of hope that the 
deposed prime minister might win 
through in the end, and 
simultaneously encouraged a 
mood of fatalism and despair, so 
that the final verdict appeared 
almost as an anto-climax. 

The execution, of course, was 
not delayed, since that could have 
allowed a dangerous head of 
steam to bwild up. Throughout 
the period of the trial, Zia 
reassured politicians hostile tothe 
PPP that once the Bhutto affair 
was over he would allow elections. 
Baluch and Pathan leaders were 
released from Hyderabad goal, 
and the tribunal which had 
condemned them disbanded. This 
was the supreme irony, and 


demonstrated Zia’s audacity as a 
politician. Freeing the NAP 
leaders from detention had the 
effect of reassuring many people 
that an election could not be 
indefinitely delayed. This, in its 
turn, encouraged a certain 
Passivity. 


Zia’s measures of October 16, 
1979, while not exactly a bolt from 
the blue for some commentators, 
were nonetheless the equivalent of 
a second coup for most of 
Pakistan's politicians. Islam was 
the cloak with which the generals 
sought to cover their nakedness. 
A repressive code, partially 
modelled on medieval Islamic 
purnishments, was introduced to 


‘punish social and political 


dissenters; public flogging, 
amputation of the hands of 
burglars and criminals; stoning to 
death of adulterers; execution of 
political activists; torture of 
women political prisoners. These 
were some of the measure put on 
the statute book by the military 
regime. This is what Zia was 
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referring to when he later stated 
that ‘for the past four years we 
have been trying to bring Islamic 
values to the country. 


Preparing 


At the movement of writing, no 
one has actually been amputated 
or stoned to death, though many 
have been sentenced to receive 
these punishisents. The whole 
plan is aimed «t brutalishing our 
political culture, at Preparing 
people to accept repression and 
repressive measures. The 
institutionalised bru y is 
designed to ensure .semi- 
permanent passivity. Only partial 
success, however, has been 
achieved on this front, and the 
_Silent anger that undoubtedly 


See 


The severity of Zin’s rule 





reflected the extreme character of 
the crisis afflicting the Pakistani 
state. Ayub’s 1958 coup, by 
contrast, had symbolised a very 
different state and army. The 
semi-patrician, Sandhurst-trained 
style of the high command in the 


almost avuncular approach to 
Pakistani politics. Ayub had not 
allowed his own _Staunch = 


of the °70s, the army was larger, 
the social and class composition 
of its officer corps had altered, 
and the military campaigns in 

and Baluchistan had 
brought to the fore a new type of 
officer: a man trained and 
prepared to root out and kill all 
*subversives.’ Moreover, Zia now 
felt it necessary to utilise Islam to 


combat the PPP and groups 
further to the left. 

This was done with the 
sometimes open, sometimes 
covert, support of the Jamaat-i- 
Islami (the Party of Islam). The 
Jamaat, an extreme right-wing 
ozganisation closely linked to 
Soudi Arabia and the United 
States, was the closest thing in 
Pakistan to Fascist Party. 

When Zia became Chief 
Martial Law Administrator in 
July 1977, his personal beliefs 
neatly coincided with the 
ideological needs of the 
debilitated state machine in 
Pakistan. Whether or not Zia was 
ever a card-carrying member of 
the Jamaat-i-Islami is not a 


,matter of great interest. What is 


beyond doubt is his affinity for the 
political programme of that 


organisation. 


Aspect 


The one aspect of the Jamaat’s 
influence which has rarely been 
discussed, however, is its leverage 


reason for this absence in most 
scholarly accounts is lack of 
concrete information: the 
Jamaat’s inner-party structure 
being based on a system of 
interlocking cells, the top leaders 
enjoy a monopoly of information 
regarding all functions of the 
organisation. Nonetheless, on the 
basis of conversations with 
former and present junior army 
officers, it can be stated tnat the 
Jamaat’s influence inside the 
army grew rapidly during the 
Bhatto years. Its literature and 
propaganda were widely 
circulated, and the more 
regrettable excesses of the Bhutto 
regime (perpetrated by such 
lieutenants as Mustafa K har) were 
effectively utilised by the Jamaat 
to widen its network inside the 
armed forces. 
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PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT ACCUSED OF HARASSING POLITICIANS LIVING ABROAD 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 22 Jun 83 p l 


[Excerpts] London, 21 June (INS)--Indian news media have claimed that the 
government of Pakistan has sent hit squads to England and certain other 
European countries with the purpose of harassing the opposition political 
figures living there. According to aa item from the Press Trust of India 
published in the TIMES OF INDIA, a spokesman of the defunct Pakistan People's 
Party [PPP] has charged that the Pakistan Government, after failing to stem 
opposition to it within Pakistan, was now trying to threaten, harass and 
divide its opponents living in exile. The charges were made after recent in- 
cidencs in which two prominent PPP politicians were manhandled in London by 
Pakistanis. In one incident PPP's additional Secretary General Mr Qayum Butt 
was attacked with a knife and he sustained injuries near one of his eyes. 

Mr Butt said he was attacked in an underground station train by two Pakistanis 
when he was returning from a police station after registering a formal complaint 
regarding the manhandling of one of the party leaders, Raja Afzal, in the 
lobby of a London hotel by some Pakistanis. Raja Afzal has stated that he was 
manhandled in a hotel lobby by 4 people who were connected with the Pakistan 
police or army. The PPP spokesman also referred to a complaint lodged by the 
Pakistan embassy in Amsterdam in which the embassy had charged that there was 
a conspiracy to hijack a PIA [Pakistan International Airlines] plane. At the 
embassy's complaint, the spokesman said [Netherlands?] police arrested more 
than 20 PPP workers, but it had to release them coon afterwards. All these 
actions are aimed at harassing us, the spokesman claimed. It may be recalled 
that Mr Qayum Butt was refused political asylum by the British Government, 

but he was allowed to stay in Britain. 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


BALUCHISTAN FARM PRODUCTION-——Quetta, June 14-—-The value of farm production 
has touched the level of 2560 million rupees due to the incentives given 

by the Provincial government and greater cooperation between the farmers 
and the agriculture extension workers. A spokesman of the Provincial 
Agriculture Department told in Quetta today that the major crop of the 
Province remains fruit which is valued at over 1360 million rupees. Then 
come food crops which fetch 769 million rupees. Vegetables worth 355 million 
rupees and oil seeds worth over 52 million rupees are also produced in the 
Province. He said this year the wheat production target of 260 thousand 
tons is expected to be exceeded and total wheat production is estimated to 
be about 340 thousand tons. Similarly the rice production has increased to 
291 thousand tons and potato to about forty thousand tons. The spokesman 
said there has been considerable increase in the area under wheat and rice. 
He said four varieties of wheat, Pawan, Sona Lika, Blue Silver and Desi 
Wheat are produced in different areas of the Province keeping in view the 
climatic conditions of the area. [Text], [Quetta BALUCHISTAN TIMES in 
English 15 Jun 83 p 1] 


ZAKAT COLLECTION--Karachi, June 19--Over six hundred million rupees were 
collected at Zakat by the Nationalised Banks this year. This is fifty 
million rupees more than the collections made last year. Pakistan Banking 
Council sources told today that reports about Zakat collection by 
nationalised Banks in far flung areas of the country are still awaited. 

The Zakat was ccapulsorily deducted from the accounts of Sahibe Nisab on 
the first of Ramazanul Mubarak. The amount of Nisab for the Zakat this 
year was fixed by the Government at three thousand rupees. Two thousand 
million rupees have already been released from the Central Zakat Fund to 
the Provinces and Islamabad Capital territory for direct disbursement to 
Mustahaqeen for their rehabilitation. The amount released in seven 
instalments since the inception of the programme until March this year has 
been distributed to Mustahaqeen through more than thirty six thousand local 
Zakat committee. In Azad Jammu and Kashmir about fifty four million rupees 
were received in the Zakat Fund during this year, an increase of seven 
precent over last year. [Text] [Quetta BALUCHISTAN TIMES in English 

20 Jun 83 p 1] 
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CRASH PROGRAM FOR ELECTRICITY--Quetta, June 19--In Baluchistan WAPDA is 
implementing a crash programme for extension of electricity to the far flung 
areas of the Province in the shortest possible time. During the last few 
years major parts of Northern Baluchistan have been provided electricity 
from the national grii by constructing transmission lines stretching over 
hundred of miles. These include Chaman Loralai, Zhob and Ziarat. The 
electricity has also been provided to Xalat from the National Grid while 
Dera Bugti, Harnai Noshki and Khuzdar are soon to be brought on the National 
Grid. As many as 372 villages were provided electricity during the last 

six months and another 250 villages will be electrified during the next 
financial year. As a result of provision of the electricity agriculture is 
also getting greater fillip and the area under cultivation has also been 
doubled and so is the agricultural produce. The supply of electricity and 
natural gas to Baluchistan is also helping in establishment of industries 

in various areas. The number of industrial workers which stood at seven 
hundred in 1977 had now risen to over 12 thousand. [Text] [Quetta BALUCHISTAN 
TIMES in English 20 Jun 83 p 1] 


PRE-CENSORSHIP LIFTED--Karachi, June 16--The pre-censorship imposed vide MLR 
No 49 on February 23 last in Karachi Division by the Governor of Sind and 
Martial Law Administrator Zone C has been lifted from Friday, June 17, 1983, 
it was officially announced here today.--APP [Text] [Peshawar KHYBER MAIL 
in English 17 Jun 83 p 1] 


DESERT UPLIFT AUTHORITY PLANNED--Islamabad, June 19--The Federal Government 
is contemplating the setting up of a Desert Development Authority in the 
Cholistan desert, official sources disclosed here today. To be set up at a 
total cost of Rs. 400 million the Authorjty shall monitor desertification 
process and natural resources in the Thal Doab area by means of remote 
sensing techniques, aerial photo interpretations and ground investigations 
under the guidance of nation's environmental programme desertification combat 
unit.--PPI [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 20 Jun 83 p 8] 


SOVIET TEAM MAY VISIT--Moscow, June 19--A high-powered Russian delegation is 
expected to pay visit to Pakistan sometime in August this year according to 
Western diplomatic sources here. The delegation will discuss a number of 
important mutual issues including Afghanistan issue, the sources said.--UPP 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 20 Jun 83 p 8] 


WATEX LOGGING, SALINITY FIGURES--Islamabad, June 13--An area of 5.522 million 
hectares of land has been protected so far from the twin menace of water 
logging and salinity out of the total affected area of 9.307 million hectares 
in the country, it was officially stated here today. Out of the total 
affected area of 9.307 million hectares, 4.9 million hectares are severely 
affected. Since the problem poses a great threat to the country's agricul- 
tural development, concerted efforts are being made to tackle this problen. 
As a result, another area of 0.303 million hectares is expected to be protec- 
ted by the end of the current fiscal year. Moreover, 150 tubewells have 
already been installed under the Salinity Control and Reclamation Projects 
(SCARP) programme. An additional number of 247 tubewe]ls including replace- 
ments are estimated to be installed by the end of the current month with a 
view to combating this preblem under an accelerated programme which is being 
supervised by WAPDA. Under the programme water logging and salinity is being 
checked mainly by installation of tubewells and construction of surface 
drains.--APP [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 14 Jun 83 p 3] 
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Pas 7 eae EXPLAINED--The divisional chairman of Support Zia 

= ane a a ae Jamal, has said that the Campaign is a non-political 

antag ganisation working for the welfare of people. He said those 
nts who had joined the Campaign to achieve their political objectives 


would shortly be ousted from it.-- 
ia tS 5 tat PPI [Text] Karachi DAWN in English 


BUGTI AGENCY WELCOMED--The member of Majlis-e-Shura Mir Ghulam Qadir Bugti 

has expressed his gratitude to the President General Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq 

and the Provincial Governor Lieut General Rahim Uddin Khan, for their keen 
personal interest in speedy development of Bugti Area. Welcoming the 
Provincial Government decision to give Bugti area a status of fulfledged 
Agency, Mir Ghulam Qadir Bugti said that the people of Bugti area are grateful 
to the Provincial Governor Lieut General Rahim Uddin Khan for his concerted 
efforts to develop their area as part of Kohlu Agency. But now they feel that 
the creation of separate Agency for Bugti Area will go a long way to further 
accelerate the tempo of development in their area. Besides it will save 

them to travel long distance to Kohlu, the Headquarter of the Agency, for 

day to day work. Mir Ghulam Qadir Bugti assured full support and coopera- 
tion of Bugti tribesmen to the Government policies and programmes for speedy 
development of their areas. [Text] [Quetta BALUCHISTAN TIMES in English 

16 Jun 83 p 6] 


MAGAZINE FORFEITED IN NWFP--The Government of NWFP have with immediate 
effect forfeited all copies of Pashto magazine "Pakhtoon" published by 
Pakhtoon Social Democratic Party West Germany. The magazine contained 
objectionable material. [Text] [Peshawar KHYBER MAIL in English 19 Jun 83 


p 6] 


ALLOWANCES FOR EX-RULERS--Islamabad, June 20--A total of Rs 4,319,000 will 
be given as maintenance allowance fo 17 ex-rulers of the defunct states 
during the year 1983-84, it was officially learnt today. The ex-rulers 
include three from Swat, Dir and Chitral of NWFP, one from Punjab, i.e., 
the state of Bahawalpur, one from Sind Khairpur and some ex-rulers of 
Junagarh, Manavdor, Bantva, Mangrol, Sultanabad and Sardar Gurh. The same 
allowance was provided to the ex-rulers last year. The government will 
continue to give them the maintenance allowance throughout their life. 

The allowance of these ex-rulers vary from Rs 2.5 lakh to Rs 16 lakh annually 
keeping in view the revenues of their states. The allowance will not be 
admissible to children or families of these ex-rulers after their death.— 
APP [Text] [Peshawar KHYBER MAIL in English 21 Jun 83 p 1] 
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REFUGEE TRIBE TO RELOCATE--Peshawar, June 21--The Afghan refugees camp at 
Buner in Swat District, the scene of reeent stoning incident which claimed 
three lives is to be split with 100 families being shifted to Isakhel in the 
Punjab. The said families belonging to the same tribe were said to have 
been dominating things in the camp even to the extent of indulging in certain 
irregularities. They were alleged to be largely responsible for the stoning 
incident. Meanwhile, official sources told ‘The Muslim’ here today that the 
15 refugees arrested in connection with the triple murder were being 
interrogated. Those found really involved and guilty would be tried under 
the normal law of the land and this had been agreed to by the refugee 

elders also. The sources described the illicit relationship between the 
Afghan woman and a local resident as a fabricated story to hide the misdoing 
of the accused. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Jun 83 p 8] 


BENAZIR'S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATED--Lahore, June 21--Birth anniversary of Miss 
Benazir Bhutto was celebrated in the city by a number of defunct Pakistan 
Peoples Party branches as well as lawyers. The largest birthday function 
was held at the residence of Jehangir Badar, Additional Secretary of the 
Punjab Party where a number of party and MRD leaders participated. A big 
number of party workers also attended the function. Meanwhile, the Lahore 
District Bar Association also celebrated the birth anniversary of the 
detained PPP leader. In this connection a ceremony was held at the residence 
of Mansoor Malik, President of the Bar who is also senior Vice-President of 
the Punjab PPP. A number of lawyers attended the function which was 
followed by Iftar. [Text] [Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 22 Jun 83 p 8] 
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